TNA ADM 79/57 Greenwich Hospital Visitation 1774

[Note: These are extracts from the general visitation of the Greenwich Hospital’s
northern estate in 1774, undertaken by James Stuart and Thomas Hicks, directors of the
Hospital. Further entries may be added in due course]

1Aug1774 James Stuart
Monday 1st Aug[us]t

We proceeded this morning to survey the so[uth] side of Alston Moor & went in the
first place, to Farnberry Lead mine, with is under Lease to John Jackson & others, &
which at present yields very little profit to the Lessees not producing more Ore than is
sufficient to pay the expence of carrying it on - Observed the Level which Thomas
Furnace is driving from Nattras Gill to win Nattras or red Groves vein; the completing
of which, as it is apprehended, will cost not less than £3000. Passed by several places
where trials have been made without success, and also by two Levels, one carrying
forward by Mr Monkhouse & partners to win Fletcheras vein, & the other, by the same
persons, called Cooper's Dyke head Low Level; both which undertakings are far
advanced & will, as it is thought, cost between £2000 & £3000 before they are finished.

Caused the Wall of an Incroachment annexed to Low House Freehold, belonging to
Mr Richardson, a litigious Gentleman in this neighbourhood, to be broke down; & rode
through the Breach. Were shewn Hundybridge Syke being the North, & Garrygill Burn
being the South Boundary of the Common which the s[ai]d Mr Richardson formerly
claimed as belonging to the above Freehold. Saw several Veins & Workings
particularly Thortergill Syke, and Thortergill N[orth] Vein which are under lease to Mr
John Reay & partners at Alston, and are carrying on to considerable Advantage —
proceeded as far as Eshgill Burn, the No[rth] Boundary of Eshgill Liberty in Priorsdale,
between which Burn & Thortergill Sun Vein is a large piece of Ground (in which there
are not any known Veins) which had been kept for the Lead Mine Company on account
of their Grant of Thortergill vein south end [Note in margin: “still untryed’] of which a
forfeiture has been insisted upon by the Receivers as the Company have not worked it
properly. Viewed Windy <Brow> Vein, one moiety of which belongs to the Hospital
and the other to Mr Hopper, & is lett to Messrs Stephenson & Elliott who are working
it to great Advantage - were shewn the Boundary from Clargill Burn head to John's
Burn as lately settled by an award, and also a part of Priorsdale, containing about 23
Acres, in dispute with Lord Darlington who claims it as being within the Forest of
Teesdale. We then proceeded to the Hospital's Freehold at,

Tynehead, which is divided into two Farms; One of which containing 132A. 3R. 17P
is lett to Thomas Smith, for 5 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779, at 16£.10s. 0d pAnn; and the
other containing 137A. 1R. 18P, to Thomas Kidd, for a like term, at 17£.0s.0d pAnn.
They consist entirely of meadow & pasture which are very swampy & stand in great
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need of draining and are therefore unfit for Tillage. [Note in margin: ‘being each of
them about 2/6 pAcre’] Windy Brow pasture lately divided with Mr Hopper adjoins to
these Farms & the Hospital's * Moiety is now thrown into them, each having about 100
Acres of it which is included in the above quantity; It is a coarse boggy piece of Land,
capable however of great Improvement by draining, dividing into smaller parcels,
fencing, & planting pretty large Scoch Firs & Elms & other hardy trees round the
Outside fences, which we recommend to be done as well as on the other parts of the
above Farms; both for use, ornament & profit.

* this Moiety is esteemed the best Land & Mr Hopper has therefore 15 Acres more
awarded him by the Reparing

Appurtenant to these Farms is a Moiety of the Estate of about 700 Acres of Common
There is Housing for both the Tenants which is in good condition. The Dwelling
House having lately had a thorough repair & adjoining to it another Tenement built at
the same time for one of the Tenants. There is also a new Byer & Milkhouse the whole

built with stone & slated.

From hence we crosst the Tyne at Clargill Burn Foot & entered that part of
Priorsdale called the Hill Liberty, & were shewn, at a distance, the Boundary from
<Nunstones> to Crossgill Head as also lately settled by an Award and, passing
thro[ugh] Garrigill to Low house Freehold; observed great spoil which the Tyne has
made upon the Land of Redwing Tenement; owing to the beforementioned Mr
Richardson's having diverted the course of that River from its ancient Channel, with an
Intent, as is suspected, to lay a part of the above Tenement to his Freehold. From hence
we returned, in the Evening to Alston.

2 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Tuesday 2d Aug[us]t

Proceeded this morning up the west side of Nent River & were shewn, as we went
along, several places where Trials have been made for the discovery of Lead Ore. Went
on to Greengill west end mine which is under Lease to Lord Carlisle (who has 3/4ths),
& Mr Cleaver. This mine is a very rich one and the Leases are likely to make great
profits by it, [Marginal note: ‘quite failed’] & so they ought, having, as we are informed,
expended upwards of £8000 & not rais[e]d any Lead till Candlemas last, since which it
has produced upwards of 700 Bings. The Vein is a remarkably fine one as we
understand from the Secretary & the Receivers who descended the shaft & went to the
Forehead of the mines. The Lead produced from the Ore of this mine is said to be very
Rich in Silver yielding about 18 ounces pFodder. From hence we proceeded onward,
passing by several other mines which are working by the Lead mine company with
great spirit; and also by the Hospital Smelting Mill which is in their occupation; and
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afterwards by several other Mines under lease to Messrs Errington & Wilkinson
amongst which are Capel Cleugh N[orth] Vein which employs a great many persons &
produces much ore, and also Capel Cleugh & Capel Cleugh Sun vein the Lease of
which was purchased by them of Sir Lancelot Allgood the day we arrived at Alston. All
these Veins are working with great spirit. Passed thro[ugh] the workings of Middle
Cleugh Sun vein to Middle Cleugh deep Level Mouth, where Mr Hicks & the Secretary,
accompanied by Mr Brounton, the Receivers, & Mr Hodgson the Lead Company's
Agent, went up in one of the Waggons, or Vogues as they are called here, 1000 yards,
near to Middle Cleugh 2d Sun vein & saw some of the workings of the little Limestone
at near 40 fathom perpendicular depth from the surface; This & the adjoining veins are
working by the above Company to great advantage; upwards of 400 persons being
employed, in & about Middle Cleugh alone, and 150 more on the 1st & 2d Sun Vein.
The Ore of Middle Cleugh, tho[ugh] more in quantity, has, within these 2 y[ea]rs last
past, not been so good in quality, being very stubborn & refractory in the fire &
consequently more difficult to smelt; which has obliged the Lead Company to pay an
advanced price for it to the Smelters.

We were then shewn Carr's west of Nent under a particular grant to Mrs Loraine of
Hexham but now forfeited by her not working it agreeable to the terms of the Lease.
Saw also Carr's E[ast] of Nent & the Trials making at Rampgill head by the above
mentioned Messrs Errington & Wilkinson at a very considerable Expence. We then
returned thro[ugh] Nenthead to Alston between which places the communication is
now made very good & a Bridge built across the Nent. Were shewn a piece of road
which was made a few Y[ea]rs ago at the Hospital's expence in the neighbourhood of
the former, where the chief of the mines are, in order to connect the principal pieces of
road which had been made by the Lead Company & other Adventurers who had
expended upwards of £400 in these improvements; It having been thought reasonable
that the Hospital, since its commencing Smelting, should contribute as well as the
others towards making Ore Carriage roads. The above piece of road is an exceeding
good one, it is about 1/3 of a mile in Length & cost about £50.

3 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Wednesday 3 Aug[us]t

We began this morning with viewing Lowbyer Farm, which is near to the Town of
Alston, It contains 108A.0R.2P and is in in the occupation of Adam Wilkinson John
Donkin & William Soppitt under an assigned Lease from Thomas Walton for 21 Y[ea]rs
expiring in 1779, at £82 pAnn[um] being about 15s/2d pAcre. This farm consists of
about 60 Acres of pasture & the rest meadow, & all is lett out to Under Tenants. it is
divided by the River Tyne which has carried away the defences & made some
depredations upon Mark Close pasture which is so situated as to be scarcely defensible
against any sudden inundation; however we recommended it to the Receivers to cause
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the Wear to be made good again and to do whatsoever else they may judge necessary
for the security of the Land. Several places of this Farm were pointed out to the
Receivers as proper to plant upon particularly on the Bank of the above pasture
adjoining the river, and we therefore recommend that directions may be given them to
plant these places accordingly with Scotch Firs & Elms & such other Trees as may be
most likely to grow well & be serviceable to the mines, and also to turn their thoughts
towards making plantations in all such other parts within the Manor of Alston Moor as
may be most proper for the purpose, for, besides the other Advantages of Shelter etc in
this naked bleak Country the timber & small wood will, if the mines continue, be
always sure of a good market & yield considerable profit We are induced to be more
particular in our recommendation of this matter, as the Timber now growing in the
whole manor, as well upon the Leaseholds as Freeholds belonging to the Hospital, if
sold, would not, by estimation produce more than £200 the greatest part of what is now
used in the mines being brought from a considerable distance & thought very bad
roads.

It would certainly, as hath been already observed by the Receivers, lend greatly to
the encouragement of the growth of Timber within the Manor were the Tennants of the
1000 Y[ea]rs Leaseholds allowed such as they may raise on their respective Tenements,
and the General Court have given their Consent provided those Tenants will be at the
Expence of an Act of Parliament for that purpose & pay the Value of the wood now
growing on their Leaseholds; but we do not find that they have as yet, made any Offer
to do so. Most of the inclosed Lands in Alston Moor are held under the above Tenure;
ie Leases for 1000 Y[ea]rs; the Tenants paying certain reserved rents (which amount
together to 57 £ 6s 8 1/4 d ) and 20 times those rents every 21 Y[ea]rs as a Fine or
Grassom as it is called. Besides which many pieces of Common have, of late Y[ea]rs,
been taken in, from the Moor, by the Tenants agreeing amongst themselves; and the
Commissioners of Greenwich Hospital, who are Lords, acquiescing therein for the
encouragement of Cultivation, For which the Hospital receives 3d pAcre annual rent &
20 times that rent every 21 Y[ea]rs. The annual rents, for these inclosures & for some
incroachments from the Common & in the Town of Alston now amount to 1£.7s.5d
pAnn[um]. And there are other rents for Shops etc etc which amount to 2.19.5
pAnn[um]. Making all together 61£,13s.61/4d.

Having finished Lowbyer* Farm which led us into the above observations, * Viz the
Dwelling Home & Housing tho[ugh] they have lately had more repair, are in very
indifferent condition particularly the Great Room, the floor of which is going to <do
any & the Gabel ending> the House has given way a good deal both should be repaired
& the Tenants restrained from keeping lumber in the former.

we proceeded to Brownley Hill & Guddamgill Burn Cross Vein Workings under
Lease to William Hutchinson & partners, which mines are working to great profit. The
Trials as we were informed had cost the partners between 3 & 4000£ which is now
returning to them with ample Interest, Saw Guddamgill Moss Vein now working by
the Lead Company at a considerable expence, & several other Mines, particularly
Rampgill & Redgroves, Rampgill & Redgroves Sun Vein & Scale Burn Moss, all lett to
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the above Company & working to great Advantage; Rampgill alone employing
upwards of 400 people. Went on to Rampgill Ditch which is the Boundary between the
Manor of Alston Moor & the Regality of Hexham belonging to Sir Walter Blackett, near
to Kilhope Cross or Currough where the three Counties of Cumberland,
Northumberland & Durham meet.

From hence we returned to Alston thro[ugh] Nenthead passing by several other
mines, & places where Trials are carrying on by different Adventurers. After dinner we
went & viewed the ground in the Nent Tenement where Nicholas Nixon cut the wood
for which a suit is now carrying on against him in the Court of Chancery; And after our
return, Nixon came to us complain[in]g of the hardships he laboured under on that
account & therefore desiring that the suit may be stopt; he was told that if he had any
proposition to make, he must do it in writing to the Board of Directors and that then it
would be taken into consideration that the Hospital did not mean to oppress him but
that it would not suffer him or any other person to infringe its rights with impunity,
And /that we were of Opinion nothing less would be accepted than a proper
submission for the Offence, the full value of the wood & Costs of suit. [Marginal note:
‘determined ag[ainst] the Hospital’]

4 Aug 1774 James Stuart

Thursday 4th Aug.t

Having settled every thing at Alston we set out this morning for Hexham and
passing by several places where lead mines are working, & Trials making at a
considerable expence, by different adventurers, we came to Long Cross Pool the
boundary of the manor on this side & were shewn the part which was in dispute with
Mr.Ord; Here we parted with Mr. Joseph Hilton Junr who attended us every day
during our stay in Alston Moor. He is Clk of the Deliveries of Ore & was appointed to
that office in consequence of the Hospital’s undertaking to smelt its own dues; his duty
is to see that the Hospital’'s ore is properly weighed to the Carriers & to keep an
account of the quantity delivered to each of them & from what mine. He is also
Assistant to his Father who is Moormaster, for both which duties he is allowed £40 p.
ann vizt £30 from the Hospital £10 from his Father, whose salary as Moormaster was
increased a few years ago (upon that condition) from £40 to £50 p. Ann. We cannot
help expressing the satisfaction we received from this young man, having found him a
very intelligent, well behaved person and, as far as we could judge, extremely well
qualified for the employments he is in.

The Moor Master’s Duty is to survey the Mines, to see that 1/5 part of all theclean
wash’d Ore is delivered for the use of the Lords of the Manor & safely kept apart by the
tenants til otherwise disposed of; this the tenants are by their leases, obliged for 12
months nit no longer.

The time we spent in Alston Moor, which is supposed to contain not less than 40000
acres & to be near 70 miles round the Boundary which was rode by the Receivers about
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12 years ago, afforded us great satisfaction when we considered it not only as
producing great Riches to the Hospital & private adventurers, but giving bread to near
3000 people, men women & children employed in various occupations in & about the
mines & to numbers of others one way or other depending upon them. The Hospital’s
dues have for some years past amounted to upwards of 3000 Bings of ore one year with
another, and produced clear of all charges, between 8 & 9000 p ann. After quitting this
source of industry & Wealth we continued our journey to Hexham, and in our way
visited

Gregshield Colliery at High Stublick (part of Langley South Common) which is at
present under Lease to Christopher Bell, the Hospital’s Bailiff for Langley Barony, for
21 yrs expiring in 1781 at £18 p ann. This colliery which is now working in an
indisputed part of the above Common is at a very small distance from the Hospital’s
new erected smelting Mill & Refinery at Langley & consequently very conveniently
situated for supplying it with coals & Cinders, but it is much to be feared that the Seam
will be exhausted in a few years, the ore carriers horses, after delivering their Loads of
ore at the Mill, carrying back great quantities of Coals with them into Alston Moor.
However should this happen the Mill will not be essentially hurt by it, as, in
consequence of Trials made about 12 months ago, other Seams have been found in the
neighbourhood.

