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18 Jun 1736 Abraham Watson to Nicholas Walton 

 

[Note: See letter dated 6 May 1737 from Walton and Boag to William Corbett] 

 

An Exact Copy of the Agreement with Mr Abram Watson for Lead Oar on Behalfe of 

the Commrs of the Royal Hospital at Greenwich 

     

The Original Sent the Board the 6th May 1737 

 

June 18th 1736 Memorandm it is this day Agreed between Messrs Nicho Walton & 

Hugh Boag on the one part and Abram Watson.  Agent for the Govr & Co for Smelting 

down Lead etc on the othr part that is to Say the Said Abram Watson Shall for all the 

well Dress’d Ore to be Deliverd to him or his Ordr Raisd and Arising as Dues or Dutey 

Ore in the Manr of Aldston moor for the Years 1735 & 1736 before xmass next, the 

Severall prices following that is to Say for every Bing of Grove Ore <42s:6> and every 

Bing of wash or Cutting Ore 37s:8d and one Gunie over at the whole to be paid for to 

the Sd Nicho Walton & Hugh Boag or their ordr at or upon the first day of April 1737   

Witness my hand   Abram Watson 

Witness Jno Stephenson 

 

 

5 May 1737 Nicholas Walton 

 

[Note: See letter dated 6 May 1737 to William Corbett] 

 

An Appraizmt of the Goods & Chattles of Gerrard Readhead taken this fifth day of 

May 1736 

 

The Original Sent the Board the 6th May 1737 

 

Names of the places of abode of the Buyers     Appraismt  Sold for 

 

Newburne  One Red Cow & Calf                £ 3  - -            £ 4  5  - 

Bearl        One Guild Cow               2  2 -     2 16  - 

Newburne     One Broch’d Red Cow         2  - -      3 12  - 

Left wth     One Black Cow & Calfe       3  5 -     4 11  - 

G Readhead 

Dam Mills    One Black Broch’d Cow       2  2 -     3  6  - 

Bywell       One Red Cow                 2  - -      3  6  4 

Ovingham     Two Cows                    5  - -     7  4  - 

Whittles     Two Stotts                   3  - -      4 10  - 

East Acomb   2 Yearlings                             1  3  6 

Bearell      Three Yearlings at 13s4d    2  - -      1 10  -  
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              a pece 1 Yearling    

Horsley      One Two Year Old            1  - -      1  6  8 

Wylam        One Mare & foal             -  7 -      1  1  - 

Hexham       One Mare                     3  - -      4  6  - 

Wylam        One Coop Waine wth          1  1 -     1 17  - 

                 the Appurts    

Wylam        One Long Waine              -  4 -      -  6  - 

             1 Plow                                  -  6  6 

             2 Ploughs                    - 12 -  

             1 Plough                     -  7 -      -  7  - 

             One Ox harness              -  7 6     - 10  6 

            One Horse Harrow                       -  3  - 

            Two Horse Harnesses         -  6 -      -  6  8 

            One Horse Harness &  

              Horse <Gear> 

            One <Yoke>                              -  1  8 

            Two <Yokes>                 -  1 4  

             One <Yoke>                              -  1  6 

                                                 £31  7 10        £46 16 10 

                       Prompt payment & Abatmt     -  1  6   

                                                           £46 15  4 

 

John Slattor  Constable   

 

Valued & appraized by us Thomas Laidler   Jonathan Dobson [both made marks]  

The above is an Exact Copy. 

 

 

6 May 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

[Note: William Corbett was Secretary to the Board and Commissioners of Greenwich 

Hospital.] 

 

To Mr Wm Corbett Esqr 

             Ravensworth Castle  May 6th 1737 

Sr                                                                               

 We recd yours with the Minutes of the Board of the 20th of April last and Mr 

Maules remarks upon our Conduct in the management of the Derwentwater Estate 

which we are Sorry he has had the Trouble of and that he has had reason to trouble the 

Board therewith as we can asure them and you of our great desire to Serve the Honble 

Board wth all the integrity imaginable and with the Strictest Justice & tho by the great 

hurry we have had in Letting the Estate we may have Sliped somethings that otherwise 
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would have been observed yet we dare venture to say the Hospitall has not Suffered 

anything under our Care where it has been in our power to prevent it 

 Inclosed we send you answers to Each paragraph in the observations.  The 

Original apraizment or Sale of Redheaths Stock Mr Stephenson Moor Masters Accot of 

the Dues of Lead Oare for the year 1735 & 1736 an abstract thereof & what they amount 

to & if agreemt with the Quakers Companys Agent for the Same these things we send 

with our answers for the Boards Satisfaction wch we hope will together Shew our 

Integrity and that we mean to doe ‘em nothing but Justice what papers you now 

receive being Originalls except our answers to the observations will be of use to us 

therefore we Desire you will after you have made the proper use of ‘em return ‘em to 

us 

 You were acquainted the 4th Decer last wth a Claim being made to Haydon 

Town Farme as being on an Old Lease not yet expired at the yearly rent of £32 and in 

answer thereto the Board were pleased to order a further enquiry to be made into the 

Claime which has been accordingly done but tho’ the Farme was Confirmed to Jno 

Fairlam and John Bell at £45 per Ann of which the Claimants were aprized they did not 

produce any thing to Shew their Right till Just before mayday when they produced a 

Copy of a Claime made by them at the Forfeiture wch they say was allowed of a copy 

whereof you have Inclosed, you wll be pleased to observe that tho’ this Claim is 

produced Green one of the Claimants axcepted of a New Lease from the Derwt Family 

under which he enjoyed 21 Years at an advance Rent wch Mr Gray is of opinion 

destroys the Title they pretend to by virtue of this Claim we have therefore by the 

advice of Mr Gray Served ejectn upon the Claimants Edwd Green Jno Green Thos 

Hawden Edwd Coates and widdow Green in order to throw ‘em out of possession next 

Term & we hope the Board will approve thereof Mr Aynsley we are Informd has been 

so friendly as to bind all the parties in £100 to Stand as a Tryall 

 we have further to acquaint you that 2 days before Mayday Mr Aynsley 

produced an Article for a Lease of Dilston Mill under the hand of Mr Thos Errington 

late Agent to the Derwentwater family Signed in the Guardianship of the Countess of 

Derwentwater & Sr John Webb whereby it appears that he had a Terme in those mills 

for four Years yett to come at a yearly rent of £15 – we have taken Councellor Grays 

advice about this afair  and he Says that the Article cannot be of any use Longer than 

Mr Errington had a power to lett which could be no longer than the Guardianship 

Subsisted and Consequently Mr Aynsley can have a right by vertue of that article no 

longer than Mr Radcliffe wd have been at age when the Guardianship and the power 

given Mr Errington ceased to all intents and purposes we have therefore ordered Mr 

Airey to Serve Ejectmts upon Mr Aynsley, but he has thot fitt to promise he will give 

the Tennant no trouble & leaves it to the Board to determine whether he has a right or 

not we therefore begg the Board will be pleased to give us proper Instructions therein 

that we may have an Intire end made to the dispute. 

 we are Sorry to Acquaint you with the Accident of a Fire at Keswick wch burnt 

down a Kill for Drying Oates belonging to the Hospitall by wch Accident the poor 

farmer as well as the Hospitall are Sufferers we have agreed with Jas Bow & Ptner for 
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buildg the Same again and are to pay them for that work £7.5 and hope the Board will 

approve thereof 

 as we are informed that in some of the Southern Estates near London the Charge 

of the Leases are paid by the Tennants Solely & as it is the Custom of this Country for 

the Landlord to pay for his part we thought proper to acquaint you with it as it is 

necessary that the Board should be Informed of it this has always been done in the 

Derwentwater Estate 

 The Quarterly Accot of the Contingent Charges without order of the Board 

would have been sent you at Candlemas last but that we have been so buisey kept 

making Computations about the Repaires & the other necessary business relating the 

Estate we Concluded if we sent that Accot at Mayday and afterwards quarterly it wd 

be aproved of particularly at a time when when we have had so much business upon 

us; it shall Sr be sent with our Cash Accot for April next post or on Tuesday at Farthest 

& we are Sr your most Obdt Servts 

                                                                                                 Nichos Walton 

                                                                                                 Hugh Boag 

 

 

Observations relating to the Derwentwater Estate, humbly offered to the Consideration 

of the Honoble Board of Directors of the Greenwich Hospital the 20 April 1737 with the 

Receivers Answers thereto the 6th May 1737 Vizt 

 

Boards Minutes 

1735/6 Febry 4th The Receivers are to Sell all the Dues of Lead Oare, which was 

wrought in or before the year 1735, as well as well as the Dues which may arise in this 

year to the best Advantage. 

 

Mr Maules Remarks 

It appears by a Letter from the Moor Master that there had been raised from Peatslack 

Hill Vein alone between Christmas 1735 & the 2d Octor 1736, near 220 Bings besides 

what may have been Raised before and Since from that & other Mines none of which is 

brought to Account by the Receivers nor any Accot of its being Sold as ordered by this 

Minute. 

      NB Each Bing of Oar is worth 42sh or 43sh at least. 

 

Receivers Answer 

      The Dues of Lead Oare within the Mannor of Alston moore, raised in the years 1735 

& 1736 were Sold to the Governr & Co for Smelting down Lead etc the 18 June last as 

appears by an Agreement under the hand of their Agent, Mr Abraham Watson Sent 

herewith as Also the Moore Masters Accot of the Delivery thereof and an Abstract 

shewing the Totall of each Sort of Oare & what it amounts to.  The time of payment for 

those Dues was the 1st of April last & we have within that Month recd £700 in part.  

The prices of Oare is always governed by the prices Lead Sells for, & there is at all 
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times 5s difference between Bouse & Cutting Oare.  The 220 Bings said to be raised at 

Peatstack hill was the whole quantity computed at that time & not the Dues only. 

 We apprehended that it was the Boards desire not to be troubled with things of 

this kind till they were Completed, & we intended it should have Come with our Cash 

Accot for the Month of April last. 

 

 

Boards Minutes 

1735/6 Febry 24th Ordered Mr Watsons Accot delivered us by Mr Gilling of the Fee 

Farm Rents & Outgoings Issuing out of & payble from the Derwentwater Estate to 

Sundry Persons amounting in the whole to £111.8.21/2 per Ann be Sent to the Recers & 

if the Same Accot should not be right or Exact in any particular they are to Send their 

Remarks & Observations thereon to this Board. 

 

Mr Maules Remarks 

 I don’t find any Inquiry has been made about this Affair, on the Contrary I find 

by the last Cash Accot reced from them they have Suffered Mr Fenwick to levy a Small 

Rent of 3/4 per Ann due to him by that Accot for Buteland by Distress made on the 

Tennant the Expence of which they Charge on the Hospital in their Cash Accot for 

February. 

 NB There are a great many of these Small Rents Still owing & if not Soon look’d 

into may be levyed in the Same Manner, which will be an Expence to the Hospital if the 

Consequence is not worse, therefore wth Submission I think deserves the 

Consideration of the Board. 

 

Receivers Answer 

      The Accot of the Fee Farm Rents & Outgoings Issuing out of the Derwentwater 

Estate, we acknowledged the rect of the 7 March 1735/6 & so farr as we have had an 

opportunity of examining it, we find the same to be right with the addition of £1.1.- per 

Annum due to Walter Blackett Esqr for Coastley Tyths & it is incosted in the Rentall 

made up by Mr Boag at London amongst the other Outgoings amounting in all to 

£112.9.21/2. 

 The distress made by Mr Fenwick was for 5 Years Arrear, 3 whereof in the late 

Receivers time, & the other two years Since we have had the Honr to be Concerned, but 

till the time that we allowed it to the Tennant we never heard of a demand or that Such 

distress was made & as it then appeared to agree with the Outgoings & the Charge that 

had accrued only 2/6 it was thought not worth disputing.  We cannot think there can be 

any Ill Consequence attending the Nonpayment of Fee Farme Rents nay Mr Gray on 

the Contrary In forms us that all Fee Farm Rents Issuing out of the Derwentwater 

Estate & not Claimed at the Forfeiture are without dispute forfeited & not now liable to 

be pay’d by the Hospital.  As this may therefore we humbly think deserve the 

Consideration of the Board, we desire their directions whether we must pay any more 

Outgoings of that kind or not. 
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Boards Minutes 

1736 Sepr 1st Ordered, that the Recers do Sell the Deer in Dilston Park on the best 

Terms & assoon as they can. 

