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19 Apr 1775 Anthony Hewatson to Thomas Marshall 

 

[Note: NRO 672/A/36/25. Right side of sheet is trimmed, removing part or all of some 

words. Address on reverse. In 1771 Anthony Hewartson of Gracefield, Alston pa. and 

Mary Loraine of Hexham let a lease of Old Cars lead mine to John Hutchinson of 

Nentsberry Greens, John Hind of Crookbank and Alexander Thompson of Alston, 

miners (NRO 672/1/CO/4/A). Thomas Marshall was Mary Loraine’s agent. For Mary 

Loraine’s involvement in the lead industry see R.A.Fairbairn, ‘Lancelot Allgood and 

Mary Loraine’, in B.Chambers (ed) Out of the Pennines, (Friends of Killhope, 1997)] 

 

Gracefeald  Aprill 19th 1775 

 

Dear Sir 

 

We Have come to the flatt in the S[o]uth cross cut but she is all under our sols we have 

just Broke in to the Top of hir, but Cannot Say what she will be as  good as Littol Triyol 

[Little Trial] is made, the ore that w[e] See is very good I hope in a fortnets time I shall 

be abol to give you a b[etter] account, She is Very Hard. <Disire you> will send us two 

washers <……> popole is all Started to wash <…….> I should be glad to Have them on 

Monday first, we have never gott[en] the shafts and kibls you ordered [from] Wm 

Wilson I wish you could s[end] them 

from your Humb Sevt 

Antho: Hewats[on] 

 

[address on reverse] 

To Mr Thos. Marshal in Hexham 

 

 

1 Jan 1792 Thomas Emerson, Joseph Dickinson, Westgarth Forster, and Isaac 

Hunter 

 

[Note: NRO 672/A/36/27. In the form of questions to agents Thomas Emerson, Joseph 

Dickinson, Westgarth Forster, and Isaac Hunter and answers, with the answer to each 

question inset below it. No date on document, but catalogued as 1792. 1st January used 

here.] 

 

Queries to be answered 

 

What is the Wages of a Miner who directs the Shaft and superintends a few Workmen? 

 If this is meant to be a principal Agent £100 PerAn: 

 

Is it more eligible to pay so much PerCent on the Produce or regular Wages? – and 

what PerCent? 
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 There are no mines in Northumberland Cumberland or Durham wrought this 

Way 

 

Is it esteemed a rich Mine that Produces from its washed State 13cwt.1Q.7lb in a Ton 

and Two Pennyweights of fine Silver in a Hundredweight which is two ounces in a 

Ton? 

 Yes with respect to produce of Lead but very poor as to produce of Silver and 

not worth refining in the above Counties. 

 

What is the Expence of erecting or furnishing a small Smeltinghouse and is it more 

adviseable to erect a Cupola and which is the cheapest and best?. 

 No answer can be given to this for want of knowing the Situation as to Materials 

for building and for Fuel. 

 

Is Handy’s Miner’s Guide the best publication? 

 Having never seen it no answer can be given. 

 

From another Assay of Lead pick’d up upon the Surface of the Ground producing 

equal to 11cwt.1Q.0lb – and three Ounces five pennyweights of Silver in a Ton – What 

would be or ought to be the clear reserved Share to the Landlord a[nd] Company 

working them or would there appear sufficient Encouragement to work them at all the 

Veins lying in general a few yards under the Surface. 

 Mines let in the above Counties are wrought by Adventurers at 1/5th Duty 

 

Thos. Emerson  Westgarth Forster 

Jos. Dickinson  Isaac Hunter 

 

 

4 Mar 1796 John Wallis to Thomas Richard Beaumont 

 

[Note: NRO 672/A/36/28. A petition on behalf of Weardale freeholders requesting 

support for amendments to a Bill before Parliament mainly concerning the holding of 

stints on common land.] 

       Westgate, Stanhope parish 

        4 March 1796 

Sir, 

      The Freeholders here, some of whom are your workmen, desires the very Favour, 

you will do your utmost in supporting a Bill now pending in Parliament for the 

improvement of uncultivated Lands in this Kingdom. That you would be pleased to 

introduce the word Stinted Pasture in the Preamble, P.7. Value of Stints to compose the 

Majority, P12. Surveyors to be chosen by Proprietors and not by commis[sione]rs, P.23. 

None to cast fuel in stinted Pastures where they have not purchased a right, as these 

stints is neither appendant, nor appurtenant to their Lands or Houses & hold Stints 
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without Lands, therefore it is not equity for the Legislature to give a right to non-

proprietors where they have not made purchase as it is so disagreeably set forth in this 

clause, P.24. Rectors to have Land in <lieu> of Tythes & all Barren Heath to pay none 

for the first 7 years P.35. <Race> Ground not to prevent enclosures  where their [sic] are 

no Fairs. 

      Your support to these hints by comparing them with the Bill is the desire of the 

Freeholders for whom I am for. 

      yr mo. obt. Servt 

      John Wallis 

 

P.S. The stints of those Pastures & Moors Vote for a member of Parliament in the 

county of Durham & by computation are not less than 30,000 Acres. 

 

Your presence this summer is much looked for, corn being so excessive high. 

 

[verso:] Thomas Richd Beaumont/ MP for Northumberland/ London 

[in John Bell’s hand:] Mr John Wallis Westgate Weardale  

 

 

18 Mar 1796 John Wallis to Thomas Richard Beaumont 

 

[Note: NRO 672/A/36/28] 

        Westgate, Stanhope, Durham 

          March 18 1796 

Sir, 

      Your very obliging & polite letter came duly to hand yesterday, along with Mr. 