[Added in the margin in a different ink:] Since 1775 this Colliery has been new won
or laid dry by a level & <that> Coals are used for the consumption of Langley & Blagill
Mills for many years to come, also a considerable increase of water obtained for the
working of those mills. [The ‘Blagill” mill adjacent to Langley was commenced in about
1785, suggesting that this comments was added no earlier than that date.]

The Ore Carriers” Horses abovementioned bring back each of them 4 of a Bing of 2
Pokes of 1 cwt each, for which their owners are paid from 5s to 6s p Bing according to
the distance. One man generally attends 15 of them.

From the above Colliery we went down to the Lead Mill & took a cursory view
thereof intending to take a more particular one the first convenient opportunity. The
buildings appeared to be in good order & the smelters at work in their different
Branches. We then went on to Hexham where we lay, tho very uncomfortably this
night, the town being in great uproar & confusion owing to a Canvas carrying on by
the different Candidates for the County of Northumberland.
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5 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Friday 5 Augt

We set out early this morning in order to begin the survey of the several Farms
in the barony of Langley, and proceeded, in the first place, about 7 miles off to

White Chapel. This farm which is on the north side of the South Tyne, contains
together with Howden Close 156a 1r 19p & is under Lease to Robert Lowes Esq for 21
yrs expiring in 1779 at £59 p Ann being about 6/8d p AAcre; it is at present in the
occupation of Robert Wear, a sub Tenant to Mr Lowes, and consists of about 50 acres of
Arable, of which now is in fallow, & only 3 or 4 acres in Turnips, and all the rest
meadow, pasture and some woodlands, the following improvements are wanting, vizt.

Horse Close & Reads to be drained being poor mossy land

The Pasture Haugh to be cleared

The Cleugh Timber to be cut & fresh planted

Long Bank the Cleugh to be planted

Wood Close Some acorns to be planted

High Rye Field The whole to be planted; being poor land

The Croft Timber to be cut in the Cleughs & fresh planted

There is, according to estimation about £400 worth of Wood upon this Farm chiefly
Oak but not of a large size, the greatest part past its growth & almost blown to death, it
should, therefore, in our opinion, be taken down & sold, as there may be opportunities
of disposing of it to the best advantage. Observed that Limbs of some of the Oakes had
lately been lopped in the hedge rows, & upon enquiring of the abovementioned Wear
the Sub Tenant how it has happened, he confessed that he himself had lopped one of
them, assigning as an excuse that it overhung the Carriage Way; for which he was
severely reprimanded & threatened with a prosecution. Bell the Bailiff was also
reprimanded for not keeping a better look out & admonished to be more vigilant &
attentive in future, in order to prevent, as much as possible, such Abuses within his
district, & to detect those who may be guilty of them. As we think it highly necessary
that an example should be made of Wear, in order to deter him, as well as others, from
similar practices which we have too much reason to think have been very prevalent in
the Hospital's Estates, we therefore recommend that Mr Lowes be forthwith required to
turn him out of the Farm, as he was not put in with the Board's permission; there being
no other proof against the s[ai]d Wear whereon to prosecute, or recover the penalty,
than his own Confession, which he will most probably recant in case proceedings
shou[l]d be commenced against him.

The Fields of the above Farm are so metamorphosed by the additional Fences & &
other alterations made by the Tenants that it was with the greatest difficulty we could
trace the land so as to make it agree with the old Plans; an inconvenience which we
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experienced in Lowbyer Farm & more or less thro[ugh] all parts of the Estate which we
have yet seen, to our very great embarrassment & loss of time.

The Ruins of White Chapel were pulled <in> & a new House & Housing built on the
spot about 5 years ago. The dwelling House consists of 2 <Stories> with 2 good rooms
on a Floor & a small Light Closet at the head of the stairs. There is a stable for 8 horses.
Two Byers for 8 head of Cattle each, and a Dairy; the whole built with stone & slated in
a very & good and substantial manner; besides which there are remaining of the old
Buildings a Barn & Milk house which are in pretty good condition.

To Beamwham which is a pretty little Farm containing 64A 1R 14P & lett to William
Ramsay, for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1785, at 28£ 10s 0d pAnn[um] being about 10/8 p
Acre. It consists of about 7 Acres of Arable none of which is in Fallow, the rest meadow
& pasture laid down without seeds. The Land is very good, but the meadows want
draining very much & planting with Willows, Poplar & such kind of Trees, which will
grow very well; there not being at present a Tree of any kind whatsoever upon the
Farm. The Housing, which is upon a small scale suited to the Size of the Farm is in
good condition; it consists of a Dwelling House, Milkhouse, Stable, Barn & Byer, the
four first of which were built about 9 Y[ea]rs ago; Adjoining to this Farm is a very large
Lough or Lake abounding with good Fish; the Fishery of which belongs to the Tenant.

From hence we proceeded & broke down the wall of an adjoining incroachment
made from Grindon Common & annexed to an Estate called Millhills belonging to Sir
Edward Blackett during the doing whereof William Elston the Tenant came up &
acknowledging it to be an Incroachment promised to level the whole of the Wall & lay
it to the Common again, but begged to be indulged til' Winter as it would be
inconvenient to him at this busy time of the Year; he was told that if he would pay 1s as
an acknowledgment for the indulgence, he should have leave to let it remain [un]til
Martinmas which he easily agreed to and immediately paid that sum to Mr Walton one
of the Receivers as an Acknowledgement, for the use of the Hospital accordingly

From hence we went in to Whinnetly One portion of which containing 126A.1R.8P
including Waterhouse is in the occupation of John Maughan, under Leases for 1000
Y[ea]rs ending 2629, at 6£ pAnn[um] being about 1s pAcre. The other portion
consisting of 12A.1R.0P is in the occupation of Robert Salkeld under the same Tenure at
12s pAnn[um] being also about 1s pAcre. The Dwelling House & the other Buildings
belonging to Mr Maughan seem to be very good & the Land well managed, but (as the
Leases* have so long to run) we did not think it of any consequence to examine them
particularly. *These Farms are the only ones in the Barony of Langley that have Leases
for more than 99 Years. Mr Maughan has also a Lease of Whinnetly Tythes, for 21
Y[ea]rs ending in 1784, at 4£. 10s.0 pAnn[um]

The above Farm is divided by a Burn running through a deep Cleugh prettily
wooded on both sides from Lipwood & Cullsbill which contains 136A.0R.33P & is
under Lease to Edward Maughan, for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at 80£ pAnn[um];
being about 11/9 pAcre. This Farm consists of about 40 Acres meadow & pasture, the
remainder Arable of which about 18 Acres are in fallow or Turnips The Broad meadow,
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which contains near 7 1/2 Acres & is now in Tillage, should be laid down again & the
Bog containing 4 Acres should be drained. There is not any Timber upon this Farm,
except in the Cleugh abovementioned & that of little value. The Dwelling House &
other Buildings are in pretty good condition, the Tenant having just repaired them.
There is a Barn which was rebuilt about 8 Y[ea]rs ago.

Having finished this Farm we returned to Hexham; having been upwards of 10
hours on Horseback without any refreshment.

6 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Saturday 6 Aug[us]t

Set out early this morning and begun our Day's Business with Lipwood well, which
lies in the North side of South Tyne near the River. It contains 87A.2R.5P and is in the
occupation of Alexander Dobinson's Representatives, under a Lease for 21 Y[ea]rs
expiring in 1779, at 56£.10s.0 pAnn[um] being about 12s/11d pAcre. It consists of a
small part meadow; the rest is arable, none of which is in fallow, & a few Acres of
Turnips. The Ashes & Ashes pasture with upwards of 20 Acres of the West & Low
Haughs which lie near the River were spoiled by the great Inundation in Nov[embe]r
1771 being covered with great quantities of Stone Gravel & Sand & tho[ugh] a good
deal of the latter has been ploughed in, the Ground is still very considerably
impoverished & diminished in value to the Tenant, who had the following allowances
made him for the damages he sustained Vizt.

£sd
For spoil of Ground 12110 0
Loss of Crop growing 29 15
Corn & Sheep 1713 2
£168 18 2

the Low Haughs, now in wheat, are as Mr Brounton thinks improper for Tillage &
should therefore be laid down to grass; and part of Broom Lands should be drained.
The Breach thro[ugh] which the water came which did the abovementioned Damage,
was made in Lipwood Freehold belonging to Thomas [superscripted: ‘John’] Coats
which adjoins the Lands of Lipwood well; he refuses to do the needful to guard against
further accidents of the same kind, or even to join the Hospital in the expence of it. how
far he may be compellable by Law to do it or, if he is not, how far he may be advisable
for the Hospital to do it at their own expence, are matters certainly deserving of
consideration.

The Housing on this Farm is in good condition & there is a Barn almost new having
been built about 30 Y[ea]rs ago; but there is the ruin of an old mean building in the
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front which disgraces the whole & ought to be taken down. Having finished our
observations here we entered next upon the adjoining Farm of

Rattenraw consisting of 180A.0R.27P let as under, Vizt.

Term Rent
Parts AR P Yrs exp £sd
5/29 34 010 to Mary Whitelock 6 1779 37 0 0
8/29 48233 Wil.m Stokoes Reprs 71 1782 24 - -
4/29 24116 John Dobinson [this and next
4/29 24116 Matthew Parker 3 share in the
4/29 24116 Mr Rd Lambert same lease]
4/29 24116 John Maughan
29 180027 £61 0 0

Mrs Whitelocks share being about 1£.15.9d pAnn[um] and the remainder about 3s/3
1/2d . This farm consists of about 50 acres of pasture & meadow the greater part of the
former rough & full of broom, & of the latter wet & in want of draining, the Remainder
is in Tillage, of which about 10 Acres are in fallow or Turnips.

The Housing upon this Farm (of which there is a great deal) is very old, mean & in
bad condition; the Tenants whose Leases are so near expiring doing nothing more than
they can help to keep it up. Would it not be proper to buy in the remainder of the Term
of the last mentioned 5 shares; to lett them in such manner as for the whole to expire in
1779; and then to lett the Farm either to one or more Tenants as shall be found most
advisable? This would give an Opportunity for putting such of the above Buildings as
might be found fit to remain, in thorough repair & of building such for ther
conveniences for the incoming Tenants as should be found necessary & proper. We
next proceeded to

Broombhill which contains 12A.1R.0P & is in the occupation of Henry Atkinson
under a Lease for 99 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1783 at 5£ pAnn[um] being about 8/2 pAcre. It
consists of about 5 Acres of meadow which wants draining & the remainder arable, of
which about 1 1/2 Acres is fallow. The housing old & bad. Would it not be proper to
buy in the remainder of this Lease also for the abovementioned reasons? We next
viewed

Peelwell which contains 17A.0R.5P & is in the occupation of the said Henry
Atkinson under a Lease for 99 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1776 at 5£ per Ann[um] being about
5/10 1/2 per Acre, It contains about 4 Acres meadow & pasture, & the remainder
Arable, a small part of which is in Turnips.

From hence we went upon the Lands of Whitfields Tenement which contains
29A.0R.26P & is in the Occupation of the said Henry Atkinson under a like Lease with
the last Farm at 6£ pAnn[um] being about 4s/1d 1/2 pAcre. It consists of about 15 Acres
of meadow & the rest arable about 1/2 an Acre of which only is in fallow. That part of
<Inner> Haugh which is now in Tillage should be laid down to Grass; great part of this
field having been swept away by the floods, and some of it damaged with the Sand.
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That part of Little Close adjoining to Strother's Close should be drained, as well as the
Low Field.

The Housing upon all the above Leaseholds is very mean & ruinous. We next
viewed

Maggees Lands which contain together 22A.0R.17P and are all (except those in the
occupation of Messrs Dawson & Mic[heal] Elliot lett to Tenants at Will, at the rents
against each exprest Vizt.

AR P pAnn[um] pAcre
Henry Atkinson 3216 at 330 176

Will.m Thompson 4 222 700 3021/4
William Wear 2227 210 0 1883/4
Miss Dawson 536 2100 871/4
Michael Elliot 7126 710 0 2023/4

Miss Dawson holds her part under a 99 Y[ea]rs lease expiring in 1783. And the other
parcels were under the like Tenure to Peter Paterson who some Y[ea]rs ago was
executed for high Treason for obstructing the Militia Laws, the three first mentioned
persons who were in possession of the respective parcels against each expressed not
having any legal Title to them, as having escheated to the Lords of the Manor, became
yearly Tenants to the Hospital about 12 mo[nth]s ago. But Michael Elliot refusing to
give up his Claim unless paid a Debt of 30£ which he pretends was due to him from the
above Paterson, the proper steps are now taking to compel him thereto.

Miss Dawson's part is all meadow land; Atkinson's (which is called Strother's Close
Nol) is pasture & wants draining; the rest of the parcels are chiefly arable; no part in
fallow. We proceeded, in the next place, to the

Tofts, a small farm containing only 23A.3R.12P, under lease to Matthew Pigg, for 16
Y[ea]rs, expiring in 1779 at 20£ pAnn[um] being about 16/8 pAcre, and now is in the
occupation of Edw][ar]d Charlton a Sub Tenant. The whole is in Tillage, about 5 Acres
of which is Fallow or Turnips. The Housing is pretty good for the size of the Farm, but
greatly neglected by the Tenant; Charlton was therefore directed to get the windows
mended & the other necessary reparations done out of hand. After we had viewed this
farm & a part of Millhill's old Lease which fell in our Way, we returned to Hexham.

Sunday 7 Aug[us]t At Hexham
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8 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Monday 8 Aug[us]t

Set out early this morning and, in the course of the day, viewed the following Farms
Vizt.