 

Mr Maules Remarks 

It does not appear that any Notice has been taken of this Minute. 

 

Receivers Answer 

The Orders we had for Selling the Deer in Dilston park was observed as much as we 

could yett we could gett no more than two Sold at 16s each, wch were killed by Mr 

Sunderland & others & will be brought to Accot amongst Severall Small things reced 

by Mr Bunting Bailiff in this Month. 

 

 

Boards Minutes 

1736 Novr 17th Ordered that the Receivers do Sell the Coppers in Dilston House for the 

most they can gett for them 

 

Mr Maules Remarks 

It does not appear that any Notice has been taken of this Minute. 

 

Receivers Answer 

The Coppers in Dilston House has been exposed to Sale but we have not yett been able 

to Sell ‘em at what we believe they are worth.  & we did not apprehend it was 

necessary to acquaint the Board or give them any trouble abt them till they were Sold. 

 

 

Mr Maules Remarks 

In examining the Accot of Sale of Gerrard Readheads Stock at Whittles the 5 May 1736 

Sent up to the Board by the Recers in their Letter of the 27 March I find they have 

omitted to Credit said Readhead for a Cow which appears to have been Sold to John 

Newton & for which he had pd the Recers in part of the Paid Cow as appears by their 

Cash Accot the 12th Febry 1736/7 £4.10  Qry what this Cow was Sold for & why left out 

of the Accot there is due by James Gaire & Mattw Dodds a Note of hand payable last 

Novemr for £4.5.- & by Mr Richd Dobson £50 for the Crop of Corn Sold him, neither of 

which are brought to Accot. 

 

Receivers Answer 

The Sale of Gerrard Readheads goods & the appraizment thereof is Sent herewith, 

which Shews that there was not a Cow Sold to John Newton, & it is a mistake in as that 

£4.10 is brought to Accot the 12th February last, in part for a Cow Sold.  as it Should 
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have been £4.5.- in full for the Cow Sold Gare & Dodds one of whom is a Servt to the 

said Newton.  This mistake is Sett right in our Cash Accot for the Month of April.  The 

£50 was due from Mr Richd Dobson the 1st Inst & will be punctually paid.  & the whole 

of the Readheads Stock & Crop Sold amounted to no more than £96.15.4 

 

 

Mr Maules Remarks 

The Receivers has Charged in their Cash Accounts Money pd for Cording 93 Cord of 

Wood £9.6 but have not brought to Accot any money reced for that Wood, nor taken 

any Notice what it is Sold for, tho’ some of it appears to have been Sold above 12 

Months. 

 

Receivers Answer 

There was 93 Cord of Wood Sold to Mr Joseph Cotton, Vizt 77 at 6s & 16 at 5s which 

was Cutt out of the refuse Wood Cutt down for the branches in Devils Water 

Widehaugh & Fourstones and by Agreement was to be Charr Coated & taken away 

before Marts 1737 & we will take care that it shall be So coated & pay’d for before or at 

that time.  But as it is not possible to preserve it without some Embezilment it may 

probably fall some small matter Short of the Quantity above, tho’ we hope it will not. 

 

 

Mr Maules Remarks 

They write the Board the 5 Novr 1736, that they had Converted in to Money the 

Weedings of the Woods at Newlands & Whittonstall amounting to £55.15.101/2d but I 

don’t find they have brought to Accot any more than £51.4.5d 

 

Receivers Answer 

The £51.4.5d part of the amount of the Weedings at Newlands was all that we reced for 

at that time, but by our Cash Accot the beginning of this Month the remaining part will 

appear to have been reced & is there brought to Accot by us. 

 

 

Mr Maules Remarks 

In looking over the List of Arrears due by Several Tennants at Martinmas 1734 

delivered to me by order of the Board the 13th April 1737 I observe that most of these 

Tents have Continued in the same Farms are Reputed good Men & have pd Rent to the 

present Recers tho’ no Notice has been taken of these Arrears 

 

Receivers Answer 

The List of Arrears due at Martinmas 1734 has been examined by us & some pretend to 

have paid the late Recers others Claim Allowance etc which they have not yett been 

able to Shew were Just, & till Such time as these matters in dispute were Settled we did 

not apprehend it necessary to trouble the Board therewith.  But on being Informed that 
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an Extent was issued against some of the Persons in the returned List of Arrears we 

acquainted the Board whose Orders we wait before we proceed any further in making 

any demands.  Note that Mr Watson’s List of Arrears seem to amount to no more than 

£508.19.91/2d tho’ it is neither Cast up nor Signed by him. 

 

 

Mr Maules Remarks 

Mr Francis Anderson of Alnwick quitted his Farm at Mayday 1736 & was then further 

in Arrears or appears by the Receivers Cash Accot £38.15. in all £59.16.10 of which none 

have been reced. 

 

Receivers Answer 

Mr Francis Anderson of Alnwick Farmed the Tyths of Larbottle & Alnwk House & 

Closes from Marts 1734 to Mayday 1735 & was in the Rentall Sent us by the Secretary 

returned at £44.10.  He has paid us £38 & is in Arrears £36.15 as will appear by the List 

of Arrears at Marts last besides what he is in Arrears at Marts 1734. 

 

 

Mr Maules Remarks 

Reynold Hall Esqr was putt out of the Collry he Rented at Mayday 1735, when it 

appears he was in Arrears 31/2 years Rent at £5 per Ann.  he is recommended as a 

preferable Tennant to James Dodds who has been Tennant Since Mayday 1735, but 

neither of ‘em have paid any Rent as yet to the Hospitall. 

 

Receivers Answer 

Reynold Hall Esqr was putt out of the Collry at Greenhead by James Dodds at Mayday 

1735 when he was in Arrears 31/2 years Rent at £5 per Annum & it is very true that 

neither of ‘em has paid any Rent to the Hospital, but that has been altogether 

occasioned by the dispute of the Right in that Royalty.  Mr Hall we always looked upon 

as a preferable Tennant to James Dodds yett with regard to the Claim being given up, 

we tho’t it preferable that James Dodds should be admitted Tennant, and he was 

admitted Tennant accordingly.  As to the Arrear that is now due the necessary Steps 

shall be taken for the recovery thereof after we have reced the Boards further 

Commands. 

 

 

Mr Maules Remarks 

There is amongst the Fee Farme Rents said to be in Arrears one Gibson Charged for 

some Lands at Corbridge 6s per Ann which I don’t find in any Rentall either of the late 

or present Receivers & Sevll others said to be in Arrear for the year 1734 have pd for 

the year 1735 I humbly conceive the present Receivers might easily discover the said 

Arrears are due or not, and if they are realy due that they should in Obedience to a 
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Minute of the Board of the 17 November 1736 take proper Methods to recover the same 

to the Hospital.  The Amount per List is £512.9.91/2 but shou’d be £516.9.91/2 

 

Receivers Answer 

The 6s per Annum was not in the Rental Sent us by the Secretary, but amongst the Rest 

of the Examinations we have made about these Arrears we find it is due & has been 

paid to Mr Watson, we mean the 3 years returned in Arrear, & we will take care to 

receive the growing Rent. 

 

 

These Answers we humbly offer to the Consideration of the Honble Board of Directors 

for Greenwich Hospital, to whom we hope they will be Satisfactory & are their 

Honours 

                  Most Obedt & most Humble Servts 

                                Nichos Walton 

                                Hugh Boag 

 

 

6 May 1737 Nicholas Walton 

 

[Note: Undated, but given date of covering letter of 6 May 1737 to William Corbett] 

 

Severall Persons are Drs for Dues of Lead Oare as followeth viz 

 

The Governour & Compy for Smelting down Lead etc £716.4.3 1/2 being for the Dues of 

Lead Oare raised in the yrs 1735 & 1736 sold & delivered their Agent Mr Abram 

Watson as per the Moor Masters Accot Viz 

268 1/2 Bings of Bouse Oare at 42/6    £570 11  3 

 77 1/8 Bings of Cutting Oare at 37/6     144 12  2 1/2 

One Guinea over by Agreement                     1   1  - 

                                                         £716  4  5 1/2 

 

John Ainesley Esqr & Ptners £3.3.103/4 being for the  

Dues of Lead Oare they ought to have left in the  

Bing steeds as of the Moor Mastrs Accots Viz 

 

1 1/16 Bings of Bouse Oare at 42/6      £ 2  5  1 3/4 

  1/2 Bings of Cutting Oare at 37/6           - 18  9 

                                                          £     3  3 10 3/4 

 

Mr William Lee For 1 Bing of Bouse Oare which he  

ought to have left in the Bing steeds as per the  

Moor Masters Accot                                       £     2  2  6 
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                                                         £721 10 10 1/4 

 

Abstract of the Dues of Lead Oare in Alston moore the years 1735 & 1736 taken from 

the Moor Masters Accot Viz 

 
 Bouse Oare Cutting Oare Totall 
 Bings  Horse Bings  Horse Bings  Horse 
Old Blagil at Thorngill    25         1/4    16        1    41       11/4 
Fistas Ridge    81         1/4    10        11/4    91       11/2 
Ridgreves Nenthead      5       2    19    24       2 
Ridgreves Natterass       5         21/2      5       21/2 
Long hole head      1       31/2       1       31/2 
Peatstack hill    71       31/4      6        11/4    78         1/2 
Brighill burn      2       21/4    15         21/2    18         3/4 
Grungill    44       11/4     44       11/4 
Parkgrove      2         3/4       2         3/4 
Fairhill      1       1 
Nentsberry hagg      6       11/2       1        2      7       31/2 
Lough Vein      2       3       2       3 
Haggs      4       21/4       4       21/4 
Brownly hill                   31/2               31/2 
Shortergill      6       31/2       6       31/2 
Browngill                   21/2               21/2 
Cornrigg      2          1/2       2          1/2 
Eastside Clairgill head               2                2 
Carrs      5       1       5       1 
Nenthead field               1                1 
Parkgrove moore                 3/4                  3/4 
Thortergill foot       1      1 
Fetcherass      4       1       4       1 

 268       2 77         1/2 346        21
/2 

    
John Ainesley Esqr & Ptners has 
taken away 

   

From Longhole head               31/2                 31/2 
          Goodamgillmoss                 2                2 
          Gallygill Syke                 3/4                   3/4 
    
Mr William Lee has taken away    
          From Broomberry      1      1 

Totall 270       21/4 77        21/2 348         3/4 
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8 May 1737 Nicholas Walton to James Reeds 

 

[Note: Addressees name blurred – possibly ‘Reeds’] 

 

To James <Reeds> Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  May 8th 1737 

 

Sir                                                                             

 We wrote you the 18 March last and Inclosed 15 Acquitts which were signed by 

the Severall Persons you were pleased to mention but having heard nothing from You 

about the Receipt of them are in some doubt that they may not be come to your hand  

please to advise us 

 We will be glad to hear of our Accot being passed before the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer.  If I Remember right were pleased to say there would be a declaration about 

the latter end of March last. 

 What Charges the Letters has been please putt to Accot & when our Accot is 

passed lett us know and we will Send you a bill for the whole Expence.  We are 

                              Sir         Your very Humble Servts 

                                                           Nichos Walton 

                                                           Hugh Boag 

 

 

10 May 1737 Hugh Boag to John Maule 

 

To Mr Jn Maule     Ravensworth Castle  May 14th 1737 

 

Sr, 

 I recd Your Kind Favour dated the 7th April last only on the 7th Inst but where 

it had laid I know not 

 I have many times thougt within my Selfe Since I left Greenwich I had done 

Something very Disoblidging to Mr Maule or that he was Dead for I never look out 

more for a Letter from any body than I did for yours, and when I recd it was very glad 

to hear you was well & all friends at Greenwich, but I am very Sorry for Mrs Maules 

Indisposition at that time but I hope She has Recovered that,  She has too much fatigue 

with the Children & takes too much Care, of this I hope Mr Maule will Ease her, Sure 

She deserves it in my Opinion. 