Burdon’s, & Bill, as fild up by the Committee, which I thank you for, in the most 

gracious & warmest acknowledgements the trouble you had, or may have, in the 

passing of this Bill which will be of great utility your Lead works here, a clause for 

Planting would be still of great use, supposing there in 20 upon the unimprovable part 

as wood becomes a very scarce article here, which I wish to say much on that head, 

with some thing else, when you are pleas’d to visit the North. 

      Being a well wisher to you and your works in this Country, I take the liberty to 

inform you on Wednesday & yesterday the 16 & 17 instant, half a sheet of Paper close 

wrote of various complaints put up at a public place at the smith’s shop of your Lead 

Mines, calling your workmen to gather to appoint a committee of 24 to draw up a 

Petition to you setting forth the grievances they labour under, and further says the 

Agents shall not be permitted to see it. Three men to be sent to present it & your works 

to stand till their grievances are redressed, in order that every means may be used to 

prevent this stoppage, & laying the country in some degree waste, in order to lay 

things in a more explaining manner they begun in the same way before they made the 

stop at Christmas last & indeed most of your well wishers believes this cannot be 

prevented unless you immediately write down here and be read to them that you will 

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents


NRO 672/A/36 Misc Items 1775-92 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dukesfield Smelters and Carriers Project         Dukesfield Documents 

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents          Page  4
  

be here as soon as Parliament breaks up. For sure it is that all confidence is at a stand 

between your agents and your Lead Miners & some of the freeholders, that the 

Grievances will never be redressed & put an end to till you appear & redress them 

yourself. I hope my letters will not be put into the hands of your Agents as they contain 

a great deal of malice & bad manners. [I] shall do all I can to keep them quiet at Work 

& if no better will do shall take the liberty to read over this letter, already received, and 

act as circumstances may require till your other letter arrives you may think proper to 

send , which may, or not, be read as the case may be when it comes. 

      The second Bill fild up by the committee is perfectly satisfactory to the Freeholders. 

      I am with the greatest respect 

      yr. mo. Hble Servt. 

      John Wallis 

 

P.S. I hope you will not disclose my name till you appear in Person. 

 

[cover:]  

Thomas Richd Beaumont Esqr / MP Portman Square/ London 

[annotated, possibly in J Erasmus Blackett’s hand: Ans March 23rd 96 

 

 

18 Apr 1796 John Wallis to Thomas Richard Beaumont 

 

[Note: NRO 672/A/36/28] 

       Westgate, 18 April 1796 

Sir, 

      Yours of the 23rd. of last month came to hand the 28. Your Miners here is content to 

keep to their work till you can leave your Parliamentary Business, but have had several 

meetings to draw up a Petition by a committee of 24. I do not hear they have yet begun 

to sign it. 

      Your Agent Emerson has been for some weeks Dangerous ill, but is recovering, I 

suppose has been the means of stopping their progress. 

      The Miners gives you very great credit for what you have done for them, but at the 

same time believes every thing is kept from you that can be secreted by the Agents. 

      Corn falls very little here to what it does in the south owing to the small quantities 

that comes in at Newcastle. 

      Your Pays begins the 11 May is here the 13. 

      I have a Tenant who lays very nigh the Mines and who would wish, his Family 

being a large one, to have some support for so numerous, & small, and as there is 

several Horses employed in the Mines, such as Levels, Shafts, &c. I beg the Favour you 

will permit him to have one Horse as he has some Sons that might manage that 

Employ, will lay me under a Particular obligation as he has Particular large Family and 

shall esteem it a Favour done to  

      yr. mo. obt. Servt. 
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      John Wallis 

 

P.S. The general inclose Bill makes a slow progress in the House. It has not been named 

for some weeks. I hope it is going on well. Since Sir John Eden gave up we would wish 

to see you placed here if you thought well of it. 

 

[cover:]  

Thomas Richd Beaumont Esqr / MP Portman Square/ London 

 

 

9 May 1796 John Wallis to Thomas Richard Beaumont 

 

[Note: NRO 672/A/36/28] 

         Westgate  May 9 1796 

Sir, 

      I have been very Politely & duly Honoured with yours, by saying you certainly 

would obliged me in favour of my Tenant, had it nor been on account of displacing 

your own. I should been unpardonable had I requested any such thing, but I do not 

know of a Tenant in this Country of yours employed in that Capacity, nor have you 

many, but very few, and which lives remote in the west Corner of the Parish & County, 

& is quite inconvenient for them at his place; where they live certainly are first entitled, 

but that is not the case. I see very clearly you are only acquainted with a few things 

here, however if you will please to permit me an audience when in the North, which 

please to advise me therewith, will be some thing to your Honour and advantage as I 

have several things to relate. 

      The select committee have curtailed the inclose Bill indeed, nor have they made it 

any Better, the Second Bill is by far the Preferable. Have made my remarks to my 

Friend Mr. Burdon.  

      Notwithstanding the dearness of corn here, never was there anything equal at this 

time of the Year for Large quantities in Farmers’ hands than in the Counties of 

Northumberland & Durham as at present. 

      A Large quantity of Snow fell last night. 

      I am with my best respects yr. mo. obt. Hble. Servt. 

      John Wallis 

 

[cover:]  

Thomas Richd Beaumont Esqr / MP Portman Square/ London 
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