Haydon Town New Lease which contains 114A.0R.20P (exclusive of the Town
Green which is 4A.2R.0P ) is under Lease to Thomas Fairlam & Geo[rge] Bell, for 21
Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at 65£ pAnn[um] being about 11s/4d 3/4 pAcre. It consists of
about 17 Acres pasture & meadow & the remainder arable of which about 15 Acres is
in Fallow. There are two Farmhouses which are small & want some repairs by the
Tenants which they were ordered to get done immediately; the rest of the housing is
very indifferent. On the East side of Long Flat a piece of Ground consisting of about 3
roods has been set off & belongs to ] Craigs of Hexham in lieu of a piece of his Freehold
of nearly the same size which ran up the middle of the High Field very inconveniently
for the Tenant. There are, upon this Farm some shabby Oaks past their Growth which
we recommend to be taken down. The Tenants seem to be very industrious young men
& have their Land in good condition, for which they are deserving of all proper
Encouragement.

Haydon Town Old Lease which contains 47A.1R.3P is in the occupation of Francis
Stokoes Representatives, under a 99 Y[ea]rs Lease expiring in 1776, at 10£ pAnn[um]
being about 4s/2d 3/4 pAcre. It consists chiefly of Arable of which about 1/10th part is
in fallow.

Page Croft which contains 47A.2R.5P is under Lease to Matthew Pigg, for 21
Y[ea]rs, expiring in 1779 at 28£ pAnn[um] being about 11s/9d 1/2 pAcre. It consists
nearly of 1/2 Arable, 5 Acres of which is in fallow or turnips; the other 1/2 meadow &
pasture, some of which near the river's side, is covered with stones, gravel, etc & wants
clearing.

Millhills new Lease which contains 113A.1R.35P is under Lease to Mr William
Wilson for 21 Y[ea]rs ending in 1779, at 65£ pAnn[um] being about 11s/5d 1/2 pAcre. It
is now in the occupation of Gabriel Wren a Sub Tenant, who has been on it only 1
Y[ea]r & gave, as he informed us 130£ for the remainder of the Lease including a small
Croft worth about 40s pAnn[um]. This Farm consists of about 22 Acres of meadow* &
pasture, the remainder Arable of which about 14 acres are in fallow. * a piece of about 3
Acres had just been limed, with an Intent, as we supposed, to be broke up, but we
forbade it's being done.

Some of the meadow wants draining. The two Bean haughs, which are mostly in
Tillage, being near the River side, should be laid down to Grass, and they & the field
called the ‘Piece by the River” should be well walled where necessary against the Tyne.
The Oaks in Watson's Wood which are in a retrograde State should be taken down &
sold & young Timber planted.

Dukesfield Smelters and Carriers Project Dukesfield Documents
http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents Page 12



http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents

TNA ADM 79/57 Greenwich Hospital Visitation 1774

The Housing is very indifferent & one of the Barn Floors in very bad condition.
Wren was very pressing with us to have a new one & offered, if the Hospital would let
him have the Flag Stones from Grindon Common, to lead & lay them down, at his own
expence. The Wood in this Farm has been lately valued at about £180.

Millhill's Old Lease, which contains 17A.1R.18P is in the occupation of Michael
Toppin & <.>, under a 99 Y[ea]rs Lease expiring in 1776, at 5£ pAnn[um] being about
5s/8d pAcre. It consists of about 5 Acres of pasture (one rood or there abouts taken in
from the Common) the rest arable whereof about 2 1/2 Acres is in Fallow & Turnips.
The Housing upon this farm (as upon all the 99 Y[ea]r Lease) is very mean & ruinous.

Plenderheath which consists of 69A.0R.27P, is under Lease to Joseph Cook for 21
Y[ea]rs expiring in 1787, at £51 pAnn[um] being about 14s/9d %2 pAcre. It consists of
about 22 Acres of meadow & pasture; the remainder Arable of which about 10 Acres
are in fallow. The Bog and the Moiety of Bog Close want draining; the latter very much.

The Dwelling House & all the rest of the housing (except some conveniences made
by the Tenant) are in very good condition, & make a handsome appearance; having
been built new about 6 Y[ea]rs ago.

Westbrokenheugh, contains 106A.2R.16P & is under Lease to Edward Bell, for 21
Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779, at 70£ pAnn[um] being about 13s/1 % pAcre It is at present in
the occupation of [space left] Henderson (who has been in, as we understand about 3
Y[ea]rs & gave 85£ for the remainder of the Lease) and consists of about 36 Acres of
meadow & pasture, & the remainder arable of which about 13 1/2 Acres are in Fallow.
In the Hoa Dales & Gilder Rigg, which are now laid together, are about 2 Acres, & in
the Middle Reins, about one Acre of Bog, which want draining.

In high Field pasture is a Coalpit which will be taken notice of hereafter.

The Housing on the above farm is old, but in good condition, except the Tiling,
which in these exposed situations is found to be far inferior to slate. There are some old
Trees near the house, going to decay, but as they are of little value & serve in some
degree as a Shelter, we think they should stand, [un]til other plantations can be got up.
Having finished the above Farms, we returned in the Evening to Hexham; and on

9 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Tuesday 9th Aug[us]t

We set out in order to view the Hospital's Allotments and Broad Pool Common &
Wark Fell, in the Manor of Wark, about 14 Miles off (attended by Mr Dodd the Bailiff of
that Manor) and also the Buteland Estate, being apprehensive, as a general Canvas was
going forward in this part of the Country, that if we did not avail ourselves of the
Present opportunity, we might be put to difficulties for want of accommodations at
Bellingham, the only place in the neighbourhood of the above Farms where we could
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possibly have any & those very bad ones, And accordingly proceeded, in the first place,
to

Broad Pool Common allotment which contains 570A.2R.4P & is under Lease to Mr
Robert Mallabar for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1791 at 3£.10s.0d pAnn[um] being about 1s/1
1/4d pAcre, It is all rough coarse pasture Ground, wanting draining in many places &
great part of it without any other Fence than a small Ditch merely to ascertain the
Boundary it is much to be wished that the whole was encompassed with a Stone Wall,
but as it is a large Tract of ground & part of it such as to make it very difficult to build
such a Fence upon, it has not been thought advisable to undertake it, especially as the
neighbouring are all grazing Farms, & occupied by Herdsmen in the same way, whose
business it is to prevent as much as possible interpasturage amongst each other. There
is a small Herd's House & Sheepfold on the Hospital's Allotment which stand high &
much exposed to the bleak Winds which prevail over this wild part of the Country, we
therefore recommend that a plantation of Scotch Firs & other hardy Trees be made near
the House & also on such other parts of the Allotment as may be found most proper.
The Tenant is desirous of having a Byer built for his use & made application to us for
that purpose; we told him that he must make application to the Board, who would
probably accommodate him with that convenience, upon his engaging to pay an
additional rent in proportion to the expense.

Wark Fell allotment, consists of 78A.3R.33P & is under Lease to William Todd for 21
Y[ea]rs expiring in 1792, at 25£.10.0 pAnn[um] being about 6s/5d 1/2 pAcre. It makes a
very pretty Farm, great part of it already in Tillage and producing good Corn & the rest
paring, burning & preparing for the plough. The Housing is new & neat but the
Windows much broke & scandalously patcht up with Board, & which disgraces the
Building, for which we reprimanded the Tenant & ordered him to get the same
repaired immediately. Found the young Quick Fences overrun & choakt up with
weeds, grass etc and directed the Bailiff to get them cleaned & to see that the Tenant
keeps them so in future. The above mentioned Housing consists of a Dwelling House,
Dairy, Stable, Byer & Barn all built about 4 Y[ea]rs ago, they stand high & want more
plantations to screen them from the Winds.

Having finished our Survey of the above Allotments we proceeded to Bellingham, a
few miles off, where we lay; passing within view, as we went along, of Ellinghams Rig,
containing about 3000 Acres of Comon, about 1900 of which are claimed by Sir
Lancelot Allgood, as part of his pretended Manor of Shillington.

10 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Wednesday 10th Aug[us]t
Proceeded early this morning to Buteland estate, which is a few miles from

Billingham [sic]. It contains 1245A.3R.5P & is in the Tenure of the late Representatives
of the late Xr [Alexander] Reed Esq of Chipchase who had a Lease of it for 21 Y[ea]rs,
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expiring in 1779, at 215 pAnn[um] & is lett by them to Michael Dodd, the Bailiff's
Brother. In the above quantity is included 673A.0R.19P, being the Hospital's share of
the Common, exclusive of 18 Acres claimed by the D[uke] of Northumberland &
7A.1R.38P by Mr Lowes of Broomhope etc. The Land therefore, including the above
share of Common, is lett together for about 3s/5d 1/2 pAcre Of the inclosed Land,
between 2 & 300 Acres are in Tillage of which a very small proportion is in fallow. All
the rest of the Farm is ordinary pasture, most of it is laid down without Seeds; some
meadow part whereof wants draining; & woodland chiefly underwood, Birch etc etc of
little worth, the whole having been lately valued at 90£. A great part of the woodland
has been stubbed & ploughed of late Y[ea]rs & makes exceeding good Corn Land, &
the Tenant is continuing to bring still more of it into Tillage to the very great
improvement of the Farm.

The High Field & the Pasture, containing together upwards of 350 Acres, are too
large & should therefore be divided into several parcels, & fenced, & some plantations
should be made, with proper trees & in proper places, to serve for shelter.

On the abovementioned Common the Hospital & the two persons following are
entitled to the N[umber] of Stints against each exprest Vizt

Stints
The Hospital for Buteland 100
Mr Charlton Redesmouth 20
D[ittJo Mill 6
26
Mr Lowes Broomhope Mill 4
130

Besides which Mr Lowes claims 4 Stints more in lieu of his right to Turbary for the use
of the s[ai]d Mill, which claim has been judged unreasonable, and in that account & the
minority of young Mr Reed, no Application has been yet made to Parliament for leave
to inclose, which would certainly be a desirable thing for all parties, especially the
Hospital who are entitled to so large a proportion. And rather than meet with any
Obstruction from Mr Lowes, it would be better to consent to his demand especially
when it is considered the damage which is done to the herbage by the exercise of his
aforesaid right to Turbary, great quantities of Turf being cut by him for the purpose of
drying Oats.

The Common contains about 900 Acres, <&> exclusive of the immediate advantage
the Hospital would receive by getting into possession of so large a quantity of good
Land, capable of immediate improvement, Limestone in great plenty being to be had
on the spot, a final stop would be put to all Incroachmental Disputes. We therefore
recommend, that the Receivers be directed to take the proper steps, if Mr Reed is now
come of Age, or as soon as he shall be so, to bring about a Division as soon as
conveniently may be.
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Since the Y[ea]r 1736 the late Mr Charlton, who rented Buteland Estate, made a
considerable Incroachment from the above Common part of which he annexed to the
aforesaid Estate & the remainder (being considerably more than his proportion of it to
his own estate at Redesmouth Vizt.

AR P

To Buteland 680 4
Reedsmouth 33033
Total 101 0 37

thereby giving himself near 1/2 as much as the Hospital, whereas, in proportion to his
number of Stints, he was intitled to little more that 1/4 of the Hospital's share. No
interruption having been given to this proceeding by the other Proprietor, & the
Hospital being considerably benefited by it, the Fences have been suffered to remain;
and Mr Charlton has made, of late Y[ea]rs, some pretty large plantations on the part
annexed to Reedsmouth. We rode over these incroachments which are all pasture & the
soil appears to be very good.

On the other side of the Common is a small Incroachment made within these few
Y[ea]rs by the abovementioned Mr Lowes, the fences of which we ordered to be broken
down (which was accordingly done in the presence of one of his Servants) and the
whole Company rode through the Breach and, over the Land, through another made in
the opposite side.

On our return we found the fence of an old Inclosure belonging to the Hospital
(called Fell Close, containing 4 1/4 Acres & situated in the middle of the Common
detached from the rest of the Farm) thrown down & the inclosure laid to the Common
again; upon enquiring of the Under Tenant how this had happened we found it had
been done with his consent & that he was allowed 4 Stints in lieu of it. As this
proceeding appeared to us very irregular we ordered him to reinstate the fence
immediately & not to presume to do any thing of the kind in future.

There are 2 Sets of housing in this Estate having been formerly in the occupation of
2 Tenants. The Dwelling Houses are old & not kept in proper repair by the Tenant who
was ordered to get what was wanting done to them out of hand. A Cottage, Byer &
Dairy have been built here very lately; the two former of which, as there is so much
housing on the Estate, did not appear to us to be necesary. And we found a new Barn
building, being one of the Erections mentioned in the Estimate transmitted in the
Receivers Letter of the 3d of June last which were not to have been taken in hand,
[un]til we should have examined into the necessity of them. Upon enquiring of the
Receivers how it came to pass were informed that, not expecting any Objection to the
building of it, they had caused it to be set about, before the receipt of the Board's
orders. The Expence of this Barn, which is a very small one, is estimated at no more
than 37£.3s5.8d, and as it is said to be in lieu of one of the same size become ruinous &
there is a want of such a convenience on the spot where it is building, we think the
Receivers were right in the proposing, but precipitate in the executing it, without
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proper Authority. An Error which most probably they will be cautious of falling into
again. Having finished our Survey of the above Estate & the Afternoon proving
exceedingly wet, we returned to Hexham.

11 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Thursday 11 Aug[us]t

Resumed our Visitation of the farms in the Barony of Langley, and, in the course of the
day viewed the following, Vizt

Altonside new Lease which contains 76A.0R.23P & is under Lease to Edward
Walker for 4 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1777 at 52£ pAnn[um] being about 13/8 pAcre. It
consists of about 30 Acres of meadow & pasture of which latter the piece called the
‘moiety of the Bank & Bog” wants draining very much; & the remainder Arable, 10
Acres of which is in fallow. High Robber's Haugh, which is now improperly in Tillage,
should be laid down again, and Watson's Close should be planted with acorns. The
Trees which grow on the Bank of the River we recommend to be taken down or
pollarded, as they are liable to be torn up, or <overset> by strong winds, and, in that
case, do much damage; we also recommend that the same be done with respect to all
large trees growing on the Banks of Rivers, Burns etc in every other part of the
Derwentwater Estate where they may be likely to do damage, for the same reasons.

The housing is very indifferent & wants some repairs by the Tenant which he was
ordered to get done. There is a very good helm which was built about 13 Y[ea]rs ago.

The Wood on this Farm was lately valued at upwards of 300£.

Altonside old Lease which contains 72A.2R.1P is in the occupation of the
Representatives of Thomas Walker under a 99 Y[ea]rs Lease expiring in 1776 at 15£ p
Ann[um] being about 4/1 1/2 pAcre It consists of upwards of 20 Acres of meadow &
pasture including some woodland, and the remainder arable, about 11 Acres of which
is in fallow, the greatest part very <foul>

<low> Rober's Haugh, now in Tillage, should be laid down to meadow. The Moiety
of the Bank & Bog should be drained, & the Timber in the Cleugh, being past it's
growth, cut down & sold; the Cleugh replanted with acorns; & fenced off.