 I Sent the Doctor a kitt of Salmond I am Sure I ordered him one above two 

Months Since & I neither can hear of it, being Ship’d from Berwick nor of its being 

come to hand.  I Directed it to be left at Mr Robert Wilsons Corn factor in Mark Lane & 

desired it to be Sent him to Greenwich but as it is so long a time Since I Expected he 

had gott it & he has not I am Afraid it Spoyled lost or Mislaid, pray my humble Service 

to him for I am Ashamed of his & your Kindness while with you 

 I am Sorry you have so little hopes of Succeeding for an Allowance for your 

Clerk, Surely you will gett it the desire or Demand being so Reasonable 
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 Mr Sands Observations in the House was neither Levelled at Your Salary nor 

ours but at those that have great Sums & does little Worke, tho’ I think it no more than 

a Reward for the Long & Hazardous Services they have done 

 I never heard a word that the Directors had Allowed Mr W--son £50 till I had 

reced Yours I am very well Pleased as they thought fitt so to doe 

 The Copy of Mr Watsons Arrears was Sent abt a Month Since to Mr Corbett. 

 I will let you know abt Mr Fell in a post or two I always thougt your Pd was to 

have Sent me his Bill upon him & that I was to Endeavour to gett it.  Believe me Mr 

Maule Ill leave no Stone Unturned to Serve your Friend. 

 Pray tell Mrs Maule I do not know but my Wife Sometime or other may pay her 

a Visit at Greenwich but <Can>not Sett the times when.  I am for Mr Walton & Selfe 

                                                 Sr Your Very Humle Servts 

                                                              Hugh Boag 

 

 

10 May 1737 Nicholas Walton to George Greive 

 

To Mr Greive      Ravensworth Castle  May 10th 1737 

 

Sir                                                                             

 The Directors of Greenwich Hospitall have given us Orders to call upon you to 

know if you have levied the Money on the Sevll Derwentwater Tennants for which the 

Extent was Sent into your hands we therefore Desire you wll on rect of this aquaint Mr 

Corbett with wt steps have been taken in that affair.  he will be mett with at the pay 

office in Broad Street London.  If any of the money appears to have been paid it will be 

proper to acquaint Mr Corbett therewith & we are Sr   your Most Hble Servts 

      Nichos Walton Hugh Boag 

 

 

10 May 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  May 10th 1737 

 

Sir 

 We were favioured with yours with the minutes of the Board dated 4th May 

1737 which we duely Observe 

 Mr Greive the Sherrif for the County of Northumberland is now at London to 

whom we have wrote this post to know what part of the Money he has Levyed for 

which the Extent was sent down and we have desired him to wait upon you and 

Informe you what he has done in that affair 

 Mr Dentons Letter is a very Surprizing one if he means that we have Refused the 

Rent Due from Mr Blackett as we never did refused it, but we refused the payment of 

Coastley Tyth when it was first Demanded, till we had an Opportunity of Acquainting 

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents


TNA ADM 66/106 Greenwich Hospital Northern Receiver Letters 1737-41 tbc 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dukesfield Smelters and Carriers Project         Dukesfield Documents 

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents          Page  13
  

the Board & that being done & the Directors ordering us to pay the Same if it appeared 

to be due, we acquaintd Mr Blacketts Agent therewith who after the Extent was Sent 

down Offered to Settle with us, but as the Extent was only for a part of what was 

returned in our list we mutually agreed to Deferr Settling till we acquainted the Board 

wch we did the 17th April last.  We have therefore Sir Deferred Giving Mr Denton any 

answer as we are at a loss what to Say to him the Extent not being for the Totall of the 

Arrear & we quite Strangers how it happens to be so.  we will therefore wait your 

further Orders before we give him any answer at all 

 Inclosed we send you our Cash Accot for last Month on which remains a 

ballance in our of £1802.2.4 One Thousand whereof we have a promise of a Bill for the 

latter End of this week or beginning of next wch Shall be sent to the Treasurer as Soon 

as we receive it and the other eight hundred we will Either retain in our hands for 

payment of the Interest due to Lord Peter (for which we expect a Demand Daily) or 

returne it to the Treasurer whether the Directors think fit. 

 We have made no Contingent payments on Accot of the Hospitall Since the 14th 

Novr last to the 1st May Inst without order of the Board except Such as are in the 

Inclosed Accot amounting to £8.12.4 and those were all made before the order of the 

5th January last came to this place except 10s all which we humbly hope the Directors 

will allow of.  The Expence of Court keeping we think hard to be upon us, therefore we 

humbly begg leave to acquaint the Directors with the Expence thereof being Incerted in 

the Same paper with our Contingent payments and hope they will also allow the Same 

to be Charged in the Month of May Inst. 

Inclosed you have Mr Greives reasons for not Inserting the Clause about the Sale 

of the <dues> of Lead Oare for this present year or any Succeeding Year to George 

Liddell Esqr 

                                                                         & we are Sr your most Obdt Servts 

                                                                                       Nichos Walton 

                                                                                       Hugh Boag 

 

 

Contingent Charges pd by Messrs Walton and Boag & Charged in their Monthly Cash 

Accots without order of Board from 14 Novr 1736 to 1st May 1737 Vizt 

 

Novemr 29th   

pd Abraham Bunting wch he pd for hire of a Room at  

Wark in which the Court was kept (formerly was pd  

£1.1.-d) but we agreed for                                      £ - 10  6 

pd the Expence of taking possession of High Green  

Colliery                                                  - 12 10 

pd Abraham Bunting for Cording wood in Dilston Park  

& Dean Raw, being 63 Cord & part of wt was Sold to  

Mr Cotton                                                 6  6  - 

Decemr 6 
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pd Lawyer Gray a Fee touching the Estate in Dispute  

at Ovingham                                               - 10  6 

January 6 

pd John Reed Esqr the Charge that Accrued upon a  

Distress made for 5 years Quit Rent on Buteland         -  2  6 

April 22d 

pd Joseph Bell Damage of Ground by leading Blown  

wood thro’ Stablehill etc                                - 10  - 

                                                                  £8 12  4 

 

The above particulars are all charged in our Cash Accot from 14 Novr 1736 to 1st May 

1737 Witness our hands                Nichos Walton 

                                             Hugh Boag 

 

Charge that Accrued in holding the Court of Newlands Haydon Bridge and Alston in 

Treating Sevll Freeholders etc who attended there The Courtkeeper his two Clerks & a 

Servants Expences being included the whole amounted to £9.14.91/2 

Witness our hands 10 May 1737                Nichos Walton 

                                                                    Hugh Boag 

 

 

17 May 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To William Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  May 17th 1737 

 

Sr, 

 We reced yours with the Boards Minutes of the 13th Inst wch we duely Observe 

 In answer to that part relating to Mr Hall the last Tennt of Greenhead <at> 

Tarretburne Colliery he was in possession thereof Severall years before we had the 

honour to be Concerned in the Derwentwater Estate, & was putt out of possession by 

Jas Dodds and others who Claimed a Right there to as being Freeholders in the Mannor 

of Wark  Of this we acquainted the Board & after having their orders we Served 

Ejectments upon them & they Stood out Sometime;  But at the time the Court was held 

at Wark the Sd James Dodds offering to become the Hospitalls Tennt at £10 per Ann 

the Board was acquainted with it he was Recommended (as he realy was) to be the best 

& most Substantiall Bidder and was Confirmed accordingly This Sr is the State of the 

Case from the beginning to the End and we wd further only Observe that Mr Regnd 

Hall never was a bidder for this Colliery or offered one farthing for it. 

 We take the Liberty Sir to Trouble you with a Letter for the Treasurer of the 

Hospitall which you have Inclosed in wch is a Bill for One Thousd Pounds on Accot of 

the Rents of the Derwentwater Estate.  Please to order it to be delivered Safe 

                                                            We are Sir   Your Most Obdt Servts 

                                                                                    Walton & Boag 
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17 May 1737 Nicolas Walton to Hercules Baker 

 

To Hercules Baker Esqr     Ravensworth Castle  May 17th 1737 

 

 

Sr                                                                              

Inclosed I send you Mr William Soppetts bill on John Errington Esqr for one 

Thousand pounds dated the 16th Inst & payable 30 days after date on Accot of the 

Rents of the Derwentwater Estate & for the use of the Greenwh Hospital 

 I send this thro’ the hands of Mr Corbett as I am uncertain where to direct to you 

please thereof to Acknowledge the Rect thereof by return of the post & informe me 

how you wou’d for the Future have your Letters directed with Such Bills as we shall 

hereafter have Occasion to Send                      For Mr Boag & Selfe 

                                                  I am Sir  Your Very Hble & Obdt Servt 

                                                                   Nichos Walton 

 

 

      Newcastle May 16 1737 

Sr 

 Thirty days after date pay unto Messrs Walton & Boag or their order one 

Thousand pounds value rece’d & place to accot at per advice from 

                                                                                   Yr Humble Servt 

To John Errington Esqr                                                 Will Soppitt 

At Ormond Street Coffee House  London 

 

 

24 May 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  May 24 1737 

 

Sir 

 Inclosed we Send you a Computation of the Expence of Repairing and building 

Housing on the Derwentwater Estate, which has cost us a great deal of Labour & had 

been a Considerable Expence not only to our Selves in the Severall Views but in 

Imploying the persons who has Signed the Accot with us, who are all honest men and 

well Skilled in their Severall Employments. 

 This Computation is made on a presumption that the Board will think it proper 

to make a Generall Repaire thro the whole Estate, & on a Certainty that all the Tenants 

Expect Such conveniences made on their Respective farmes & Considering the Ruinous 

State of the Housing in the whole Estate, we Realy believe it will take all we have 
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computed to doe it in a workmanlike manner; Nay we are doubtfull in Some Articles 

we have computed low and Consequently that it may Cost more than the Computation 

 We will wait having the Orders of the Board for our Guidence in this affair & 

hope they will take the Same into Consideration so as we may Execute as much of their 

Commands this Sumr as the Season of the year will admit, and the Absolute Necessity 

of the Tenants Require and we doe Assure you Sir that this as well as any other of their 

Commands Shall be pursued wth the utmost care & Frugallity & we are 

                                                                      Sir Your most Obedt Servts 

                                                                                     Nichls Walton 

                                                                                      Hugh Boag 

 

 

27 May 1737 Nicholas Walton to John Wood 

 

To Mr Wood / Depty Treasurer     Rav Castle  May 27 1737 

 

Sir  

 I am Concerned you Should have the trouble of returning Mr Soppitts bill on 

John Errington Esqr for One Thousand Pounds for want of Endorsement;  I wrote to Mr 

Baker the Treasurer that I apprehended no ill Consequence would attend His Ordering 

any of his Clerks to Endorse for us but Could not reach his hand before Yours came 

away.  I Shall for the future direct Such Bills as we Send to you at the Victualling Office 

as you directed 

                                           I am Sir your assured Hble Servt 

                                                                              Nichos Walton 

 

Note you will receive herewith the above mentioned Bill Endorsed by both Mr Boag 

and me 

 

 

30 May 1737 Nicholas Walton to John Maule 

 

To Mr John Maule     Ravensworth Castle  May 30 1737 

 

Dear Sr 

 We were favoured wth a Letter from Mr Horne last post, wherein he is so kind 

as Informe us, that we have in some Particulars disoblidged you, by not Sending you 

Answers to Such Articles, as you & your Clerk both wrote about, wch we are realy 

Sorry for, as we never meant to use you ill in any way. 