The Housing is very mean, old & ruinous.

East-broken-heugh containing 330A.2R.27P is under Lease to John Watson for 21
Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at £105 pAnn[um] about 9s/1 Y2 pAcre. It consists of about 80
Acres meadow & pasture, the remainder arable of which upwards of 20 Acres are in
fallow. The piece called the Wires containing 12 Acres is very bad pasture & wants
draining. There is some Timber in Hagg hill Field, Broad Wood & Hither Holme, which
should be cut & sold, & the Vacancies in the former should be planted. Capon's Cleugh
contains a great deal of thriving Wood, consisting Oak, Ash, Scotch Elm etc etc which,
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with some in West brokenheugh Farm has lately been valued at upwards of £1301.
there are some vacant spaces in the above Cleugh which should be planted with
acorns, and the whole should be well fenced & preserved from Cattle.

The Housing on the above Farm is in good condition, bating some repairs wanting,
& ordered to be done by the Tenant. There is a Herd's House, Barn & Helm in
Highfield adjoining to Grindon Common built since the commencement of the present
Lease, they stand very bleak & exposed & should therefore be screened with some
plantations proper for the situation such as Scotch Firs, Elms etc

Having finished the above Farms we returned to Hexham, viewing part of
Allerwash in our way.

12 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Friday 12 Auglus]t

We began this day with the Farms on the So[uth] Side of So[uth] Tyne, proceeding in
the first place, to

Dewey Sike which is a piece of Rough Pasture containing 26A.2R.28P in the
occupation of John William Bacon Foster Esq. under a Lease for 99 Y[ea]rs expiring in
1786 at 1£.4s5.0d pAnn[um] being about 10 3/4 pAcre. It is all in one piece, with out any
Building upon it.

[Marginal note:] There has been a mistake in the making of the Survey of this
parcel of Ground as in Fact it only consists of 12A.3R. and in the original agreem[en]t to
Mr Bacon it is said to contain about 12A.

We went next to Harsondale which contains 129A.3R.4P & is lett to Thomas Robson
for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at 39£ pAnn[um] being about 6s pAcre. It consists of
between 20 & 30 Acres of Arable, 10 of which are in fallow & the remainder chiefly
rough woody pasture with some meadow. The Bank in Bank Pasture should be fenced
top & Bottom, the underwood cleared, young Oaks preserved & the vacant spaces
planted with Acorns.

The Housing is very mean & despicable.

From hence we went to Sillywray which contains 54A.2R.23P & is under Lease to
Nicholas Timperley, for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779, at 20£ pAnn[um] which is about
7s/3 1/2d pAcre About 1/2 of this Farm is pasture, the rest Arable none of which is in
fallow.

The Housing is in good condition; the Dwelling House with a Dairy & Byer, which
are of stone slated, were built about 4 Y[ea]rs ago but the windows want glazing, being
boarded up where broken in a very unsightly manner by the Tenant.

From this Farm we proceeded to Plankey Pasture which contains 25A.2R.12P and is
under Lease to Mr William Watson for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at 8£.10s.0d
pAnn[um] being about 6s/7d pAcre. This pasture is divided by a Lane. On the East side
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of which are about 10 Acres of Arable, & on the West the remainder being pasture &
meadow including about an Acre of wood which should be fenced from Cattle & the
vacant spaces planted with acorns. There is a small cottage upon this Pasture which
was built a few Y[ea]rs ago.

The next farm we visited was Vauce & Loaningfoot containing 117A.1R.12P & lett
to Geo[rge] Glenwright for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at 35£.10s.0d pAnn[um] being
about 6s pAcre. It consists of near 20 Acres of pasture & meadow. The rest arable of
which about 12 Acres is in fallow. The Vauce Housing except a Barn built about 6
Y[ea]rs ago, is very indifferent There is only a Cottage at Loaningfoot & that in bad
condition. From hence we proceeded to

Tedcastle which contains 27A.1R.0P & is let to John Leadbitter for 6 Y[ea]rs ending
in 1779 at 27£.10s.0d pAnn[um] being something more than 20s pAcre. It is all in
Tillage, of which about 8 Acres is Fallow. There is some wood, chiefly Ash, upon this
Farm, but of no great value. And there are some pieces of Freehold belonging to one
Mr Bacon very inconveniently intermixed with the Hospital's Land. The Housing is
very indifferent

We went next to Lough Green which contains 56 A.1R.3P and is lett to Anthony
Robinson for 6 Y[ea]rs ending in 1779 at 42£.55.0d pAnn[um] being something more
than 15s pAcre. It consists of about 1/2 meadow & pasture, the rest arable a small part
of which is in fallow. In Lough Green Pasture, part of which wants draining, is a very
good stone quarry which has been wrought for many Y[ea]rs. There is a small Intake
from the Common in front of the House containing 0A.1R.10P.

The Housing is very indifferent except a Barn & Stable which are good and a new
Dairy. With this Farm we finished the Business of the day & returned to Hexham.

13 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Saturday 13 Aug[us]t

We set off this morning to complete (having viewed a part of it on the 11th) our Survey
of

Allerwash which contains 400A.1R.24P & is under Lease to William & Thomas
Watson for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at 250£ /pAnn[um] being about 12s/6d pAcre. It
consists chiefly of arable with some pasture meadow & wood. The Tenants are
exceeding bad Farmers; their fallow shamefully foul & full of weeds, and their Land
mostly laid down without seeds. The Cleugh Head, Low Haugh (2) and Whorters want
draining. The Gooseholme near the River is well situated for growing Timber & should
therefore be planted with acorns. Capons Cleugh, part of which is adjoining to this
farm we have already spoken of under East brokenheugh. That wood, as well as the
youngwood growing in Pea Lands, should be well fenced & secured from Cattle who
do great damage, particularly to the latter which would, if preserved thrive very well
there being a great quantity of fine young Oaks growing quite down to the Rivers Side.
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We have seen a great deal of bad Husbandry on the Estate, but nothing hitherto to
be compared with what we met here; for which we think the Tenants should, whenever
there is a proper opportunity, be shewn some mark of the Board's displeasure.

There is a great deal of housing on this Farm having been formerly lett to 4 or 5
different Tenants & ought to be so again when the present Lease expires, being at
present too large for one occupancy. The Buildings, which have been just repaired by
the Tenants, are in general, pretty good, except some Cottages belonging to the Tenants
which are old & ruinous. From hence we proceeded to Fourstones which is lett out in
the following Farms Vizt

Spights Farm containing 110A.1R.37P in the Tenure of Henry Errington Esq under a
99 Y[ea]rs Lease expiring in 1782 at 30£ pAnn[um] being about 5s/5d pAcre. It is now in
the occupation of John Temperly, a Sub-Tenant, & consists of between 30 & 40 Acres of
meadow & pasture, & the remainder arable, a very small part of which is in fallow.

Lambert's Farm containing 35A.0R.9P in the Tenure of Cuthbert Lambert under a 99
Y[ea]rs Lease expiring in 1776 at 8£ pAnn[um] being about 4s/6 3/4d pAcre. It is now in
the Occuation of Robert Charlton a Sub-Tenant. It consists of about 8 Acres meadow &
pasture, the rest arable of which a small portion is in fallow.

Hotbank Farm containing 23A.3R.38P under Lease to William Charnley (a
Bankrupt) for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1787 at 24£ pAnn[um] which is about 20s pAcre. It
consists of about 8 Acres of meadow, the rest arable. The Hotbank Close Nol is very
boggy & wants draining. The Island & Wheat Field were very much damaged by the
great Flood in 1771 for which the Tenant had an allowance of 15£.10s.0d.

Gibsons Farm containing 137A.2R.11P is in the occupation of Geo[rge] Gibson,
William Lambert Robson & John Brown under a 99 Y[ea]rs Lease expiring in 1776 at
20£ pAnn[um] being about 2s/11d pAcre. It consists of between 40 & 50 Acres of
pasture & meadow the rest Arable of which a small part is in Fallow. The pasture part
of Haxton Brow is very rough & wants draining. On the outside of Reedland's Field &
Reedland's pasture adjoining to that part of Fourstone's Common, where the Colliery is
now working, being fit for little else, may be planted to advantage with Acorns; but in
that case it will be proper to make a good screen next to the common with several Rows
of Scotch Firs, Elms etc to shelter the young plants as they get up from the Winds

Martyr's Farm containing 182A.1R.36P is under Lease to William Whitfield, for 6
Y[ea]rs ending in 1779 at 185£ pAnn[um] being about 20s/3 1/4d pAcre. It consists of
between 60 & 70 Acres of meadow & rough pasture, the remainder arable, of which a
very small part is in fallow. About 8 Acres of the Haugh Close were spoiled by the
Inundation in 1771 & now lie covered to a great Depth with large Stones & Gravel, &
the remainder of the Field very much damaged by Sand now ploughed in. Part of the
Waterside was much damaged at the same time, & the Soil entirely taken away from
the Wastes near the River.

It were to be wished that the stones etc in the two first mentioned fields were
removed & the land laid down to meadow, being unsightly & disgraceful in their
present state & covering a good deal of fine Land. Haugh Close, which contains
upwards of 6 acres & is now in Tillage, should be also laid to meadow, as well as the
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other pieces near the river, to prevent the soil from being swept away by the Floods.
And several ponds of this farm should be drained, being in great want of it. The
meadow land in general is very good.

The house, Barn & stables belonging to this farm are very good but the other
Erections, which have been made by the tenants are very shabby. The building an
additional Stable and the raising of the roof of the Dairy; the former computed at £30
7s6d and the latter at £5 17s 5 1/2d (being part of the Buildings referred to in our
examination by the Board’s minutes of the 15 of June last, appearing to be very
necessary & proper Improvements we gave orders, the season being far advanced, for
them to be carried into execution.

Before we quit these Farms we must take notice of a very fine Wear or piece of
walling against the Tyne, lately finished. The old one was, for near % of a mile in length
having been blown up & destroyed by the great Flood of 1771. The present Wear is 600
yards long & appears to be executed in a very solid substantial manner, having cost
between 2 & 300£. Having viewed it we returned to Hexham.

Sunday 14th Aug at Hexham

15 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Monday 15th Aug[us]t

Set off this morning early to view the Hexhamshire Estates, accompanied by Mr
Jobling the Bailiff, in whose district they are, and proceeded in the place, to

Aydon Shields & Salmon Field both under lease to Joseph Bell for 21 Y[ea]rs
expiring in 1779 at £75 pAnn. being about 5s/2d pAcre. These farms consist of 287A. OR.
36P About 150 of which are in meadow, pasture & woodland, the rest arable of which a
very small part is in fallow. There are a great many good Oaks upon these farms & a
great many from old Stools which are in a retrograde State, & ought to be cut down &
sold; particularly in Cow’d Oak Field, the Shore Woods & Hall hill. One Y2 of the
Former Viz Cow’d Oak Field should be drained & planted. The Low Show, which is
something more than 11 Acres, is full of Bushes & underwood; and, as the soil is good
and the place well shelter’d it should either be stubbed & planted with Acorns (which
we recommend) or converted into meadow; either of which would be an improvement;
the reason why we prefer the former is that the soil & situation is proper for the growth
of Timber which will always find a good market in this Country both for the Collieries
& Lead Mines. We therefore think it will be proper to give orders for it's being dug,
planted with Acorns & properly fenced. About 6 Acres of the Haggs which adjoins the
Housing at Ayden Shields, being over-run with Bushes & underwood, should, in our
Opinion be treated in the same manner —

Salmon Field, which is One of the above farms, is in the Occupation of William Bell,
Joseph’s Brother.
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The Housing at Ayden Shields is in good Condition; that at Salmon Field indifferent
except a helm built about 60 Y[ea]rs ago. Hedges are much wanting in both and should
be forthwith planted.

From these Farms, we entered upon the <ad-in> called Heckely House which
contains 108A. OR. 16P & is under Lease to Joseph Green for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779
at £31.10s.0d pAnn. being about 5s/10d pAcre It consists of between 70 & 80 Acres of
meadow & pasture, the rest arable of which a small part is in fallow.

The Dwelling House is very indifferent; the other Buildings pretty good.

Hall New, a part of the above farm containing upwards of 70 Acres, should be
divided into smaller parcels & then fenced with quick hedges — The Hot bogg is very
moist & wants draining — From this Farm we entered upon that called

Rowleyhead which contains 136A.2R.10P and is under Lease to Christopher Nevin
for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at £10 pAnn. being about 5s/10d pAcre [ It consists of
about 80 Acres, pasture & meadow the rest Arable of which about 12 Acres are in
fallow. Black pasture, Lowhouse pasture & Low Close want draining and the 2 latter
clearing of Bushes.

The Housing, which is very neatly thatchd with Heath or Heather is in pretty good
condition. The Helm which has a Granary over it, was built about 10 Y[ea]rs ago. There
is another Set of housing occupied by the Tenant’s Brother, which, tho[ugh] small, is
tight & in good repair.

From hence we proceeded upon, Gairshields, a Farm at about 250 Y[ar]ds distance
surrounded by the Common, which contains 57A.3R.2P & is under Lease to John Curry
for 21 y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at £16 pAnn being about 5/6 2 pAcre. This farm, which
has scarce a hedge upon it, consists of the greatest part pasture, & meadow. One
parcel, containing near 11 Acres, laid down without Seeds & in bad Condition; which is
a piece of bad husbandry too common amongst the farmers in this part of the Country,
who pretend (tho[ugh] their only motive is an illjudged parsimony) that Seeds
impoverish the Land; not considering, at the same time, that the weeds which supply
their place, & are a disgrace to every good Husbandman, require an equal if not a
greater degree of nourishment.

The Housing on the above Farm is very indifferent.

From hence we proceeded over the Common to a small detached farm, about 2
Miles distant, called the Bush which contains only 18A.1R.25P & is under lease to
Thomas Ridley, in consequence of a permitted Assignment from William Bell, for 21
Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779, at £8 pAnn. being about 8/7 % pAcre. It consists of about 2
meadow & pasture (part of which was pared & preparing to be broke up) And the
remainder Arable. The Housing is small & but in indifferent condition.

From hence, returning over the Common, we went to Peacock House which Farm
contains 69A.3R.13P & is under Lease to James Carr for 21 y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at
£31 pAnn. being about 8s/10 1/4d pAcre. It consists of between 20 & 30 acres of
meadow & pasture, the rest arable, none of which is in fallow. In White Field, which
contains upwards of 35 Acres, are a great many shabby Oaks from Old Stools which
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should be cut down & the Ground cleared & converted into Tillage; being very good &
proper for the purpose.