 Such Particulars as your Clerk wrote abt, on rect of his were Sent into Mr 

Corbetts hands, wth whome we were Commanded to Correspond, in all Affairs 

relating the Derwentwater Estate, & tho your Letter required Mr Watsons Accot of 

Arrears to be Sent did not come to our hands till the 8th May Last we thougt it proper 
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to tell Mr Corbett, that these things were Sent for by you, least it Should be taken amiss 

by the Board that your Clerk Shou’d Correspond wth us on these Affairs.  The reason 

why your Letter dated 7 Apl last, did not come to hand Sooner than the 8th Inst we 

know not but as Soon as it did Come, it was answered as was Mr Willocks in Course 

 We can Assure you Dear Sr that in wh ever you Apprehend we have Slighted 

you, it was not Designed, nay on the Contrary we always had a Sensible regard for 

your friendship.  We Begg if there is any thing wherein we have Disoblidged you, that 

we may be acquainted with it, that we may have an Opportunity of Acquitting our 

selves, either by Clearing our Selves of that Charge or in our future Conduct.  There is 

no one can have the Interest of the Hospital more at heart than we have & you will 

always not only find that; but our readyness to Oblidge all 

 It cannot be a pleasure to us to See you Attack our Integrity by the Late 

Observations you have made upon our Conduct, yett tho’ it gives us Trouble we are in 

little Concern about it, knowing our Actions to be Just in all Respects, & no Longer than 

we behave honestly doe we Desire the bread of the Hospital or any more Living.  We 

hope Sir from this that no Misunderstanding will be between us & doe Assure you that 

we are in all respects Dear Sir    Your very Hble & most Obedt Servts 

                                       Nichos Walton,  Hugh Boag 

 

 

3 Jun 1737 Hugh Boag to Peter Cockburn 

 

To Doctor Cockburne    Ravensworth Castle  June 3rd 1737 

 

Sir  

       Since your kind favour of the 27th Ulte for which I give you a thousand thanks. 

 As to the Expence that attends the Courtkeeping in treating Severall Freeholders 

etc Mr Walton & I desire no unreasonable thing of the board, & it is  a distinct Charge 

from the Courtkeepers Sallarys but if the board should think it our due to pay we 

Submitt, but as you observe it’s what is bore by all Lords of Manors in England. 

 We are not a little Surprized at Mr Maules Ill natured observations upon us & 

his attacking our Integrity so all which we hope we have Sr Cleared up to the 

Satisfaction of the Board, and doe assure you that we desire to be no longer Concerned 

then we act with Justice & the Utmost Integrity for the good of the Hospitall, and we 

humbly hope the honble Board have not Conceived an Ill opinion of us. 

 That of Mr Maules putting the board upon Corresponding with the Moor Master 

about the Lead Mines we think doing us wrong as it will tend to Lessen our Character 

here in the Country & the Hospitall not gett one farthing by it, and we think our Selves 

as Capable as that branch as any of the other, Mr Maule takes notice of the late Recers 

Selling the Lead Oare Dues for 2 years at 43s & 43/6d & Sayes that Mr Watson made no 

distinction between Bouse & Cutting Oare as we doe, but does not take notice of the 

same Recers Selling the Lead Oare the year before we were Concerned for 32/6d & 

37/6d per bing which is agood deal less than what we sold them for & there they make 
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5s per bing difference between Bouse & Cutting Oare, & I doe assure you the Moor 

Master declaires there always Was 5s per bing difference between the bouse & Cutting 

Oare ever since he was Concerned in the Derwentwaters familys time, as for the 2 first 

years when the Dues were sold for 43s & 43/6d there was no Cutting Oare raised 

besides it’s not possible to Sell always a Comodity for one & the same price we Sold the 

Dues for the year 1735 & 1736 Vizt Bouse Oare at 42/6d & a Guinea over & the Cutting 

Oare at 37/6d per bing,  I hope Mr Watsons Management in all the parts of the Estate 

shall be no precedent to us tho’he seems to Quote him.  I am sorry Mr Maule has so 

mean opinion of us, I Suspect he has had some Ill Impressions made to him of us from 

Mr Willock for some reasons not prudent to mention. 

 As Mr Maule is an honest good natured Man I hope we shall have no 

Misunderstanding, & I begg we may not, but he has been rather too hard upon us 

 I Shall make your Compliments to the Collenel who is not yett gott home, he 

having Stay’d on the road to Drink some Waters I am  Sr Yours etc 

      Hugh Boag 

 

He Observe what you Say abt your Letter                                                      

 

 

3 Jun 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To William Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  June 3d 1737 

 

Sir 

 We reced Yours with the Boards Minutes of the 25th May last & a Copy of Mr 

Maule Letter dated the Same day, all wch we duely Observe 

 Included in the Acct Stated between Mr Blackett & the Hospitall  as we 

Apprehended it <Stated>, by wch there Appears to be due at Martinms 1734 for Accot 

of Sums <Stand> £6  whereas the Extract is for no more than £4 

 The Reason why we desired the article of £9.14.101/2 wch Accrued in holding 

the Courts of Newlands &c to be Allowed us was that we never Understood any 

Expence of Courtkeeping Save any Courtkeepers Salareys to be upon us, & as we 

believe Such Expence is always born by the Lords of Mannors all over England we 

hoped the Board would allow the Same to us.  But as we desire nothing but what they 

think a reasonable thing, & as it is an Expence that will accrue only once a Year we 

humble Submitt it to the Boards pleasure whether they will allow it or not 

 We Observe Mr Maules Letter in answer to which the Late receers were only 

Concerned in the Rect of the Derwentwater Rents from Marts 1731.  That they Sold the 

Dues of Lead Oare for 1732 & 1733 for 43s & 43/6 per Bing being all Bouse Oare, & that 

they Sold the Dues in the Year 1734 for 37/6d for Bouse & 32/6d for Cutting Oare by 

wch Mr Maule might have Observed a difference of 5s per Bing, as the Moor Master 

Assures us there always was in the time he has been concern’d in the D-er Family 
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 How farr we are Impowered to Sell the Dues of Lead Oare by our Commission, 

the Directors themselves are best able to Judge but we begg leave to Observe that we 

have not presumed to Sell any Dues without the Boards Particular Command, to which 

we refer in their Minute of the 4th Febridy 1735/6 for the sale of the Dues for 1735 & 

1736 & to their Minute of the 4th May last for the Sale of those for 1737 

 We never thought our Selves Exempt from any Rules the Directors have thought 

fit to prescribe to us but have in all aspects conformed thereto as Near as we could;  

This however we are Certaine of that we have always acted with Justice to the 

Hospital, & no longer than we do Soe do we desire their Countenance and favour. 

 We are so Farr from taking upon our Selves any Authority or from doing a thing 

that may be any way displeasing to the Board; that we have no desire to Correspond 

with them abt the Lead Mines, but we humbly think it is greatly Lessening to our 

Credit & making our Authority less regarded in the Management of their other Affairs; 

& that need not be done As the Remains of the Derwentwater Family, find ill natured 

Persons Sufficient to Oppose the Interest of the Hospital when ever they have it in their 

Power 

 We hope these Answers will be Satisfactory to the Board & that they have 

Conceived no ill Opinion of us from any Represention that has been made to them & 

we are 

      Sr  Your most Obedt Servts 

             Nichos Walton     Hugh Boag 

 

P.S.  Please to return the Original Agreems wth Mr Abram Watson for the Dues for 

1735 & 1736 as we cannot Settle wth him without it 

 

 

4 Jun 1737 Nicholas Walton to Joseph Pearson 

 

Mr Pearson      Ravensworth Castle  June 4th 1737 

 

 Inclosed we send you the list of Arrears due from the Severall Tennants at 

Keswick to Ladyday last past & we desire that you will goe to Each of them & make a 

formal demand and what answers you gett Transmitt them to us. 

 We desire that you will not pay any outgoings Except Tyths if any there be, we 

mean no fee farme Rents without a fresh order from us, put the Gentn in mind that 

used to Receive these fee farme or other Rents that till they Inform us if they putt in 

their Claims at the forfeiture we will not pay & we are informed by Councill that unless 

they putt in their Claim at the forfeiture we need not pay any of them. 

 We have seen a Copy of a Representation of the Tennants of Thornthwaite to 

Collonel Liddell (Imagining him to be a Lessee of the whole Estate) Shewing forth that 

they have always Enjoyed the Liberty of Cutting down Aller & Birtch Trees & Selling 

them to their own use till now that we hinder them & Mr Jefferson Complains in 
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perticular that we have discharged William Miles from paying him any Money for 

Trees he had Sold him 

 This Representation is Signed by Joseph Pearson among the others wch we 

Suppose to be your Selfe, if so you act the double part with us for you have told us that 

the Thornthwait Tennants have no liberty to Cutt down Aller & Birch & Sell it, we 

desire you to Call upon Wm Miles for the money for these Trees he Cutt down & 

Carryed away of Mr Jeffersons Estate 

 Pray Mr Pearson from What does this arise that the Thornthwaite Tennants 

Imagine Collonel Liddell to be axe free of the Estate & we his Substitutes, Surely they 

are wrong for the Commrs of Greenwich Hostl are the Landlords & we are their 

Substitutes, We desire you’ll examine in to this Matter & undeceive the Tennants that 

Say Colll Liddell is the Lessee for he in truth has nothing to doe with any thing but the 

Lead Mines. 

 As to the Mill you mention upon the Customary Estate we do not think the Lord 

of the Mann liable to find wood for her or any other Repaires on the Customary Estates 

& is Surprized that you should Encourage any of these Customary Tennants to Crave 

wood out of the Demesne We believe where there is wood upon any of those Estates 

the Tennant has a right for wood for repaires having the Lords Leave but that we 

desire you’ll Enquire into & give Liberty to none without acquainting us. We are  

      Yours etc 

             Walton & Boag 

 

 

10 Jun 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  June 10th 1737 

 

Sir 

 Inclosed we send you our Cash Accot for last Month on which remains a 

Ballance of One Thousand & Twenty two pounds Nine Shillings & Sixpence three 

farthing in favour of the Hospital.  We have no demand made upon us for the Interest 

due to the Lord Peters & the heir of Doctor Chamberlain at Ladyday last, therefore we 

begg to know whether we should remitt the ballance now in hand to the Treasurer or 

keep it to answer demands of Lord Peters etc when they shall be made. 

 John Atkinson who was late Bayliff for the Manner of Wark & Barony of 

Langley, has not yett been paid his Sallary due at the time of his discharge amounting 

to £5.16.8d & he humbly craves Leave to desire the Board will order the payment of it.  

He Says he has made frequent demands of the late Receivers & they have refused 

payment alledging that they had not the boards order for soe doing.  He has also made 

frequent demands of us, but as we had no orders for the payment of it we refused in 

Like manner, tho’ we humble think if the board has no Objection it Should be payd 

therefore we desire their Order therein & are  Sir Yours etc 

                                                                                                      Walton & Boag 
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11 Jun 1737 Hugh Boag to John Smart 

 

To Mr John Smart at Belford   Ravensworth Castle  June 11th 1737 

 

Mr Smart 

 I think you pay on the Hospitalls Accot to the Duke of Somersetts Agent or 

Bayliff a fee farme Rent for Spindleston annually.  We are advised that unless persons 

who receive these fee farme Rents Issuing out of the Derwr Estate put in their Claim at 

the forfeiture, the hospitall need not pay any.  The Directors have ordered us to pay 

none unless the persons Satisfie us that they have putt in their Claim.  This I thought it 

would be proper to Signifie to you, because you pay some of these Rents and we have 

allowed you them but must desire for the future you’ll pay no outgoings till further 

order Except Tyth Rents & Meduses for Tyth if any there be.  I am for Mr Walton & 

Selfe Sr   Yours etc 

      Hugh Boag 

 

 

11 Jun 1737 Hugh Boag to Peter Hughes 

 

To Mr Peter Hughes     Ravensworth Castle  June 11th 1737 

at Middleton Hall by Alnmouth 

 

Mr Hughes 

 What Fee farme Rents are payable out of Middleton Hall to any person we are 

advised and ordered not to pay them unless the persons Claiming first Satisfie us that 

they put in their Claim at the Forfature so acquaint them with this but pay none till 

further orders, if any Tyth Rent or Moduses are payable out of your farm they must be 

punctually paid. 