Haggberry Hole, which is Rough pasture, we think should be planted part with Acorns
& the rest with willows.

The Devils Water which is very rapid & sudden in its motions frequently takes
away a great part of the waste Land of this farm adjoining to it. And there is a small
piece, which has been separated from Whitefield by the above river’s having made
itself a new channel, now claimed by Job Ward who owns the Lands in the opposite
side. It is not possible, without going into a very considerable expence, to secure the
Land against the Attacks of this outrageous River, nor is it worth while to be at that
expence as the Ground, which it takes away upon these Occasions, is of very little
value.

The Course of the Lead Mine belonging to the Trustees of the late Lord Crew’s
Charity is supposed to run under the above Farm. The Housing is small & but in
indifferent condition.

From here we went into the Lands of Turf House, which consists of 30A. 1R. 37P is
under Lease to Thomas Green for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at £13 pAnn. being about
8/6 V2 pAcre. It consists of about 24 Acres Arable of which a very small part is Fallow, &
the rest meadow & pasture. In the Bank pasture is a small Wood in which are some
strait thriving Oaks. Hedges are much wanted here, and also some plantations as a
screen to the Buildings.

The Lands of this Farm are awkward ly intermixed with others belonging to one Mr
Dixon. It were therefore much to be wished that the latter could be purchased; but, as
they are Copyhold it becomes a Matter of doubt how far the Hospital can make such a
purchase was the Proprietor inclined to sell upon equitable Terms. The Housing on this
Farm is very indifferent.

We next entered upon the adjoining Lands of Rawgreen & having viewed some
part returned to Hexham.

16 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Tuesday 16th Aug[us]t

Proceeded this morning to view the remainder of Raw Green, & the other Farms in
Hexhamshire, taking, in our way,

Whitley Mill & Ground, under Lease to Isaac Burnhope for 21 Y[ea]rs ending in
1779 at £26 pAnn. The Land consists of 7A. OR. 35P (exclusive of two incroachments
made about 20 y[ea]rs ago containing something more an Acre) and is valued at £7
pAnn. being about 20s/pAcre. It is chiefly meadow & adjoins to Rowley Water which
has carried away about 2 Roods of Abbey Holme. There are a few Oaks & Ash upon it.
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The Mill which was built about 2 Y[ea]rs ago, is valued at £19 pAnn. & is in very good
condition.

From hence we proceeded to Raw Green which contains 138A. OR. 24P is under
Lease to Robert Lowes Esq. of Hexham, for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at £45 pAnn.
Being about 6s/6 ¥4 d pAcre. We found it in the occupation of Thomas Askew &
Thomas Bell Sub Tenants. It consists of between 50 & 60 Acres of meadow & pasture,
some Woodland & the rest arable of which a very small portion is in fallow. There are
some good Oaks upon this farm particularly upon Far Banks (3) and Will’s Field, the
latter of which wants weeding & thinning. In Broomy pasture is a wood with some
shrubby Oaks which are past their growth & should therefore be cut down & sold as
should some of the same sort in Jenny’s Darg, and the ground properly prepared,
planted again with Acorns & firmed in; for without the latter it is in vain, as we have
already observed, to attempt the growth of Timber with any success, and, with it, in
many places planting would be unnecessary, as the young Oaks would spring in
sufficient quantities from the Acorn & come to maturity if protected from the Bite of
Cattle.

We cannot quit this Farm without mentioning with concern, that the Ax appears
but too plainly to have been made an improper use of in the woods, several of the Oaks
having been robbed of their Branches in a very shameful manner & other mischief
done. The Tenant Bell, who is suspected to have been an old Offender, was charged
with being concerned, but positively denied it’s having been done by him or by any
body else with his privity. However there was too much reason to doubt his veracity,
and we therefore recommend that Mr Lowes be immediately called upon to turn him
out of the Farm.

We next proceeded to Uppermyre House which Farm contains 50A. OR. 3P and is
under Lease to William Henderson & Wm Noble for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at £22
pAnn. being about 8s/9 ¥2 d pAcre It consists of about 15 or 16 Acres of meadow and
pasture, the remainder arable, nine of which is in fallow. There are a great many Oaks
on this farm, some in a thriving state, & others (which ought to be cut down & sold)
past their growth.

NB there are 2 Sets of Housing on the above Farm, which (except the Barns &
Stables) are very indifferent. There are 2 Sets of housing which are small & ordinary,
except a Stable which is pretty good. We went next to

Netherholmes which Farm contains only 8A. 2R. 37P & is under lease to Alice
Winter for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring 1779 at £8 pann. Being about 18s/3 ¥4 d pAcre. It consists
but of 2 fields, one of which (5 Acres) is chiefly meadow & pasture, the rest Arable. The
Dwelling House is old & small the Stable pretty good. From hence we proceeded to the

Stapples which Farm contains together 63A. 2R. 31P, but is now divided & lett to
the undermentioned persons for 21 Y[ea]rs ending in 1779 as follows, viz.

To George Dixon 34A. 1R. 20P at £15 pAnn. being about 8s/8 ¥4 d pAcre. About %2 of
this farm is meadow & pasture the latter very rough & swampy, the remainder Arable.
There are a great many Oaks past their growth in the Field called the Dales, which
should be cut down & sold & the Ground stubbed. there are some of the same sort in
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the Wood pasture & some which are in a thriving state. We recommend the Bank of the
last mentioned Field which adjoins the Devil’s Water to be planted & fenced, being a
very proper place for growing wood upon & scarce fit for any other purpose.

To William Angus 29A. 1R. 11P. at £15.10s.0d PAnn. being about 10s/8 ¥4 d pAcre.
this Farm consists of about 2 meadow & rough rushy pasture some of which wants
draining, the rest arable. There are 2 sets of housing in the above Farms, which
(excepting a Barn & Stable built a few Y[ea]rs ago) are but in very indifferent condition.

There we finished the Hexhamshire Estates, the wood upon which has been lately
valued at £1575.2s.0d And, having so done, rode over to Wooley which is at a few miles
distance & began upon the survey of that Farm but were obliged, on account of the
weather, to leave off, before we had made any considerable progress, And return,
thoroughly wet to Hexham.

17 Aug 1774 James Stuart

Wednesday 17th August.
This being a wet day and unfit for the prosecution of our Business in the Fields,
we made up the opportunity to revisit

Langley Lead Mill & ¢ and accordingly went over that place. This mill with the
several conveniences and machinery belonging to it was finished about seven years
ago, under the directions of the present receivers upon an excellent plan, as it appears
to us, and in a handsome substantial manner. The smelting house contains four
hearths, three for ore and one for slags. The refinery which is a building detached at a
small distance, contains a refining and reducing furnace. Besides which there is an
office for the Mill Agent, a smith's shop, and ample provisions of peat houses, Bing
steads for holding the various ores etc.

The principal supply of water for the use of this Mill is from the level of Gregshield
colliery, about 1/4 of a mile off - which has as we have been informed this advantage
that it has not yet been known to freeze (even in the hardest of frosts) before it gets to
the mill or even for, some space afterwards; whereas the contrary happens at other lead
mills in this part of the country which are frequently stopped working in the winter for
a considerable time on that account.

We saw the different operations of smelting both the ore and the slag, refining and
reducing the litharge into lead again, and making what they call the test, which is an
oblong shallow vessel, composed of a certain proportion of bone and fern ashes in
which the lead is run in order to its being refined. Ashes are used on account of their
unvitrificable quality resisting in a wonderful manner the extreme heat of the
reverberatory furnace.

A cake of pure silver was taken off whilst we were present, weighing more than
1,300 ounces, being the largest by upwards of one sixth part of any that had been
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produced at this mill before. It was the produce of 2,667 pigs of lead, whose weight was
2,671 cwt. 2 grs. 15 Ibs.

These pigs had by a previous operation of the same kind been so far refined as to
be brought down to 22 pigs only. The produce of silver upon this occasion was about
11 ozs. for every fodder of lead, the loss of which latter by refining and reducing is
reckoned upon an average about one fifth part.

The workmen who are employed in smelting etc. are paid by weight

as under: -
£ s d

Smelters of refinable ore 6. 0 per fodder
Smelters of slags 12. 0 per fodder
Smelters of litharge, black

slags, and test bottom lead 1. 8. 0 per fodder
Persons for stamping and

washing black slags 7.0. 0 per fodder
Persons smelting lead from

black slags 3. 0 per fodder
Refiners 2.10
Reducers 1. 6
Reducers for weighing 2

Two smelters at the one hearth will smelt about 17 pigs of 1 cwt. each and
sometimes more if the ore is free, in; about 12 hours. Three refiners can refine about
three fodders, which is as much as one test can conveniently hold, in about 22 hours;
but then nearly one third part of that time is taken up to prepare for working by
heating the furnace and gently drying the test. Three reducers can reduce about two
and one third fodders in twelve hours. As to what may be earned at the slag hearth, by
stamping and washing the black slags, smelting litharge slags, etc., we were not able to
learn with any precision, 'but as the prices allowed per fodder are so much more than
the others it must necessarily follow that the operations of producing the same quantity
of lead must be proportionably more tedious.

The Mill Agents” house & the four others for the workmen which adjoin to it are in
very good condition being all built of stone & covered with heath. Some land,
containing 60a 3r 17p has been taken off from that part of Langley Castle farm, which is
in the occupation of Thomas Brown, for the use of the above agent & workmen besides
21a 2r 31p more spoiled by the smoke form the Mil & Refinery & taken up with the
buildings & necessary works. Brown is allowed £26 p. Ann for the whole — which is
made up in the following manner

£ sd

Paid by the Hospital p. ann 7.0.0

Agent 6.2.6
Dukesfield Smelters and Carriers Project Dukesfield Documents
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Workmen 13.7.0
26.9.6

The surplus of 9s6d is applied towards paying 5 p cent upon the money expended
in making fences &c

The above mentioned 60a 3r 17p are divided into small Farms which are improving
and the young quick fences are in a thriving condition.

18 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Thursday 18th Aug[us]t

We returned this morning to Wooley and resumed the survey of that farm, an
Account of which is as follows

Wooley contains 303A. 1R. 26P including 168A. OR. 23P being the Hospital’s
Allotment upon a late Division of Bulbeck Common & is under lease to Martin
Swinburn, for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779, at £58 pAnn. being about 3s/9 % d pAcre
altogether. This farm consists of nearly %2 meadow, pasture & woodland; the rest
Arable, about 12 Acres of which is in fallow —the pasture in general is rough & some
part of it wants draining. About %2 an Acre of the Haugh, in which is a Cottage & the
ruins of a mill has been damaged & rendered almost useless by the inundations of the
Devil’s Water whose attacks are so sudden & violent as scarce to be resisted. The
greatest part of Calf Close which is upwards of 31 Acres, is a wood consisting of some
fine thriving Oaks & Ash, we found about 2 Acres of it under the plough, preparing for
Tillage, but we recommend the whole to be planted where there are vacant spaces with
acorns; the soil & situation being particularly well adapted for the Growth of Timber.
In a piece of ground called the Spring and also in the West Field & Low Field are
several ordinary Oaks from old Stools; which, being past their growth, we recommend
to be taken down & sold.

The Timber up on this Farm has been lately valued at £791.

The greatest part of the above Allotment is in Tillage & the remainder rough
pasture, but by the appearance of the Crops the soil is very far from good. A new Wall
upwards of 100 Roods long has been built this spring on the West Side of the Hexham
road which runs thru the above Allotment, the expence of which, including Gates etc
has amounted to £40; it is well executed & appears to be a very necessary
improvement. The Hospital’s Tenant, before the Division took place occupied the
whole of this allotment (except about 47 Acres) as an Incroachment & paid £3 pAnn.
Acrage Money for it to Mr Baker Lord of the Manor.

There is a deep Gill or Hollow between part of the above Allotment & Corbridge
Fell of which the D[uke] of Northumberland is Lord; in the bottom of which is a small
run of water which forms the Boundary. It seems to us that a stone Wall or some other
fence should be put up (giving & taking according to the winding of the Gill) to
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prevent interpasturage which must otherwise unavoidably happen & that then some
plantations may probably be made to advantage on the Bank on the Hospitals side, &
we therefore desired the Receivers to give it a further consideration & to endeavour to
learn if the Duke will consent to be at %2 the expence.

The housing on this farm is pretty good & the Farm itself, from the diversity of the
Ground & the disposition of the Wood upon it one of the prettiest we have seen since
we left Keswick.

From hence we went over to Dilston & having visited some parts of the Lands
there & at Corbridge which will be spoken of more particularly hereafter, we returned,
late in the Evening to Hexham.

19 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Friday 19th Aug[us]t

We went this morning, in the first place, to Thornborough which farm containing
767A.0R.8P is under Lease to Paul Hall, Ralph Davidson & Ralph Wardell, for 21
Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779, at 330£ PAnn[um] being about 8s/7 1/4d pAcre. It consists of
about 500 Acres of meadow, pasture, wood & clover; the rest Arable of which about
50Acres is in Turnips. The North Leadpitthills, & burnt Lands, which alone contain
157A. 1R.20P are all rough pasture which wants draining. Of what is called the Wood
there are about 28 Acres in Tillage, the rest meadow & woodland including a very
steep rocky Cliff or Scar covered with Bushes & underwood which extends down to the
So[uth] Tyne; the meadow part forming a Kind of Amphitheatre within the wood,
ought to be planted, its situation being proper for that purpose. But, as Oak does not
seem to thrive here, we would recommend the plantation to be with Ash & Scotch Elm,
and that any other vacant spaces within the wood should be planted in like manner;
the whole to be properly fenced & secured from Cattle. We also think that a part on the
underside of South Lead Pitt Hills & North Dale adjoining the Burn should be planted
about 4 rod wide it being a very proper place for the purpose. The Holmes about 12
Acres, now great part of it improperly in Tillage, should be laid down to meadow
again.

Little Shildon Common, belonging to the D[uke] of Northumberland as part of his
Manor of Corrbridge, adjoins to some of the Lands of Thornborough; Upon this
Common is a Lough at which the Tenants of Thornborough have a right to water their
Cattle, but not to depasture on the Common.

About 3Y[ar]ds of Hathery Leases within Thornborough Bounder hedge is claimed
by Mr Windship of Aydon, and something more by one Mr Read, for Scythe or Sickle,
but not to eat we were shewn the spots which are now set off with bounder stones. The
No[rth] & So[uth] Leadpitt Hills & burnt Lands, which contains upwards of 200 Acres,
should be divided into small parcels, hedged off, & planted in different places
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particularly next the Common being now very & exposed. And the Farm, which is now
too large, lett out to different persons when the present Lease expires.

The Housing (of which there are 3 Setts) is, upon the whole, in good condition. A
Stable & 2 new Byers were built about 6 Y[ea]rs ago.The Wood on this Farm was lately
valued at 100£.

There is plenty of Limestone and a Quarry & Kiln are under Lease to the
abovementioned Hall & Wardell, for 8 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at 5£ pAnn[um] who
are working the same very briskly

From hence we proceeded to view the Remainder of

Corbridge This Farm consists of upwards of 130 <.> or small parcels of Land in both
sides the Tyne containing together 189A.0R.36P, almost all in Tillage but greatly
intermixt with other property, some of these parcels, particularly in the East Common
Field, have been inclosed by the Tenant, other Tenants having done the like. It also
contains 60A.0R.1P of Fairnly pasture, the Leeses & Strangshea pasture being 42/405
parts of the whole. The Leeses & Strangshea pasture have been allotted by the Tenants
& are now in Tillage. The whole therefore 249A.1R.36P, is under Lease to John
Charlton, for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779, at 157£ pAnn[um] which is about 12s/6 1/2d
pAcre & consists chiefly of Arable. It enjoys Common of Pasture on Corbridge Fell &
little Shildon (of both which the D[uke] of Northumberland is Lord) containing
together upwards of 3000 Acres.

The dividing & inclosing the above Common Fields, the soil of which seems in
general to be of a good quality, would certainly be of great Advantage to the
concerned, as the <Parts> are very small & widely dispersed. Most of the proprietors
(of whom there are a great number) are, as we are informed, inclined to a Division &
there is reason to think that some steps will be speedily taken to bring it about; Should
that be the case we would recommend to the Commiss[ioner]s of the Hospital to
consent to, and promote as much as possible, a division upon equitable Terms; as a
very necessary & desirable improvement to the Hospital's Estate.

[Marginal note: ‘A Division of these Common Fields as well as the Common &
Stinted pasture has since taken place.’]

The Housing on this Farm is in pretty good condition, having been all of it having
been all of it built within these 15 Y[ea]rs, there having been none in the Farm before
except 2 Cottages. Having finished here we returned to Hexham, viewing Widehaugh,
part of Dilston, as we went along which will be spoken of hereafter.

20 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Saturday 20 Aug[us]t

We sett off this morning to view the Remainder of the Farms on the So[uth] Side of
So[uth] Tyne and accordingly began with
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Middledean Raw, which contains 82A.1R.15P & is under Lease to Nicholas Waugh
for 6 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at 53£ pAnn[um] being about 12s/10d pAcre. It consists of
about 1/2 meadow & pasture; the rest arable, of which a small part is in fallow &
turnips.

The Housing on this farm is very ruinous & bad, & the Dwelling House, in
particular, very dangerously so. We are therefore of Opinion that the following
Buildings, of the dimensions proposed by the Receivers & mentioned in the Estimate
transmitted with their [space left] of the 3d of June last, are very necessary & proper,

vizt.
£ sd
A new Dwelling House, estimated at 55 1 1
Dairy 1014 2
Byer 24 53
Stable 1518 0
10518 6

and that the Slating of the Barn should be altered as they have proposed; vizt. the Skew
Stones or Tabling taken down, & the Gabels slated over, which latter has not only a
much better appearance, but has been found, by experience by far the best method of
preserving the wall & keeping the slating firm. the expence of this alteration is
estimated at 3£.10s.4d. We therefore recommend that the whole of the above Buildings
etc should be proceeded upon next Y[ea]r; the season being too far advanced to do it
this.

We proceeded next to the adjoining Farm of East dean Raw which contains
118A.3R.17P & is under lease to Thomas Coats for 6 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at 61£
pAnn[um] being about 10s/3d pAcre. It consists of between 60 & 70 Acres of meadow
& pasture, the rest arable, of which about 18 Acres are in fallow. The West bank Field
which is very wet & overrun with Bushes etc should be drained, cleared & laid down
to meadow.

The Housing is small & in very indifferent condition. The Addition proposed by the
Receivers, to be made to the Dwelling house by raising the Stable, & making a Room
over it appears to be very necessary & proper; there being only one lodging room at
present, & that over the Byer where the Cattle stand; the expence of which
improvement /will according to the beforementioned Estimate, be no more than
14£.6s.10 1/2d We also think that what the Receivers have proposed with respect to the
altering of the Slating of the House & Barn, in the same manner as hath been
beforementioned, in treating of the preceding farm, the expence of which is estimated
at 5£.11s.8d , is very proper & therefore recommend that orders be given to cause the
whole to be done. From hence we went to the

Lees which contains 166A.1R.16P & is under lease to William Swinburn for 6
Y[ea]rs ending in 1779 at 126£ pAnn[um] being about 15s/1 1/2d pAcre It consists of
between 50 & 60 Acres of meadow & rough pasture, the remainder arable, of which
upwards of 40 Acres is fallow or Turnips. The Lees Haugh & Low West Field want
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draining, all the rest of the Land is in remarkable good condition, Swinburn appearing
to be an excellent Farmer & therefore certainly deserving of any preference which can
be properly given him at another Letting. The Tyne has made some Inroads upon this
Farm & considerable Wears have been from time to time to defend the Land, part of
which are now blown up, but the River having in some Measure changed it's course,
what remains of these two Wears, seems by the experience of the last two winters,
sufficient.

The Housing is in good condition, but wants the Skew Stones to be taken off & the
Gabels slated in the manner we have before mentioned. There are some Cottages
adjoining which having been built by the Tenants & therefore not repaired by the
Hospital, are in a very ruinous condition. These should either be taken down or put
into repair, as they are, in their present state, a disgrace to the other Buildings.

From hence we entered the adjoining farm of Langley Castle which contains
434A 2R.30P & is under Lease to Geo[rge] Thompson & Thomas Brown's
Representatives, for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at 110£.10s.0d pAnn[um] being about
5s/1d pAcre. It contains about 1/2 meadow & pasture, besides what is laid to Langley
Mill as beforementioned, the remainder arable of which a good deal is fallow or
Turnips. Thomas Fall is a Sub Tenant to Thompson & seems a decent intelligent young
man.

The Housing is very indifferent, the whole adjoins to the castle which has now
nothing but the outside walls standing & 2 or 3 small arched rooms made use of by the
Tenants for Granaries etc. From this Farm we went to the adjoining one of,

Light Birks which contains 87A.3R.11P is under Lease to William Eshton for 68
y[ea]rs ending in 1779 at 80£ pAnn[um] being about 18s/2d pAcre. It is in the
occupation of Joseph Pigg junr. a Sub Tenant, & consists of between 20 & 30 Acres of
meadow & pasture, the remainder arable, of which a small part is in Fallow. Some part
of the Land wants draining & Broad Field, which alone contains 57 1/2 Acres should be
divided into smaller parcels. From hence we entered the Lands of,

Esphill, which farms contains 79A.2R.25P. & is in the occupation of Thomas Coats
under a 99 Y[ea]rs Lease which will expire in 1780, at 22£ pAnn[um] being about 5s/6d
pAcre. It consists of between 20 & 30 Acres of meadow & pasture some of which wants
draining, the remainder arable of which a small portion is Fallow or Turnips. Two
small pieces of the meadow called the Strothers containing together 4A.0R.30P are on
the opposite side of the Tyne a little above Haydon Bridge. In Esphill pasture is a piece
of woodland which we recommend to be cleared where necessary & planted with
Acorns.

The Housing, as usual upon these kind of Leaseholds, is mean, old & ruinous.

Having finished the above Farms which are all on the South side of the Tyne to the
Westward of Haydon Bridge except the Land's End, and the Evening coming on, we
returned to Hexham; leaving the last mentioned Farm [un]til Monday as we had some
particular enquiries to make concerning abuses said to have been committed there.
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21 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Sunday 21st Aug]us]t

At Hexham We received this day a proposal (No [space left]) from William Cooke &
Jonathan Spark for the Coal in Alston Moor, which appearing to us as well as the
Receivers of too extensive a nature, we do not recommend to be accepted, especially as
it may interfere with the poor Inhabitants working Crow Coal, which is a great
convenience to them.

22 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Monday 22 Augl[us]t

We proceeded this morning according to our Resolution to view the

Land Ends & Hill Closes. Which Farm containing 300A.1R.2P is under Lease to
William & Thomas Todd for 20 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at 143£.10s.0d pAnn[um] being
about 9s/6 3/4d pAcre It consists of between 40 & 50 Acres of meadow & rushy pasture,
part of which wants draining; & some Clover; the remainder arable, part of which is
fallow (very foul) & some Turnips.

Upon going over this Farm, there was but too much reason to think that the Abuses
complained of by Edward Coats of Haydon Bridge in his Letter to the Secretary of the
18th of Jan[uar]y last had been committed. Tho[ma]s Coats by some accident or other
was prevented from attending us round the Premises as we had appointed. We found
several of the young Oaks in the Land's end Haugh very shamefully cut &
dismembered of their branches, & upon asking one of the Tenants who was present,
how it had happened, he strenuously denied that he knew anything of the matter, but
upon our discovering some of the Branches with the leaves on in the Hedges, he could
no longer plead ignorance, but acknowledged that he believed that they came from the
above place, & had been cut by some of his servants. After which we discovered in
going through the wood in the pasture several of the Oaks treated in like manner. We
also found that the Tenants had lately ploughed up about 16 Acres of fresh Land
without Leave, expressly contrary to one of the Covenants of their Lease, for which
they are liable to pay 40s pAcre and which we therefore recommend to be immediately
demanded of them, more especially as they are exceedingly bad Husbandmen &
Appearances of other Abuses are so strong against them.

Besides the wood in the Lands end Haugh, there are a great number of Oaks in the
above pasture which are chiefly from old Stools & past their growth, for which reason
we recommend that they forthwith be taken down & sold & the bank on which they
stand, fenced in & planted with acorns. The whole Timber on the Farm has been lately
valued at 210£.
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The Dwelling House is in tolerable good condition, excepting that some repairs are
wanting to be done by the Tenants. It was built since the Commencement of the present
Lease. The other Housing is in general very good, Two Byers & a helm having been
lately new built.

Having finished our Observations & Enquiries here we repaired to Haydon Bridge
where we found the abovementioned Edward Coats, & having examined him upon the
subject of the Abuses mentioned in his aforesaid Letter, he gave us the following
Information. Vizt.

That Thomas Pearson who is employed under Bell the Bailiff was formerly a
Weaver & now follows the Butcher's Business at Haydon Bridge, renting a Shop
of Tho[ma]s Farlam of that place, and that he (the s[ai]d Pearson) was seen last
Winter at 9 oclock in the Evening carrying 3 pieces of Wood into Farlam's
House.

That the abovementioned Todds the Farmers of Land's End had torn up 3
pieces of pasture last winter & laid none down in lieu, & that they have got 22
crops in 21 Y[ea]rs.

That Gabriel Wren who is a Sub Tenant of Millhills New Lease, has torn up &
turned into Tillage almost all the Ground in that Farm, except a Bog.

That the Tenants of Allerwash rent Meadow Land at Newbrough, having
converted the greatest part of their own farms into Tillage.

That several large good Trees had been cut down last Winter in Capon's
Cleugh for Matthew Pigg the Tenant of Page Croft & the abovementioned
Gabriel Wren; which had been converted to their own private uses. And that
Pearson the Bailiffs Assistant had sent lately to the above Matthew Pigg to desire
him to put his wood out of the way.

That there is a Fall of Wood every Y[ea]r in Capon's Cleugh for the Tenants
& that Bell the Bailiff has the Bark.

That William Watson of Allerwash has been a great Enemy to the woods,
having got a great deal out of Capon's Cleugh.

That about 8 or 9 Y[ea]rs ago William Kemp who married the said Watson's
Daughter & lived 4 Y[ea]rs at Allerwash cut near £400 worth of Wood in the
abovementioned Cleugh & carried it to Mr Lasonby's Farm at Settlingstones;
that Edward Charlton (now Sub Tenant to Matthew Pigg in the Toft's Farm)
drove the Cart which carried it away. And that, notwithstanding Bell the Bailiff
was told of it, by the Informant Coats, not above a fortnight after it happened, he
(Coats) never heard that any further notice was taken of it.

That three Large Ash Trees & some Alders cut from Woodhall, had been
given last Winter, by Pearson to Joseph Routledge the Sub Tenant of Woodhall
Mills which were carried to the High Kiln near the said Mills & converted to
Husbandry purposes;

And that Henry Atkinson the Hospital's Tenant (under 99 Y[ea]rs Lease now
near expiring) of Broomhill, Peel Well & Whitfields' Tenement had taken some
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Ground from Low Field belonging to the last mentioned Farm & added it to his
own Freehold; that the said Atkinson had taken a great deal of Timber out of
Broombhill houses & converted it to his own use; and that he carries the Hay &
Dung from the Hospital's Farms to expend upon his own Land at Haydon
Bridge

Having received this Information we first proceeded to the Toft's Farm & upon
enquiring of the said Edward Charlton, we found, notwithstanding at first he seemed
backward in acknowledging it, that he had been employed in carrying to Mr Lasonby's
several Loads of Oak Stakes (which had been made use of for making fences etc on his
farm) about the time mentioned by Coats.

We then went to Page Croft, and, upon searching the Barn, found several pieces of
very fine Ash, & some Oak, Timber, cut out for <fillies> & other private uses. Matthew
Pigg the Tenant acknowledged that he had six Ash Trees last Winter, out of Capon's
Cleugh, for making Gates, tho[ugh] it appeared that there was but one Gate upon his
whole Farm, which could require Timber of any size, all the rest being Hurdle Gates, or
<Flakes> (as they are called in this Country, which are made of the Grains or small
Branches of Trees. As to the Oak, he pretended he had bought it some Y[ea]rs ago, but
of that there was too much reason to doubt.

From hence we proceeded to Millhills New Lease & upon reaching there, found a
great deal of Ash, some of it very good, part worked up into the Wain Shafts &
converted to other private uses. Gabriel Wren, his sub-tenant, acknowledged that he
had five or six ash trees last winter out of capon’s Cleugh, from Pearson.