I am for Mr Walton & Selfe      Sr  Yours etc   Hugh Boag 

 

 

11 Jun 1737 Hugh Boag to George Ancrum 

 

To Mr Geo Ancrum at Scremerston near Berwick Ravensworth Castle  June 11th 1737 

 

Mr Ancrum 

 Pray acquaint your Brother that whatever fee farme Rents are payd out of 

Scremerston that he is not to pay them till they Satisfie us that they put in their Claims 

at the forfeiture & we are ordered not to pay them till further orders, but what ever 

Tyth Rents or Moduses if any be payable out of Scremerston they must be punctually 

payd.  I am for Mr Walton & Selfe Yours etc 
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      Hugh Boag 

 

Acquaint the other Tennants with this for fear they should pay any outgoings 

 

 

17 Jun 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr    Rav Castle  June 17th 1737 

 

Sir 

 We were favoured with yours of the 10th Inst with the Boards Minutes of the 8th 

Inst which we duely Observe. 

 The Representation of Ralph Radcliff Esqr relating his purchase of the Ambles 

Estate in the County of Northumberland, we doe not question the fact of, but we are 

Ready to believe Mr William Radcliff had no right to Sell  What we meant by a 

Settlement was the Original Settlement upon Mr William Radcliff by which it will 

appear whether he had a right to Sell or not.  This we thought proper to Mention again 

as it may deserve the boards Consideration 

 We begg leave to put you in mind of the Ovingham Estate as we understood a 

Suit was intended to be Commenced with all Convenient Speed, wherein John Fenwick 

Esqr Thos Errington Esqr John Aynsley Esqr were to be made party & which being 

done there is No doubt but the Hospital will prevail 

 The Tenants in all parts of the Estate belonging to the Hospital begin to be 

uneasey for want of the Leases of their farmes and realy make us so, and we cannot 

proceed in the Draught lice that we Sent be approved of by the board. 

 We begg leave to returne the Directon thanks for the Allowance they are pleased 

to make us for the Expence of holding Courts & doe Assure them that the future 

Expence thereof Shall be Managed with the Utmost frugallity by  Sr Yor most Obedt 

Servts 

                                                                                    N Walton & H Boag 

 

 

17 Jun 1737 Nicholas Walton to John Maule 

 

To Mr Jn Maule at Greenwich    Rav Castle  June 17th 1737 

 

Dear Sr 

 We Take the first opertunity of Answering your favour of the 10th Inst which 

came to hand last post and for which you have our Sincere and hearty thanks. 

 It is Some nay a great deal of Concerne to us to find you think us rather 

Inclinable to Correspond with the Board than you on Such affaires as particularly relate 

the Accots of the Derwentwater Estate and were we guilty of representing any 

Mistakes being Sett right after having been taken Notice of to us by you it would be 
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using you verry ill, & indeed in Such a manner as wou’d render us inexcusable but that 

you will not we hope charge us with. 

 Your letter of the 8 March last never came to our hands & that of the 7th of April 

not till the 5th of May, which required Nothing of us but a Copy of Mr Watsons 

Arrears which we Sent to Mr Corbett on rect of Mr Willocks letter with Some other 

things he wrote for, & Mr Willocks was Answered in every particular 

 The reason whey we Sent those papers to Mr Corbett was that we were ordered 

at our first Appointment to Correspond with the Secretary on all affairs relating the 

Hospital, but for the future you may depend upon punctuall Answers to every thing 

you require and be Assured Dr Sir that it will be the greatest pleasure to us in a 

friendly Manner to Correspond with you, and you may depend upon our greatest care 

not only to prevent mistakes but when any happen to Clear ‘em up 

 We reced the original agreement with Mr Abraham Watson for the last years 

dues and are with kind respects to your Selfe & family 

Dr Sir                  Your verry Humble & most Obedt Servts 

                                                                 N Walton   H Boag 

 

Mr Maule 

The £50 – made recd of Mr Robt Twizle & Mr Robt Weldon the 21st May last & in the 

Cash Sd to be in pt of an Arrear of Rent due Mayday 1737 for Hartburn Grainge Should 

be for an Arrear of Rent due from them for Meldon outgrounds due Marts 1736 Please 

to Set this Right        I am etc  Sr Yor  H Boag 

 

This was Observed after Ceiling Your Letter  

Mems this was put in a Slip into the Letter after it was sealed 

 

 

21 Jun 1737 Nicholas Walton to Thomas Simpson 

 

To Mr Simpson  Attorney at Law   Ravensworth Castle  June 21 1737 

 

Sir 

 The Tennants of Thornthwait (a part of the Estate of the Late Earl of 

Derwentwater) have growing upon their Respective Farmes Birch & Alder Wood and 

Oakes in their HedgeRows some of whom Claim a Right to Sell all and others only to 

that in the HedgeRows.  As I rememember when I acquainted you with it you were 

Clear in opinion that these Tennants had no right to Selling any Wood at all, but they 

had a Right to any of these sorts for Repairs on the Estates were such timber is was 

growing 

      Mr Boag & I are pretty much Strangers to the Customs of these Arbitrary & 

Customary Estates in these parts for which reason I take the Liberty to give you this 

Trouble desiring you will by Return of the Post Informe me what you apprehend the 

Right of the Tennant to be in any of the Customary or arbitrary Estates of Castle Ridge 
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Derwentwater & Thornthwait wth respect to the Cutting of wood of any kind for Sale 

or for their own Use and by what right it is that the Lord Can hinder them from so 

doing.  I begg Sir you will be particular to me on this head, for we wd not putt a 

hardship upon the Tennant, nor can we see the Lord have any Injustice.  Your 

Compliance herein will greatly Oblige Mr Boag & him who is Dear Sir   Your Very 

Hble Servt                         

      Nichos Walton 

 

 

21 Jun 1737 Nicholas Walton to Strickland 

 

To Mr <Strickland>     Ravenworth Castle  June 21st 1737 

 

Sir 

 I am favoured with yours of the 16 Inst in answer to which we are prepared to 

remit you the Interest due to Lord Peter and the Annuity to Lady Catherine Radcliff.  I 

Observe you have a Certificate in the usual forme of Lady Catherines Life Since 

Ladyday last which Certificate I desire you’ll Show Lawyer Hunter, who is Auditor of 

the Derwentwater Accots for his approbation, of which you’ll be so good as Informe 

me after you have so done.  Your money is ready & I Shall in the mean time be 

preparing you proper remittances For Mr Boag & Selfe I am Sir                 Your most 

Obedt Humble Servt 

                                                                                                            Nichos Walton 

 

 

3 Jul 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To William Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  July 3d 1737 

 

Sir  

       We were favoured with yours with the Boards Minutes of the 22 June last in 

Course which we duely Observe. 

 The Ballance of our last Cash Accot in favour of the Hospital we have remittance 

for, ready to be Sent you pursuant to the Boards Commands, but as we have a demand 

made upon us for the Interest & Annuity due to Lord Petres & Lady Catherine Ratcliff 

at Lady day last, we have presumed to reserve these Remittances for that purpose & 

hope the Board will approve thereof. 

 The best Information we can give the Board of the Settlement mentioned in ours 

of the 17th Ulto is that we apprehend it to be in the hands of Mr Radcliff the present 

possessor of Amble Estate, & as Mr Radcliffs shewing his right would be the easyest 

way of ending the dispute, we humbly think he can have no objection to share the 

Settlement mentioned 
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 We have given the Moore Master Orders to acquaint the Board pursuant to their 

command, what methods are observed in the preservation of the Lords dues in the 

Manour of Alston moore wch as he has before informed us are; to attend the Weighing 

of all Oare at the Bingsteads or Washing places, when the Lords dues are laid Separate 

& preserved from Embezilment by the Lessee, for Such time as is Covenanted in his 

Lease. 

 Tho’ we have made all the enquiry we cou’d into the Affair of the Keswick 

Rents; we have not yet been able to Clear it up to the Boards Satisfaction, yet we hope 

we are now furnished with Materials to do it by next Post or that afterwards. 

 It would be very proper Sir if the Board think fitt to Send us an Accot what Fee 

Farme Rents payable out of the Derwentwater Estate were Claimed at the Forfeiture, as 

Severall Persons to whom they are due say they made Claims, & in Such Cases where 

Claims were made, by our refusing Payment Suits may be Commenced.  These Claims 

may we apprehend be had at the proper Office where they are recorded 

 We have been this Week in Alston moore viewing the Lead Mines in wch we 

think Colll Liddell & Partners have made great progress, & are proceeding to win in an 

effectuall manner & with the utmost expedition all such Mines as are believed to be 

hopefull,  They have made a pay which amounts to near £900 ending at Midsummer 

last, of which in Lead Charge £679.2.73/4 exclusive of raising Oare by Bing & exclusive 

of what has been expended by the Lead Company & Mr Hally.                        N Walton    

H Boag 

 

 

3 Jul 1737 Nicholas Walton to John Maule 

 

To Mr John Maule     Ravensworth Castle  July 3d 1737 

 

Sir 

 We received your favour of the 25th Ulto for which we return you many thanks. 

 That mistake which you mention in our Cash for the Month of April last, about 

Mr Pearsons Salary being made due Martinmas 1737 upon examination of our Copy 

find to be as you Say, but was intended for Mayday then next, as it was so near at 

hand, and the Recet is accordingly & we desire you’l make it that Months Cash due 

Mayday next or 1737 

 The mistake you are pleased to mention about John Atkinson’s <Hens> & Coales 

of the 17th May last is in our Coppy of the 19th May and is expressed there, Reced of 

John Atkinson for 4 <Henns> 4s & 4 fother of Coales 10s for Broomhill & Pulwell 2 

Years due Martinmas 1736 14s which is right as it is for 2 Years Each.  & if it is not so in 

yours please to make it so. 

 We are very much obliged to you for this favourable way of Setting any 

mistakes right which we hope you believe are not designed ones but through the 

Hurry of Business are made                          We are Sir Your Humble Servts 

Walton & Boag 
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5 Jul 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  July 5 1737 

 

Sir 

 After Severall enquirys and examinations into the matter in Dispute between the 

Hospitall & the Keswick Tennants, we have produced to us a Lease of Old Park dated 

16th August 1711, for 21 years Commenceing at Ladyday preceeding under the yearly 

Rent of £20, payable at Penticost & Martinmas in every year, by which means every 

years Rent was payd up at Martinmas preceeding the end of each year. 

 We have examined the Recets of Severall & Inclosed you have Coppys of Mr 

Miles Willson Recets from the time he entered upon his Farme (wch was at Ladyday 

1731) to Marts last, by which it very plainly appears he has payd Six years Rent, which 

must be in full to Ladyda y last altho’ due the Martinmas preceeding. 

 The Late Mr Radcliff dying about Decemr 1731 by the Tenr of the above 

mentioned Lease, all Rent to Ladyday 1731, became due to the Derwenttr Family, but 

whether in Law they Paid such right is we think the matter in dispute If they had not a 

right to grant Leases in that way, then we apprehend the full half year Rent is due from 

that family, for the Tennants have undoubtedly payd all that is due from them.  We 

have however made a demand of the Tennants & so Soon as we have the further 

Commands of the board their orders Shall be putt in execution 

 We reced the Boards Minutes of the 29 Ulte in Course, as we did yours, with all 

the Boards Commands relating Mr <Jenison>, all which shall be duly regarded. 

 Inclosed is our Cash Accot for last Month & we are Sir     Yours etc 

                                                                                                   Walton & Boag 

 

 

14 Jul 1737 Nicholas Walton to Luke Nealson 

 

To Mr Luke Nealson    Ravensworth Castle  July 14 1737 

 

Dear Sr 

 Your favour of the 19th June last is before us and in answer we are sorry we 

Cannot Comply with what you desire as to Winning Limestone in the Estate of 

Scremmerston. 

 The Directors of the Hospitall have positively Commanded us not to Suffer any 

person whatever to Win Limestone in any of their Estates without paying for the 

Liberty of doing so, & this to themselves & not their Tennant who has a right to no 

more Limestone than what they make use of themselves. 