We then went to the Cleugh with Coats who showed us the stumps or stobs from
whence the abovementioned trees (as he assured us) had been cut, some of which were
of a very large size. Here we left him, directing him to meet us at Woodhall Mill
tomorrow morning and then returned ourselves to Hexham.

We cannot help taking notice upon this occasion that upon enquiring of Bell the
Bailiff (before we went to Pigg’s and Wren’s farms) what Trees had been given them
out of Capon’s Cleugh last winter he was at first very evasive in his answers, and at
last declared that they had no more than six between them; whereas it appeared
afterwards by the same Pigg’s & Wren’s own confession, that they had had twice that
number, a plain proof that Bell had been, at least, exceedingly careless & inattentive to
his duty, in suffering Timber to be cut & carried off from the Hospital's woods without
setting out himself the particular trees & seeing that they & they only were taken
down.

Upon enquiry we found what Coats had said about the Bark was true. Bell, who is a
Tanner taking it whenever there is a Fall of wood; but tho” he may pay for it at the
Market price, as the Receivers assured us he did, it nevertheless, as there is no cheque
upon him, appears to us irregular, and we therefore recommend that whenever any
wood or bark (let the quantity be ever so small) is to be disposed of, Orders may be
given for it to be sold to the highest bidder at a public sale.
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23 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Tuesday 23 Augt

Went this morning to Woodhall Mills where we met Edward Coats according to
appointment who accompanied us to a Bank in Woodhall Farm a small distance off on
the River’s side & shewed us the Stumps or Stools of the Trees which according to his
information had been cut down last winter & given to Joseph Routledge the Miller. We
measured those of Ash & found their dimensions as under vizt.

18 inches by 17 inches
17 by 15
12 byl

We then went back to the Mills & searched them & the several outhouses & found
nothing but some small stuff which Pearson declared had been given by him to the
Miller for Gate Boot &c. We then searched the Dwelling House and in a small place
adjoining the Bed Chamber we found several fine pieces of Ash converted for <Fellies>
& other private uses. Upon asking the Miller how he came by it, he & his wife
positively declared that he had bought it, but neither of them would tell when or from
whom. At last one of the miller’s sons (who appeared to be a man grown, very
candidly confessed that those pieces were part of the Ash Trees before mentioned; tho’
Pearson had roundly asserted that the Miller had had nothing more than the Gateboot
first found. From these circumstances there not appearing the least doubt of Caots’
information respecting the above transaction, we recommend that Orders be given to
the Receivers to insist upon Routledge who is only a sub-tenant being immediately
turned out of the Mills; and shall ourselves before we leave this part of the country give
direction to Bell to discharge Pearson and never to employ him again in anything
which concerns the Hospital.

The abovementioned Mills & the ground which is occupied with them are under
Lease to Christopher Nicholson for 21 years expiring in 1782 at £563 p Ann. The mills
are valued at £50 p Ann, & the ground which contains 53A 3R 29P at 23s being about 8s
2% d p Acre. It consists chiefly of pasture & meadow. There are some pretty thriving
Oaks & Ash in the Mill Haugh near the roadside, part of which Haugh, which Adjoins
the river, has been improperly broke up & should be laid down again to prevent the
soil being wash’d away by the Floods.

The Mills (3 in number) are at a small distance from each other, and are worked
by the same stream. They are all old & in bad condition & will shortly want a
considerable repair or to be rebuilt. We therefore recommend that, whenever the one or
the other becomes necessary, the old Mills be taken down & one good mill (sufficient to
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do the business of this part of the country) with all proper conveniences built in their
stead. The Miller’s dwelling house & housing are very indifferent.

From hence we entered into the Lands of Woodhall, which farm containing
290A OR 13P is under Lease to Thomas Coats for 21 yrs expiring in 1779 at £120 p ann
being about 8s 3 ¥4 d p Acre. It consists of about 170 acres of meadow & pasture with
some clover & woodland. The rest is arable of which between 30 & 40 acres are in
fallow (chiefly foul) or Turnips. The meadows now in Tillage should be meadow; the
Glens in Woodhall pasture planted & fenced, & the lower part of Tindal park also
planted & fenced at the top.

The dwelling house is not very good, but there are a new stable & Byer of stone
& slated, a new helm thatched & some very good Barns, all of which want some rpair
in their roofs which the tenant was ordered to get done immediately.

Upon searching the Buildings we found some pieces of large ash timber which
tho” there was no proof, appeared clearly from their size to be part of one of the ash
trees cut down on Woodhall Bank as beforementioned and so the Tenant Coats was
given to understand at the same time letting him know, that we were the more induced
to be of that opinion as he had been detected but a few months ago in cutting down a
large ash tree upon his Farm & had paid the penalty, at the same admonishing him to
take care how he offended in that particular again, as in case of detection he would not
only be made to pay the penalty but prosecuted with the utmost severity of the law.

The wood upon the above farm has lately computed at £155.

Having finished we repaired to Haydon Bridge, where at the request of the
before mentioned Edward Coats, we viewed a small Stable under the Moot Hall or
Court House for the Barony of Langley, which Stable he rents of Bell the Bailiff, it
having been insinuated by Pearson, that part of a Tree given to Coats for the purpose of
making a Gate, Stakes etc had been applied by him to the making of a Door & other
Conveniences for the said Stable. It appeared, upon inquiry that the above Tree was an
old decayed pollard which grew in that part of Strother's Close which Coats occupies,
that, some of it not being proper for the uses for which it had been given, as it would
not split, he had made use of a part for the abovementioned Conveniences, and
Pearson had taken away the remainder which he detained at his own house. We then
ordered Pearson to fetch, & he accordingly brought, the said piece, which, as well as
what had been applied to make the door etc appeared clearly to be improper for the
uses for which it was originally intended; And that, therefore, Pearson's information
was frivolous & malicious & made only with a view to prejudice Coat's in our Opinion.

Having dispatched this important Business we went to Strother's Close, & were
shewn, on our Way thither, that part of Low field said to have been taken off by Henry
Atkinson & added to his own Freehold. Coats pointed out, & we thought we could
discover the Traces of the old fence, wherefore we desired the Receivers to make a
more particular enquiry into the matter, the first convenient opportunity, and also into
the other matters laid to the charge of Henry Atkinson by Coats & to report to the
Board the result thereof. We then went into
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Strother's Close and found the hardship complained of by Coats with respect to rent
to be real as he pays for the part he occupies containing only 3A.1R.24P no less than 8.£
10.s 0d pAnn[um] being at the rate of 2£.8s.6 3/4d pAcre; whereas Henry Atkinson,
who rents the other part (which is the very same kind of Land, only not so well
managed by him) containing 3A2R16P pays no more for it than 3£.3s.0d pAnn[um]
being at the rate of 17s6d pAcre; a plain proof that Coats, as he hath already stated to
the Board, did expect, when he gave in his proposal, that he was to have the whole
Close; we do therefore recommend that he may have some Redress, and, at the same
time propose, that no more rent be taken of him, during the remainder of his term
(which having been only for six Y[ea]rs, will expire in 1779) then what shall be in
proportion to the rent which Atkinson now pays; and that such money as he may have
already paid more than such proportion be returned to him.

The above, in our opinion, ought to be done from a principle of Justice; and we
think Coats, moreover, deserving of a reward for the Discoveries which he has made &
which may be productive of much service to the Hospital; especially, as by so doing, he
will most likely create himself Enemies amongst men few of whom would perhaps
scruple to commit depredations in the Hospital's Estate, could they do it without
detection. We saw an Instance of Enmity to him whilst on the spot, for Bell the Bailiff
(piqued, as we imagine, with him for what he had done) endeavoured to brow beat
him & otherwise treat him in a very improper manner, for which we thought it
necessary to reprehend the Bailiff, & accordingly did it very severely. From hence we
went to

Langley So[uth] Common to view a piece of Ground which Francis Tweddell Esq of
Threepwood is desirous of taking in and inclosing. It contains, as near as we could
judge 10 or 12 Acres & adjoins to his Estate at Threepwood where there is an ancient
Intake. We found stones laid down & in readiness to make the fence but Mr tweddell,
who attended, was told he must not proceed any further, without applying for, &
obtaining proper Leave from the Commissioners of the Hospital; we then proceeded to
the adjoining Farm of

Dinnetly, which contains 107A.2R. 25P & is under Lease to John Cook for 21 Y[ea]rs
expiring in 1779 at 27£.10s.0 pAnn[um] being about 5s/1 1/4d pAcre. It consists of
about 50 Acres of pasture, the greatest part boggy & the rest very poor & stoney; 20
Acres of Woodland; & the remainder arable, of which about 13 Acres is foul, fallow or
Turnips.

The wood consists entirely of Oaks* (*the Timber has been lately valued at £675)
which are come to a pretty good size; being strait, handsome trees & in a thriving state.
It was thinned last Season & the Weedings as they are called, sold to the Lead Mine
company for the use of the Mines in Alston Moor. Great part of these Weedings still
remain scattered up & down the wood, not having been taken away by the Purchasers,
which we think may be attended with great Inconvenience, as it affords a pretence for
people to come at all times into the Woods with axes etc and, under that pretence to
commit Abuses without being discovered. We are therefore of opinion that, whenever
any wood or bark is to be sold it should be brought to a particular spot on the skirts of
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the wood & laid together, & the purchaser obliged to remove it in a certain reasonable
time. Having finished our survey of Dinnetly Wood the advancing state of which gave
us much pleasure, and taken a view of the Tenants housing which we found very
indifferent, we entered upon the Lands of

Elrington which lie in Common fields very inconveniently interspersed with the
Estates of the beforementioned Mr Threepwood and Mr Johnson of Ebchester; They
consist of upwards of 160 parcels & contain together 240A.0R.10P, including
41A.3R.35P, being the Hospital's share of an Intake from the Common made about 30
Y[ea]rs ago. These Lands are under Lease to Joseph Maughan & William Wear for 21
Y[ea]rs ending in 1779 at 65£ pAnn[um] being about 5s/6d pAcre. Almost the whole in
Tillage and in very bad condition.

It is much to be wished that the above Common Fields were divided & inclosed, &
there seems now to be nothing to prevent it provided parliamentary Authority can be
obtained; Mr Tweddell having as we have been informed, exprest his desire to have it
done, as well as the other proprietor who is nor nearly of age. We therefore think that
some steps should immediately be taken to bring it about & that the Receivers should
have directions for that purpose.

The Housing belonging to the above Farm is very indifferent, except a Barn, Byer &
Stable built since the commencement of the present Lease. There is a Smith's Shop at
Elrington under Lease to Thomas Coats for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at 5£ pAnn[um].

Having finished viewing the above Lands which took us up til it was quite dark, we
returned to Hexham.

24 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Wednesday 24 Aug[us]t

We proceeded this morning to view Coastley & its Appurt[enance]s; and in the first
place came to

Baggraw, which Farm containing 118 A.3R.36P is under Lease to George Jackson's
Representatives for 21 Y[ea]rs, expiring in 1779 at 32£ pAnn[um] being about 5s/4 1/2d
pAcre. It is now in the occupation of Edward Atkinson a Sub Tenant, & consists of
about 30 Acres of meadow & pasture, some Woodland, and the remainder Arable, of
which about 12 acres are in fallow or Turnips. Included in the above quantity are
40A.2R.17P. which was an Allotment upon a division of Hexham Common some
Y[ea]rs ago. There are some shabby Oaks in the High Wood & Low Wood which
should be taken down & sold & the Bushes cleared away from the former, which if
drained, will then make an excellent pasture.

The Wood upon this farm has been lately valued at £210. The Housing is all very
good, and there are a Cottage & 2 Byers which are almost new.

From hence we entered the adjoining Farm of Longhope which contains 224A .2R.3P
& is under Lease to Mr Mills Representatives, for 21 Y[ea]rs, expiring in 1779 at £61
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pAnn[um] being 5s/5 1/4d pAcre. It consists of more than 1/2 meadow & pasture, the
remainder arable of which about 20 Acres fallow and some Wood, and is now in the
Occupation of Rob[er]t Dixon a Sub Tenant. Included in the above quantity are
68A.0R.33P being an Allotment from Hexham Common. There are some good Oaks in
Longhope Wood & room for more, we therefore recommend the vacancies to be
planted with acorns & the whole to be well fenced in.

The Housing belonging to this Farm is not very good, except a Cottage & Byer built
about 9 Y[ea]rs ago. From hence we went into the adjoining Lands of

Coastley which Farm contains 482A.2R.23P. and is under Lease to Thomas Bates for
21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at 200£ pAnn[um] including a Mill valued at 10£ pAnn[um]
which brings the Land to about 7s/10 1/2d pAcre.

The Land is most beautifully diversified with hill, dale & wood, & at the same time,
commands an extensive, charming prospect over the Tyne & the adjacent Country. It
consists of about 1/2 excellent meadow; pasture & woodland; the remainder arable, of
which a part is in remarkably clean fallow & some Turnips. The whole of this Farm is
in very high order (except a small part which wants draining) and does great Credit to
the Tenant, who is therefore deserving of any proper favor which can be shewn him by
the Board. A Fence should be made next the Burn in Coastley Park Intake and Mill
Field; & the Vacancies in the Banks planted with Oak, Ash etc. the low banks of
Coastley Walk, and the lower part (or even the whole) of Gateness Hill, should be
planted in like manner. Included in the above quantity are 127A.0R.28P.being an
Allotment from Hexham Common.

The Wood growing on the above farm was lately valued at 387£.15s.0d. The
Dwelling House & other Buildings are ancient & in but indifferent condition. There is
another set of housing on Coastley Common for the use of the Allotment; consisting of
a Herd's House with a granary over it, a Barn, helm & sheepfold, which have been
built since the commencement of the present Lease & are in pretty good order. From
this Farm we entered that of

Heckford [Hackford] which contains 126 A.0R.29P & is under Lease to Elizabeth
Smith for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at 38£ pAnn[um] being about 4s/7d pAcre. It
consists of upwards of 100 Acres of meadow & pasture, some Woodland & the
remainder arable of which some part is very clean fallow. Included in the above
quantity is 40A.2R.17P being an Allotment from Hexham Common. The Bank in
Woody Bank, and also in Wigley's Leeses next Darn Burn, to be planted in the
Vacancies & fenced in.

The Wood in this Farm (amongst which there is a good deal of Birch & Alder) was
lately valued at £287. The Housing is very good & the greatest part almost new, having
been rebuilt since the commencement of the present Lease.