 Mr Wilkie & <Kn..g..way> may win what quantity they please provided it no 

way Interfere with our Tennants, paying them a Satisfaction for Spoile of ground, and 
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the Hospitall a further Satisfaction of a penny per Fother till Mayday next giving us an 

Accot at Martinmas, Candlemas & Mayday next of the Severall quantitys they get from 

time to time 

                          We are Sir Yours etc          Walton & Boag 

 

 

14 Jul 1737 Nicholas Walton to Andrew Scott 

 

To Mr Andw Scott     Ravensworth Castle  July 14th 1737 

 

Mr Scott 

 We reced yours of the 24 June last which before now we have not had time to 

Answer 

 As to the Division of the Northside of Scremerston however you and the Joynt 

takers understood it, we always Meant that it Should be Enjoyed in equall Shares, Each 

paying an equall Share of the Rent and in that way it was understood to be agreed 

when Mr Boag was last at Scremerston 

 Wee disire now that a division may be made of the whole north Side into four 

parts equally to be Sett by one Indifferent person chose by Each of you and the 

imedately as we disire to prevent all manner of disputes  If any of the parties object to 

the manner of division may acquain them that we determined to have it in no other 

way as we do not See it can be otherwaies with Justice to you all            We are Your 

Hble Servts 

                                                                                       NW & HB 

 

 

15 Jul 1737 Nicholas Walton to Thomas Simpson 

 

To Mr Thos Simpson    Ravensworth Castle  July 15th 1737 

Attorney in Law at Penrith                                      

 

A Coppy of Mr Waltons Letter dated 21st June last was Sent him this day with the 

following Letter. 

 

 The above is a Coppy of a Letter wrote you the 21st June last which we doubt 

not came to your hand, tho’ we have not been favoured with Your Answer. 

 What is therein desired was intended to be of use to the Hospital & not of any 

particular use to us, therefore we humbly presume it might have been favoured with 

an Answer of Some kind; We are very well assured no one is more capable of Setting 

the Hospital right in what is mentioned in our Letter to you of the 21 June last; than 

Your Selfe & we did also believe none would more readily do so; therefore we 

conjecture a miscarriage in the Letter may be the Occasion of it, but if it should not be 

so, we cannot; with Submission think the Hospital or us well used. 
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 When this comes to your hand we shall hope for Your Answer & would hope 

nothing would prevent your free Correspondence with us in all Affaires to the Hospital 

& we are 

                                                Sir Yours etc      NW   HB 

 

 

20 Jul 1737 Nicholas Walton  

 

                                                                               Ravensworth Castle  July 20th 1737 

Sir 

 We have omitted in ours of this date to acquaint you that in the Newcastle 

Courrant which we send you Inclosed is incerted a Paragraph relating the Informacon 

exhibited against Mr Readhead for Committing Waist on the Darwentwater Estate wch 

is taken from a Letter wrote by Mr Wye & Seems to be intended as a reflection upon the 

Enquirey & to excuse Ra Redhead we therefore thought it proper to acquaint you wth 

it & that if the Board think fit they may order a Paragraph to be incerted in the 

Newcastle Papers to Shew the Just Cause of Such his prosecution        We are Sir  Your 

Hble Servts 

                                                                                              NW & HB 

 

 

20 Jul 1737 Nicholas Walton to Benjamin Shutt 

 

To Mr Ben Shutt     Ravensworth Castle  July 20 1737 

 

 Mr Boag and I have a Sum to pay Lord Peters and Lady Katherine Radcliffe for 

Interest etc due out of the Darwentwater Estate which I must Desire you will 

<transmit> for us.  The Sum due to Lord Peters is £1000 & to Lady Kath Radcliffe £100 

for wch proper Receipts are to be taken: Coppys whereof you have Inclosed with Tenn 

Bills & Notes amounting to £1089  the Neet Sum to be paid ‘em they allowing us ½ per 

Cent for remittg the Same.  Mr Mannock Strickland is the person Impowered to Receive 

this Money at his Chambers in Lincons Inn who will procure his Lordships Recets for 

one years Interest on £20000 due Ladyday last £1000 & he will give a Recet for £100 

Annually due at the Same time by Vertue of a Letter of Attorney Impowering him to 

doe so wch Letter of Attorney before you pay the £100 is to be approved of by Mr 

Hunter Auditr of the Hospitall & Signed by him.  Mr Hunter Lives at No 3 in Garden 

Court Middle Temple London.  You will observe that the Recets are to be for £1000 & 

£100 alltho’ the neet Sum you pay is only £990 & £99 the other £11we keep in our hands 

for remittance 

 I begg you’ll acknowledge the Recet hereof with the Inclosed Bills by Returne of 

the Post 

       I am Dr Sir Your verry Hble Servt  

             Nichos Walton 
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P.S.   Mr Strickland is to Shew & deliver up to you a proper Testimonial of Katherine 

Radcliffe Being alive at the time this Annuity became due wch Mr Hunter must also 

approve of & Signe 

 

 

Notes & Bills Inclosed to Mr Shutt the 20 July 1737 

Saml Vincent Bill on <.... &Co> dated 16 May 1737 at <3> Usuances    10 

<23>         Do on Do      & Co dated 16 Do       at 2 Usance         13 

Wm <Elstobb> Do on <Jonas Leverland> 24 Do at 30 Days date           30 

Edwd Smiths Note to James Sayers dated 25 Do at 60 Days date      130 

George Fowlers Bill on Wm Williford dated 31 Do at 60 Days date   110 

James Dawsons Note to John <Cockerell> Dated 17 June at <60 Days>130 

Mr John Aireys Bill on Geo Wilson dated 23d  Do at 8 Days Sight   400 

Robt Hudspeth do on Thomas young dated 23d  Do at 50 Days Sight   84 

Thos Wills Do on Thomas White dated 24th Do at 28 days date             84 3 11 1/2 

George Blacks Bill on Messrs Chizhull & Ingram  

  dated 1 July at 28 Days Do                                          97  18 1 

                                                         £1089  - -    1/2 

 

 

20 Jul 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Mr Wm Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  July 20th 1737 

 

Sir 

 In Obedience to the Boards Commands we have Inclosed sent you an accot of 

what Repaires are most necessary on the most proper parts of the Estate late 

Darwentwr to be begun with & wch we hope may be done this Season tho’ it is so farr 

advanced that we doubt of Compleating all in the Inclosed Accot. 

 All the parts of the Darwentwater Estate (to put the housing into Tennantable 

condition) are almost in Equal Necessity, but the reason why we make Choise of those 

in the Inclosed Accot is that in such parts where the Hospitall’s Estates will furnish 

Wood we would deferr till next Summer, as the Bark (wch is of Considerable Vallue) 

would be lost now, & in such places as we now propose to begin to Repaire we will be 

obliged to buy firr Timber whether begun now or at another time 

 There is Sevll Tennts in the other parts of the Estate that cannot dispence wth 

out Some Repaire & in such places we will be obliged to doe Small things pursuant to 

the Boards Former Order, but we hope no place will much exceed £10. 

 The Repaires on Newlands and Whittonstall must be done with firr wood & part 

of those Repaires must if possible be done this Season which being agreed to by the 

General Court have left ‘em out of the Inclosed. 

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents


TNA ADM 66/106 Greenwich Hospital Northern Receiver Letters 1737-41 tbc 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dukesfield Smelters and Carriers Project         Dukesfield Documents 

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents          Page  30
  

 We Shall be ready to prosecute all the Boards Commands on these affaires so 

Soon as we have the Honr to Receive ‘em & with the Utmost care & Frugallity and we 

are Sir Your most Obedt Hble Servts 

                                                                                      Nichos Walton 

                                                                                      Hugh Boag 

 

 

22 Jul 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

Wm Corbett Esqr     Ravensworth Castle  July 22d 1737 

 

Sir 

 As the Hospitall are to have Tryall (with the Persons Claiming Haydon Town 

Farme on an old Lease) at the next Assizes at NCastle which begins the 8 August next, 

we begg leave to putt you in mind of it, tho we hope Mr Airey has taken proper care to 

inform you or Mr Radley so as to prepare what is necessary for Tryall. 

 The Quakers company’s Agent having Offered 46s per Bing for Bouse & 41 per 

Bing for Cutting Oare & Geo Liddell Esqr & Compy having offered the same & one 

Guinea & half over.  we have agreed with the latter as best bidders, for all the Dues of 

Lead Oare arising within the Manor of Aldstone Moore from Christmas last to 

Christms next to be paid in April next which we hope the Board will approve of   This 

price for Lead Oare is we believe the highest that has been known in that Country, the 

reason for which we apprehend to be this, that the Quakers having a Lead Mill ready 

erected are distressed for want of Oare to keep her going, by reason of the poverty of 

the Lead Mines in & about Aldston Moore, & not onely that But Sevl other Mills are 

lying for want of Oare & this Scarcity <still…& will,> or as <….> the price by that Mill 

wth Coll Liddell Parts are Erectg in Aldston <mre> where for some time the whole 

quantity to be raised will not be Sufficient to keep the Mill going. 

 We are Sorry to in forme you that at Tarret burn in the Manour of Wark, where a 

Lead Mine has formerly been wrought, & where Geo Liddell Esqr & Partners had 

begun further Tryall the Royaltys are claimed by Severall who have given the 

Workmen a discharge, upon which Accot that work is at present Stop’d.  Wee have 

allways believed the Royaltys in that part belonged to the Hospitall & we doubt not but 

it will appear to be so, yet least we should run the Hospitall into vexatious Suite, we 

have thought it more proper to desist than proceed in working, till a particular enquiry 

is made into the Affair.  Wee are to be at Hexham next Monday & thro the Estates of 

that Neighbourhd.  the remaining part of the week so that as we Shall not only wait 

upon the persons who Claim, but make all the enquiry we can in that part of the 

Country, we hope to give you a particular Accot by next Frydays post of the whole 

affair  We are Sir   Yr most obedt & most Hble Servts 

       N Walton   Hugh Boag 
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29 Jul 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Mr Corbett Esqr     Ravensworth Castle  July 29th 1737 

 

Sir 

 We wrote you the 22nd Inst about the discharge given to the persons Imployed 

by George Liddell Esqr & Partners, at Tarrett Burn in Tindale within the Manour of 

Wark & therein acquainted you that we would make enquiry & give you a particular 

Accot of the whole Affair 

 We have accordingly made all the enquiry we had an opportunity of doing, & 

have Examined the old papers at Dilston & from the whole we cannot find whether the 

Mine in dispute was let by the Derwentwater family or not. 

 By the Grant it appears that all the Mineralls within the Manour of Wark were 

granted to the predicessors of the Derwentwater family, & this place being within what 

is Called Tindale, is undoubtedly the right of the Hospitall, tho’ the great distance of 

time Since the Mine has been wrought, & the want of foot steps to trace it makes it very 

difficult to find it out.  We have been upon the Premisses & have examined Severall old 

people who Say they always believed & it was reputed that the Royaltys belonged to 

the Der----r family, that the Mine was wrought about 60 years agoe by One Curtis & 

afterwards by Alderman Ramsey, but that they do not know by whom authorized, but 

believes by the Lord <Derw.r> we have therefore to presume rights of the Hospitall 

(where it may probably be of great Consequence to them) Ordered Workmen to begin 

work & keep possession which we hope the Directors will approve of. 

 We find the possessors Severall Small Estates in Tarrett & Tarrett burn who call 

themselves freeholders have agreed to Try the Hospitall rights to the Royallitys in these 

parts & have Sett the Workmen to Work a Colliery in Terrett burn adjoyning the 

Hospitalls Tennt James Dodds & also another Colliery in Blackburn within the sd 

Manour of Wark, both which we have putt off work by discharging Gilbert Milburn & 

others at the former, & James Robson & others at the latter place we not only 

discharged these persons, but threw the Ropes & other work tools at each place downe 

the pitts, in the presence of the parties which we hope the Directors will approve off, & 

indeed unless what we have done be followed with vigirous proceedings in the Law 

the Hospitalls Libertys will be greatly infringed upon 

 We are greatly concerned to be informed by Mr Airey that no provision is made 

so as to have Tryall with the persons Claiming Haydon Town Farme the next Assizes, 

as it not only gives these persons an Oppertunity of Continuing upon the Farme 

another year, but greatly encourages that Sett of people whose View it is to distress the 

Hospitall in all their Affairs.  We therefore earnestly begg the Directors will consider 

how much their Interest Suffers by these delays.  & we begg to assure them that no 

Stone shall be left unturned to Support their Interest by     Sr  Yours etc 

       Walton & Boag 
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3 Aug 1737 John Maule to William Corbett 

 

      A Copy of a Letter from Mr Maule to Wm Corbett Esqr 

    

                                                                                 Royal Hospitall Greenwch 3 Augt 1737 

Sir 

 In answer to the Receivers Letter of the 5 July be pleased to acquaint the Board 

that I have Strictly examined & considered as much as in my power the affair in 

Dispute between the Hospitall and the Tennants of the Demiesne Lands of Keswick & 

by comparing the Copys of Miles Wilsons receipts for the Rent of his farme at Loaning 

head, which they say he entered upon at Ladyday 1731, it plainly appears he has paid 

Six years Rent, which must be in full to Ladyday 1737 tho due at Marts 1736; but then I 

apprehend as he entered on his Farme at Ladyday he enjoy’d the first years Crop & is 

to quitt possession at the Same time to the Succeeding Tennant 

 This appears plainly to me by tracing the Lease of Old Park wch they say was 

produced to them; John Fisher for some of his predecessrs take a Lease of this farme for 

21 years from Ladyday 1711 by which they became bound to pay one half years Rent at 

Pentecost next following & the other half year at Marts after so that at Marts 1711 the 

first years Rent was due tho according to the Custome of Payg Rents was Seldom 

demanded till Ladyday.  Fisher held his farme till Ladyday 1736 & by what I can find 

has paid 25 years Rent from Ladyday 1711 to Ladyday 1736 the the last ½ year became 

due by his Lease at Marts 1737 & upon paymt thereof by reason of some hardships 

complaind of in his Letter to the board of the 10 Janry he gives notice that he is to quitt 

his farme & the Receivrs advised the board the 24 Janry 1735/6 that they had lett the 

farme to Lanct Penny, who I suppose entered in full possession of it at Ladyday 1736 & 

<...> engaged to pay the Rent at the Same terms his predecessor had which he had 

usually complyed with hitherto; & the Tennants of this Manner have paid in many half 

years Rents as the Tennants of any other part of the Estate have, the only Difference 

that appears to me is that the Tennants of Keswick enter in full possession & enjoy all 

the profit of their farms from Ladyday & for that reason are bound to pay a whole 

years Rent at Martinmass following, whereas in other parts of the Estate the Tennant 

entering at Mayday is not in full possession till the Waygoing [struck out: ‘Crops’] 

Tennts has cutt down his Crop which Seldom happens before Michs & therefore the 

first years Rent is not due till Mayday  if this be the Case (as I apprehend it is) the 

dispute may <only> be determined by the Receivers answer to this one question : Did 

John Fisher enjoy the Crop of the year 1736 or did Lanct Penny enjoy it.  If John Fisher 

enjoyd it he owes half a years Rent to the Hospitall having reapd the benefit of the 

farme 6 months after Ladyday, but if Lanct Penny enjoyed that Crop Fisher is acquitted 

having paid the half years Rent due at Marts 1735 & Penny became Dr for that half 

years Rent due at Pentecost following which by the Recers Cash Accot he paid in 

October last & that due Marts 1736 he paid in April last.  In examining the Last Accot 

for June I find the charge for unavoidable Repaires in Meldon Park and Hartburn 

Grainge £29. 4s. 81/2 d which I doe not find any order of Board for, & I think cannot be 
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comprehended in the Liberty allowed them by the Minute of the 9 Feb last, to Cause 

such repairs to be done from time to time as cannot be delayed till they receive 

particular orders from the board provided the Charge of such repaires do not exceed 

£10 its true these Repaires are on 3 Tenemts but I believe all in the occupation of the 

same Tennant & as it appears by the accot were a Month in hand, during which time I 

humbly think they should have advised the Board thereof & reced their directions 

 I beg you will also represent to the Board that among the Charity Boys there are 

some Boys who are now quallifyd to be bound out, tho they have not been three years 

in the School and Severall who might be quallifyd much sooner than that time if the 

board should think proper to give directions to Mr Weston their Schoolmaster, to 

advance such Boys as are capable in learning the necessary Rules prescribed by the 

Instructions and to acquaint the board when Such Boys are so quallifyd that they may 

be bound out tho they have not been three years in the School which woud very much 

extend the Charity, which is humbly Submittd to the Board by Sir  Your most humble 

Servt 

       Jo Maule 

 

 

7 Aug 1737 Nicholas Walton to James Hunter 

 

To James Hunter Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  Augt 7th 1737 

 

Sr 

 Your favour of the 23 July last woud have been answered Sooner: had we not 

been both abroad when it came to this place & Since engaged in business that we no 

way coud avoid. 

 By our appointment as Receivers, we never apprehend any Expence of Fees (in 

passing our Accots) to be upon us, & it was our Intentions to Charge what you 

mention, as fees, at passing the last years Accot, upon the Hospitall, & unless we are by 

your good advice persuaded that we shoud not, we determine to doe so,  You will be 

pleased in what way soever it is (if you think fitt) to draw upon us for the Charge; or 

give us notice & it shall be remitted you 

 We are exceedingly obliged to you for your last favour, as we shall be for your 

further advice in this Affair, & in the meantime we are    Sir   Yours etc    Walton & 

Boag 

 

PS From what Accot Mr Boag had at London, he understood that the Expence of 

passing all the Hospitalls Accots in the Ececheqr were a Charge upon themselves 

 

 

14 Aug 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  Augt 14th 1737 
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Sir 

 We reced yours with the Boards Minutes of the 3d Inst which we duly observe; 

and the Board may depend upon our utmost care & frugality in excuting their 

commands. 

 The necessary Repaires amounting to £1160. 8. 2 we are putting in Execution & 

we beg leave to observe that the Board have given no Orders for doing anything at 

Newlands & Whittenstall which is in great necessity.  In ours of the 20th Ulto we 

mentioned those Repaires & hoped that the Board would have given their Orders 

therein as we were in doubt whether they intended that we Shou’d proceed therein 

upon the Order of the Generall Court of the 26 Jany last.  If therefore they expect that 

we Should proceed upon that Order, we Should be Glad of their pleasure therein. 

 We have Mr Maules Letter before us and in relation to the Keswick Rts we 

observe his Just Remarks upon it, & think the Question he has putt does not decide the 

Dispute for it is without all manner of Dispute certain that Such of the Tennants as 

have paid their last Rents have pd all Rents due from them to the late Mr Radcliffs 

Heirs, the Treasury & the Hospitall.  We cannot possibly Say Whether Lancet Penny 

enjoyed the full Crop or total produce of the Farme he Entered upon at Ladyday 1736 

or whether John Fisher enjoyed a part, but be that as it will it does not Seem to make 

any difference for it is a Custom & a very Just one here that where a Tennant enters 

upon a Farm having a Crop at his Entrance he has no right to a Crop when he leaves it.  

& on the Contrary where he enters upon no Crop he has a right to one at the 

Determination of his Farme so that whether Lancelot Penny entered upon a Crop or not 

he is obliged to pay his Rent from Ladyday 1736 to 1737. 

 The Case Seems to be this, That the Derwentwater Estate being on the Death of 

the late Mr Radcliff forfeited to the Government all Rents thereof became due to the 

Treasury etc from Martinmas 1731 which to Ladyday last is 51/2 Years.  Now upon 

examining Miles Wilsons Receipts you will find that he entering upon his Farme at 

Ladyday 1731 pays 6 Years Rent to last Ladyday which is all that is realy due from him, 

5 whereof has been paid to the Receivers & one to the late Mr Radcliffs Heirs, where as 

we apprehend only half a year should have been paid to the said Heirs.  The Question 

then Seems to be Was the halfe Years Rent ending at Ladyday 1732 & due the Marts 

1731 preceeding by the Tenure of the Lease of Old Park due to the Treasury or Mr 

Radcliffs Heirs, he dying in December 1731.  If it is due to the latter then the Treasury 

and the Hospital together receive out of that Estate from the time of the Forfeiture only 

5 Years rent to Ladyday last whereas in all other parts of the Estate they receive 51/2 

Years Rent to last Ladyday. 

 As to the £29. 4s. 83/4d laid out in Repaires at Meldon park & Hartburn Grange 

it is true it Exceeds the Boards Order had it been laid out on one Tenement, but as it 

was laid out on three which are occupied by more than 3 Tennants we apprehend it to 

be within what the Board were pleased to Command & hope they will think so and 

approve thereof. 
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 Inclosed is our Cash Accot on which remains a Ballance of £75. 8s. 4d in our 

favour.  The Accot of Wood and Bark Sold out of the Weedings this Season will Come 

in our next 

                                              we are Sir Yours etc                Walton & Boag 

 

 

14 Aug 1737 Nicholas Walton to George Birkett 

 

[Note: Forename of recipient not given but possibly the George Birkett named as 

recipient of a letter to Cockermouth as a trustee of Thornthwaite manor estates] 

 

To Mr Birkett      Ravensworth Castle  August 14th 1737 

 

Sir 

 We reced yours of the 16 June last, which would have been answered Sooner but 

that we were prevented by Busyness of Conquence. 

[In the margin:]  Sent Mr Simpson a Copy of this the 25th May 1740 

 As to what You Seem to Charge Mr Pearson with, we are Strangers in it and 

more Particularly so as it was at a time when we were no way concerned.  At the time 

of the Commission of Enquiry it would have been proper to have laid these (if they are 

fact) Charges against him and had they been so and made, appear to have been fact we 

don’t apprehend he would have been continued in the Hospitals Service.  We have a 

better Opinion of him than to believe him guilty of any Injustice & till it appears 

otherwise we must Support him in executing what he is Commanded to do. 

 We are not yet Informed that you have any right to Cutt Wood & if you do it 

without our Consent it may be of ill Consequence, therefore to prevent any further 

Inconvenience it will by no means be prudent to doe anything of that kind.  We are farr 

from hindering You or anybody from having all the Priviledges You have right to, but 

till those things appear to be your right You will excuse us in doing what we believe to 

be Justice to the Hospital & we are 

Sir Yours etc Walton & Boag 

 

 

23 Aug 1737 Nicholas Walton to John Stephenson 

 

[Note: Enclosing a letter from the Hospital Board requesting Monthly Accounts] 

                                                              

Ravth Castle  August 23d 1737 

Mr Stephenson 

 Inclosed I send you the Boards Minutes at Salters Hall the 3rd August Inst which 

relate to you, & which you will I doubt not Observe as farr as you have it in your 

power, but I doe not see how you Can once a Month give any Accot  It woud do well I 
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think when you replie if you desire they will give you Leave to doe it once a quarter,  

But this I only mention to you, as if you can doe it Monthly pray lett it be done so. 

 I have this day wrote to Abraham Watson about the Dues of Blagill a Coppy 

whereof you have on the other Side, in which you will Observe that you, as the 

Hospitalls Moor Master shall Judge whether the dues be Merchantable or not, & pray 

unless they are so do not receive em  I am Dear Sir    Yours etc 

N Walton 

 

 

[Enclosed letter] 

To Mr Stephenson Moor Mastr 

 

At a Meeting of the Directors of Greenwich Hospital at Salters Hall the 3d August 1737 

 

Mr Stephenson the Moor Masters Letter of the 16 of July was read; Setting forth the 

method observed from time to time to Secure the Dues of Lead Oar to the Lord for 

these 30 years;  Ordered that he Continues the same Method till further Orders. 

 Ordered that the Moor Master do transmitt to the Board Monthly Accots of the 

Bings of Oare that are raised in the Severall Lead Mines, and what the weight of a Bing 

is in that Country. 