We had the pleasure to find the above farm which is managed by Mrs Smith's Son,
in very good condition; the Tenant following the laudable example of her Neighbour at
Coastley for which she is also deserving of all proper favor. Having finished with this
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farm Coastley & its Appurtenances, we proceeded to Westwood & its Appurtenances;
beginning first with

Highwood which Farm contains 495A.2R.34P & is under Lease to Rob[er]t
Martinson for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at 110£ pAnn[um] being about 4/5 1/4 pAcre.
It consists of upwards of 200 Acres of Wood, about 80 meadow & pasture, and the rest
arable, of which there is a good deal in fallow & Turnips.

The Wood which is called Highwood, is by far the finest we have seen or expect to
see upon the Estate, containing a large quantity of remarkably tall strait young Oaks in
a most thriving state. But it gave us concern to find it lett to the Tenant with the rest of
his Farm, as that means, it is not only open to his Cattle which browze upon & spoil the
young plants which spring from the Acorn, but also to himself & Servants who, upon
their account, have a pretence for going, at all times, into every part of the Wood, from
whence it is easy to conceive much inconvenience may arise; We therefore recommend,
as the Farmer told us, he had no objection, that the above Wood be taken into the
Hospital's Hands, and a proper allowance made to him in lieu during the re mainder of
his term; that it be then fenced round with a stone wall, cleared, drained, dug &
planted where necessary, and such Trees as are unfit to stand, taken down & sold. As a
proof of the thriving state of this Wood, the Timber upon it in the Y[ea]r 1736 (as we
are told) was valued at no more than 460£; and by a late computation, it appears to be
at present worth between 7 & 8000£.

The Housing in the above Farm is pretty good. The Dwelling House having had an
Addition of 2 good rooms and 2 new Barns (one of them at Highside) with 3 Byers
having been built for the use of the Tenant within these 10 Y[ea]rs. From hence we
returned to Hexham, viewing some of the adjoining Lands of Westwood as we went
along.

25 Aug 1774 James Stuart
Thursday 25th Aug[us]t

Proceeded this morning upon the Survey of the remainder of

Westwood which contains 175A.1R.22P & is under Lease to Mr Geo[rge] Gibson for
21 Y[ea]rs ending in 1779 at 110£ pAnn[um] being about 12s/6 1/2d pAcre. It consists of
between 70 & 80 Acres of meadow pasture & woodland, the rest arable, of which none
is fallow & only a few Acres Turnips. Kingshaw Haugh now in Tillage, should be
meadow The <Leugh> wants draining. Lindley Heugh should be cleared of
underwood, planted to the brook & fenced in, except a passage for the Cattle to go to
water. A Fence should also be made on the Bank in Windles Close. Bog Wood to be
cleared of Rubbish & fenced & a part at the bottom of East End to be set apart for
growing Hedge Boot.

The Housing except a Dairy lately built is old, but nevertheless in pretty good
condition. The Timber on this Farm was lately valued at 72£.
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Whilst we were going over the Land we discovered 2 bundles of fresh cut Hazel
rods lying on the side of the road close to Lindley Heugh, from whence they appear to
have been just taken & whilst we were endeavouring to find out where they had been
cut, some Boys came to fetch them, who informed us that one Corbett a Thatcher then
at work on the other side of the river opposite the Ferry had cut them; that they were
employed by him to carry them over the River; and that they had already carried two
other Bundles to the Water side, where we found them. Tho[ugh] the value of these
rods could not be much, yet we thought it necessary to take some notice of the Offence,
as the passing over a petty Theft of this kind, when it had presented itself to our view
might tend not only to encourage the Thief himself but others to commit spoils in the
Hospital's Woods. A practice which, we are sorry to say, is too prevalent already &
consequently ought to be discouraged, as much as possible, at all times & upon all
occasions. We therefore sent for & severely reprimanded the Thatcher; at the same time
threatening to bring him to punishment as an Example to others; and ordering the
Bailiff to take away the Rods from him which was accordingly done. We then returned
to Hexham to Dinner &, in the Afternoon, went & viewed the remainder of

Dilston which Estate, formerly the residence of the Derwentwater Family, is now
divided into the following Farms viz.

Demesne Farm which contains 490A. OR. 32P is under Lease to Eliz. Nicholson &
William Todd fo[r] 21 Y[ea]rs, expiring in 1779 at £256 pAnn. being about 10s/5 ¥4 d
pAcre. It consists of about 3/5ths meadow, pasture & waste Land, & the remainder
arable of which a small part is fallow, about 2 Acres of the West field & 1 Acre of the
Middle field were spoilt by th[e] inundation in 1771. The Dove Cote Close, in which are
some very fine Ash Trees, we recommend to be cleared & planted where there are
vacancies, and we think it would be better if Widehaugh Wastes were cleared of the
Alders Broom & rough Bushes.

Widehaugh which alone contains 195 acres of fine pasture is much injured by the
burroughing of Rabbits; the Tenants of Dilston having time immemorial kept a Warren
there. It was supposed that all the Rabbits were destroyed by the great flood in 1771
but we found them in great numbers & the Land overrun with them. The Tenants have
very improperly ploughed up a piece of this Haugh which the Receivers informed us
they had ordered them to lay down again immediately.

The Defences in the above Haugh to keep off the attacks of the Tyne which bends its
main force against great part of one side of it are in exceeding good condition, the
wearing which is very extensive being built in a solid & substantial manner.

Near to Widehaugh is, Sam’s Island lately divided with Sir Walter Blackett who
used to rent the Hospital’s share for £40 pAnn; which share consisting of 6A. OR. 10P is
now under Lease to William Labourne for 5 Y[ea]rs ending in 1779 at 3s pAnn. &
consists entirely of rough pasture.

The Housing upon the Demesne Farm abovementioned, of which there is a Set for
each Tenant, is in very good condition. A new dairy having been built & 2 very good
rooms added to Mrs Nicholson’s Dwelling House about 5 Y[ea]rs ago. And the other
Tenant's Dwelling House having had a considerable repair at the same time.
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Newtown Farm which contains 852A. 1R. 7P is under Lease to John Snowball,
Michael Brown & Thomas Brown for 21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at £400 pAnn. being
about 9s/4 %2 d pAcre. It consists of upwards of 300 Acres of meadow, clover, rough
pasture & some wood, and the remainder arable, of which a good deal is in fallow or
Turnips. The Broom Close should be cleared of rubbish near the woodside and planted.
The Town Field now in Tillage being low land (near the River) should most part of it be
laid down to meadow again. Birkside which contains upwards of 100 Acres is rough
pasture except about 7 Acres which is in Oats. There are a great many young Oaks
upon it, and we recommend the Banks towards the Devil’s Water as well as both sides
the Cleugh to be fenced in and the vacant spaces planted with Acorns. The Park which
contains 327A. 3R. 39P is more than half of it in Tillage, the rest very rough pasture
which wants clearing & draining. there are a great many roots or stumps of the old
Oaks remaining still in the ground, the grubbing up of which, as they are of a very
large size would be a great improvement. On the Bank towards the Devil’s Water are a
great many very fine young Oaks which receive injury from the Cattle, we therefore
recommend the Bank to be fenced top & bottom, the trees now growing thereupon
pruned & weeded and Acorns planted in the vacant spaces; the soil & situation being
particularly well adapted to the growth of that kind of timber, the park having
formerly produced some of the largest in the Country. The Wall on the West side of
this park, being an ancient Boundary, has been lately rebuilt in a substantial manner,
and that which adjoins the Turnpike road leading to Hexham having been rebuilt
about 10 Y[ea]rs ago is in very good condition.

The Housing in general, except a Helm which wants some repair by the Tenant is in
good condition being stone slated, Besides there are in the Park 2 large Cottages with a
Granary over them, 2 Barns, a Helm etc which have been since the commencement of
the present lease & are at present growing fast out of repair.

On another part of the farm too is a pretty new Cottage of stone slated, built about 5
Y[ea]rs ago, and necessarily, as appears to us, for the accomodation of one of the
Tenants.

Radcliffe Closes with a House & Smith's Shop under Lease to Carnaby Hoggarth for
21 Y[ea]rs expiring in 1779 at £13.0s pAnn. The Closes contain 7A.0R.15P and are
valued at £7 pAnn. being about 20s pAcre, they consist of about 2 meadow & the
remainder arable. In the Close called the Chesnuts are some Trees of that name which
ought to be taken down. The House & Shop are in good repair.

Ground & Gardens, contain 7A.0R.35P and are under Lease to William Todd for 13
Y[ea]rs ending in 1779 at £12.10s.0d pAnn. being about £1.14s.7 ¥2 d pAnn. They consist
of about %2 meadow & orchard, the rest arable. In the Garth joining the Hall Garden are
some plain and also some aspen Trees which ought to be taken down. The whole of the
above Ground & Gardens is walled round.

Mill & Ground under Lease to Joseph Fidler for 21 Y[ea]rs ending in 1783 at £43
pAnn. The Ground which is all in Tillage contains 14A.0R.26P & being valued at £12
pAnn. is about 16s/11 ¥ d pAcre. The Mill which is valued at £30 pAnn. is in good
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order, having lately had a new Water Wheel 16 feet high, and the Miller’s house is
indifferent.

Whilst we were viewing the Land we discovered in the Mill Dam, the Stool of an
Oak Tree & in the road adjoining a piece of the outside of the Stem which had been
sawed off, this led us to make an enquiry into the cause of it, And, after some time,
Fidler the Miller, who had strenuously denied it at first, confessed that he had sawed
up the tree, carried the plank home; assigning, in his Excuse, that he did not think there
was any harm in it as the Tree had been brought down the Devil's Water in a Flood,
and that he did not know from whence it came or to whom if belonged. Upon this we
went to his house where he produced the plank which was immediately given into the
custody of [blank space] Nicholson a Son of one of the Tenants of the Demesne Farm
who was desired to take care of it, which he promised to do. We at the same time
reprimanded the Miller very severely, for what he had done & threatened him with a
prosecution which we think highly necessary & therefore recommend in order to put a
stop to such iniquitous practices in future. Bell the Bailiff seems to have been guilty of
great Neglect in not taking proper care of the above Tree for he acknowledged he knew
of it’s being brought down the River, tho[ugh] it does not appear that he gave himself
any trouble to prevent it’s being embezzled; for which we think him highly
reprehensible.

Town Green etc including the Hall, Lanes etc containing 12A.1R.32P. The Green is
enjoyed in Common, but the other part is lett to Nicholson for £3 pAnn. the whole is
waste pasture.

The Receivers pointed out to us an Improvement which they thought might be
made by an Alteration of the road which goes over the above Green, taking down some
old ruinous Cottages adjoining & laying the Ground on which they stand with their
Garths etc to a part of the said Green, which together would make a good sized Field,
the Land being of a good Quality. We entirely agree with them that it will be an
Improvement, the Ground in it’s present state being of little or no value & therefore
recommend that orders be given for the proposed Alteration to be made.

Having finished our Observations for the present we returned to Hexham, where
we were attended by Thomas Kairns a Servant to Mr Bates the Tenant of Coastley,
who, as we had been informed by Edward Coats of Haydon Bridge could give
information of abuses committed by the Todd’s Tenants of Land’s End Farm he having
lived there 7 Y[ea]rs. Upon questioning him upon the matter, he seemed averse to
making any discovery, declaring in the first place that he could not, and in the next
place that if he could, he should not chuse to do it as it would ruin his Character with
his Neighbours & be the means of depriving him of Bread. Not being able to bring him
to any Confession, tho[ugh] it was clear from his manner, that he was not so ignorant
as he pretended to be, we dismissed him; being more & more convinced of the Truth of
every part Of Coats' information.
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26 Aug 1774 James Stuart

We returned to Dilston this morning & had the rest or stool of the Oak Tree taken
out of the Mill Dam and upon comparing it with the size of the Plank, there did not
seem to be any doubt of their being parts of the same Tree, which we judge must have
squared about 7 or 8 inches.

We then took our last view of the small remains of Dilston Hall now in ruins, the
greatest part having been taken down by the Director's orders, within these few Y[ea]rs
past & the Materials sold from time to time, having produced a clear profit of upwards
of £800.

The Ground & Gardens which have been mentioned before letting at present,
within £3.10s.0d pAnn. for as much as the whole did when the Hall was included. We
could not behold these Ruins, the beautiful situation of the place & the circumjacent
Demesne but a few Y[ea]rs ago laid out in parks & adorned with most noble
plantations now no more to be seen, without reflecting upon the uncertainty of all
human affairs, and upon the Folly & Misconduct of the Man who in the prime of his
Life and in possession of one of the finest Estates in this Country, could so wantonly
sacrifice both to the importunate, misguided zeal of a bigoted, ambitious woman.

As the Materials of what is left standing of the Hall are of very little value and the
Ruin makes a pretty Object to the neighbouring Country, we recommend that no more
of it be taken down, but that it remain an Example to others and a monument of Public
Justice to future Ages. We also recommend that the rubbish be entirely removed and
the ground filled up, ploughed <close> to the Walls & laid down with seeds.

There is a small Chapel adjoining, which formerly belonged to the Derwentwater
Family, and under it is a Vault in which are 4 or 5 Coffins containing the Remains of
the late unfortunate Earl & some of his Predesessors. The Windows of this Chapel are
broken & it is otherwise going to decay; we therefore recommend that it may be
repaired, the windows secured by wire, and that a room in it, now occupied by a
pauper, may be taken away. We also recommend that the entrance to the Vault may be
closed up, or otherwise secured, so as to prevent the Bodies of the dead from being
made a public show of, in so scandalous way & indecent a manner as they are present.
We would also propose that a few Trees may be planted close around the Chapel &
that it may be kept up in decent condition; out of respect, at least, to the memory of
such of the Family now deposited under it, as were never convicted of having offended
against the Laws of their Country.

Having viewed all that appeared necessary at Dilston we returned in the Evening to
Hexham. And having now finished our view of every part of the Derwentwater Estate
in its neighbourhood we prepared to take our Leave of that place, & set out to
Newrcastle, and accordingly, on

27 Aug 1774 James Stuart
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Saturday 27th Augt

We left Hexham and proceeded upon our journey accompanied by Bell the Bailiff til
we got out of Corbridge Parish which was the Extent of his District the way we were
going; with whom agreeable to our resolution, we left strict orders to discharge
Pearson immediately & never to employ him again in any thing which concerned the
Hospital. We were then joined by Mr Jobling the Bailiff whose district we were now
coming into, and, in our way to Newcastle, visited the Hospital’s Estate at

Newton Hall, now in 3 farms vizt.

[Extract to be continued]
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