In the absence of the Secretary 

          Signd    Richd Horne 

 

A True Copy Nichos Walton 

 

 

13 Sep 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  Septr 13th 1737 

 

Sir 

 Inclosed I Send You our Cash Accot for the Month of Augt last on which is a 

Ballance of £29.-.6d in our favour: 

 There has been Sold by Mr Johnson one of our Bayliffs out of the Weedings of 

Woods under his care this Season, on Notes dated as follows 

 

Payble at Michs next 15th May last on Note from  

Francis Marshall & Robt Watson for 280 Yards of  

Bark Sold out of the Shaw wood at Newton Hall        £46 

 

Payble at Ladyday next 10th July last on Note from  

Wm Richley for Weeding of Wood out of Shaw Wood           5 
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Payble at Michs next 10 July last on Note from Do 

[Wm Richley] for 110 Yards of Bark Sold from  

Rawgreen and Thornbrough                                 13 15 

 

Payble at Ladyday next 25 July last on Note from Wm  

Dixon & Robt Bell for Weeding of Wood at RawGreen 

Reced £3.15.10                                               5  7  6 

                                                Total    £70  2  6 

 

 Mr Buntings Accot of what has been under his care will come in our next. 

 The Persons who claim Tarret Burn Lead Mine have continued to throw the 

metal in to the mine as fast as Colll Liddell’s Miners threw it out, so that we have 

discharged the Miners from proceeding till further order, as it was creating an Expence; 

I hope the Directors will approve thereof & give Orders that Something may be done to 

Support their Rights. We have not Yet been able to find out by what power it was that 

Alderman Ramsay wrot that Mine but we are endeavouring to be Informed. 

 You will observe Sir that the Boring at Scremerston is finished, so that we are 

ready to proceed in the winning, so Soon as the Board Signify to us their Pleasure 

therein.  But we think the Lease of the Colliery should be executed before we go into 

the Expence of Making the Winning. 

 This being the Time of the Year for Sale of the Deer at Dilston we have 

endevoured to dispose of them but to no purpose, nay on the Contrary some 

neighbouring Gentlemen tell us we have no right to them as they are Outlyers & that 

they have a right to hunt and kill where they please provided they are roused without 

our Liberty.  This particularly been done by Mr Fenwick of Bywell whose Servants 

have killed Severall within 10 or 14 days last past and tho’ we have discharged them, 

they will not desist.  This I thought proper to lay before the Board, that they may give 

Such Orders therein as they Judge proper. 

       I am Sir  Yours etc Nichos Walton 

 

 

2 Oct 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  Octor 2d 1737 

 

Sir 

 We reced yours with the Boards Minutes of the 14th & 17th of last Month in 

Answer to which we are under no Covenants with any Tenants in the Derwentwater 

Estate for building or Repairing Housing, further than this.  That all Tenants to whom 

farmes were Confirmed to Comence at last Mayday made their proposals particularly 

mentioning that they had expected their Housing put into Tenantable Repaire.  The 

Housing on Newlands and Whittonstall are in so badd repaire that unless something is 

done  most of the Tenants cannot Subsist even this nixt Winter but with great difficulty, 
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tho as the Season is So farr Spent they must dispence in the best Manner they can till 

Next year. 

 There has been Sold by Mr Bunting Bayliff out of the Weedings of Woods etc 

under his care as followeth Vizt 

 

Payble at Mayday 1738 To Wilkinson Chrisopp 

& Partners 109 Yds of Bark at 4s out of  

Dinnetley Wood, 3 Yds of which given in at  

the Bargain and not to be Reckon’d at 4s      £21  4  - 

 

Payble at Do Time To Ditto [WC] 30Yds of  

Bark at 3s out of Do Woods                          4 10  - 

 

Payble at Do Time To Ditto 119 Do of Do at  

4s (3 yards given in at the bargain and not  

to be reckoned) out of Harsondale Woods         23   4  -      £48 18  – 

Payble at Do Time To William Fenwick 49 Yds  

of Do at 3/6 out of Capons Cleugh Wood          £8 11  6 

Payble at Do Time To Do [WF] 51 Do of Do Oak  

3/3 out of High Wood                                8   5  9      £16 17  3 

Payble at Do Time To Chrisr Bell 12 Do of Do  

at 2/6 out of Do [High Wood]                      £1 10  - 

Payble at Do Time To Do a Small parcell  

by Lump                                               1   1  -         £2 11  - 

                                                  Totall       £68   6  3 

 

                      We are Sir Your most Obedt Servts 

                                                             Nichos Walton    Hugh Boag 

 

 

4 Oct 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To William Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  Octor 4th 1737 

 

Sir 

 We reced yours with the Boards Minutes of the 28th Ulto which we duly 

observe. 

 The late Alderman Ramsey who wrought Tarrettburn Lead mine in partnership 

with Alderman Morton both of Newcastle has been Dead many Years, the former 

whereof was Succeeded by his Son, who was also an Alderman in Newcastle, the 

papers of both which after the Death of the latter came into the hands of William 

Colesworth of Gateshead Park Esqr & afterwards into the hands of Henry Ellison now 

of Gateshead Park Esqr   Mr Alderman Morton has been also long Dead & his Estate & 
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papers descended to one Mr Robt Durham in whose hands these papers now are.  We 

have made Enquiry of both Mr Ellison & Mr Durham who have both Searched their 

Papers and Accots, and cannot find any thing relating the said Mine.  The State of this 

Enquiry might have been Sent by us Sooner, tho it is verry lately wee gott it finished as 

we were obliged to take it from the Gentlemen who did us the favour to make Search 

in Such Manner as was agreeable to them selves, & the Board may be Assured we have 

not been dilatory in it, tho the Information we have gott is of no real use and upon that 

Accot it was that we did not think it proper to trouble the Board with what Steps we 

had taken in that Affair, Still hopeing to discover something in some other way, and we 

now have some information in View from Mr Blackett Agents, being Informed that the 

Lead Mine Tarrettburn was wrought before Alderman Ramsey by Mr Blacketts family, 

but this we must wait for till Such time as they are pleased to give it us.  Upon the 

whole we do assure you we have not been negligent in this Affair, and the Board may 

be assured nothing in our power shall be awanting to make all the enquiry and 

discovery we can, and as Soon as we can find any thing out they Shall be immediately 

acquainted therewth 

 We have wrote to the Tennants of Scremmerston Colliery, to know what 

Advance Rent they will give in Case they win the Colliery themselves & as Soon as we 

have their Answer the Board Shall be acquainted with it, & also have our Computation 

of the Expence. 

 We cannot Sell the Deer belonging to Dilston Park upon any Terms as the 

neighbouring Gentlemen take the Liberty of Hunting & killing them within the Park at 

their pleasure. 

 We have Sent to Mr Stephenson the minute relating to him & are Sr Yours etc 

              Nichos Walton 

Hugh Boag 

 

PS  We are Setting out upon a Collection of the Mayday Rents and it will be about a 

Month before it; and holding the Courts be finished 

 

 

14 Oct 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Radley 

 

To Mr Wm Radley     Ravensworth Castle  Octor 14 1737 

 

Sir 

 We were abroad when yours of the 20 Septemr last came to Mr Airey’s hand, & 

being Just come home, we take this first Opportunity of Acquainting You, that the 

Farme in the possession of Green & Howden lyes in the Township of Haydon, in the 

parish of Netherwarden, Barony or Lordship of Langley. 

 There will be great Inconveniences attending the Want of the Tennants Leases, 

for which reason we desire You will forward them all possibly You can & are 

      Sir  Yours etc          Walton & Boag 
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14 Oct 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  Octor 14 1737 

 

Sr 

 Inclosed we Send you our Cash Accot for the last month on which their Remains 

a ballance in our favour of £7.14.6 

 We have nothing Material to Lay before the Board Save that Geo Liddell Esqr 

has made his Michs Quarters Pay which Amounts to £1221.10.111/4 of which for 

Raising Oare by bing only £118.16.83/4 there was then Employed at the Mines 263 

Pickmen 43 Labourers & 27 Washers, besides Masons Carpenters Smelters, Peatcasters 

& Oare Carryers which has been Occassionally 60 persons at least             

We are Sr Yor most Obedt Servts 

             Walton & Boag 

 

 

Alston Moore     September the 29th 1737 

A List of Lead mines Wrought by Geo Liddell Esqr and others with the Number of 

hands Employed at Each mine Vizt 

 
  Pick-

men 
Lab-
ourrs 

Wash-
ers 

Thorngill Employed 13 - 3 
Lough Vein Ditto 8 - - 
<Goring gill> Ditto 6 - - 
Blagill Ditto 30 5 3 
Cock lake Ditto 4 - - 
Nentsberryhagg Ditto 6 - 1 
Brownley hill Ditto 4 - - 
Nenthead Low Level Proceeding to <Shaw> 

Redgroves & Rampgill 
10 10 - 

Redgroves at Nenthead A Top Level Carrying to that 
mine 

4 1 8 

Fairhill East of Nent Employed 4 - - 
Fairhill West of Nent Ditto 6 - 1 
Rampgill Ditto 4 - - 
Carrs & Cowsletts Ditto 23 - 1 
Long Cleugh Ditto 4 - - 
Middle Cleugh Ditto 4 - - 
Capell Cleugh Ditto 4 - - 
Longholehead East End Ditto 10 - - 
Peatslackhill Ditto 17 8 4 
Brigghill burne Ditto 4 - 5 
Dowgan Vein Ditto 6 - - 
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Nenthead field Ditto 4 - - 
Greengill Ditto 6 3 - 
Gallygill Syke Ditto 12 3 - 
Redgroves at Natteris Ditto 6 2 - 
Fletcheris Ditto 14 - - 
Taylor Syke & Bentyfield Abt Thortergill foot Employ’d 6 - - 
Thortergill Ditto 6 2 - 
Browngill Ditto 12 3 1 
Longholehead West End Ditto 6 4 - 
Windey Brow Ditto 4 - - 
Clergill Meadow Ditto 4 - - 
Dryburne Wash pooles Ditto 4 - - 
Buckstones at 
Thornthwaite 

Ditto 4 - - 

Tarret burne in West 
Manor 

Ditto till putt off 4 - - 

 Total 263 43 27 

 

  The 29th September 1737 

 

We do hereby certifye that the Number of Mines mentioned above are all at Worke or 

proceeding to, by Levells for the Effectuall winning the same, & that besides the 

Number of hands mentioned to be Imployed at each, there has been & now are 

constantly Imployed five Smiths, in building a New Smelting Miln Twenty Seven 

Masons Carprs Labourers etc & in Smelting 2 Smelters, besides near Thirty Persons 

Imployed in casting Peats, Leading & Stacking the Same & in Carrying Oare to the 

Milns as Occasion has required. 

Witness our hands  Nichos Walton  Hugh Boag   Recers 

                                                Jno Stephenson  Moor Maer 

The above is a True Copy 

 

 

                             Alston moor  Septemr 29th 1737 

A List of open and unopen Lead mines in Alston Moor and other parts of the 

Derwentwater Estate not Wrought by Geo Liddell Esqr etc Vizt 

 

Clergill Cleugh           Gillhouse burne 

Coate Clothhill           Birchey bank 

Nentsberry green End      High Birchey bank 

North Vein                 Green Castle 

Middle Vein               Howburne Moss 

Goodamgill Moss           Cashburne 

Broomberry                Corn Ridge 

Hudgill burne             Crossgill head 

Tarrenberry                Green Cragg 
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Dowpot Syke               Gate Castle 

Guttergill                 Middle Syke 

Garrygillburne old grove  Scarr Ends 

Dodberry Dikehead         Lee House 

Hill Close                 Wallop Knott 

Eshgill Side force        Langley Barony Vein in Thorngrafton <End> 

Clergill Cleugh head      Broken Heugh 

Brock Als Rockhill        Thornley Quarry 

Broomberry                Planderheath 

Parkgrove                  Wellgill Inclosure 

Horse Edge                 Cragg Scarrs 2 or 3 Veins 

Sleate Mea                 Dilston Parke 

 

Nichos Walton  Hugh Boag   Recers 

Jno Stephenson  Moor Mar                                       

A Copy 

 

 

17 Oct 1737 Nicholas Walton 

 

Messrs <…..> Goldsmiths     Ravensworth Castle  Octor 17th 1737 

at Temple Barr London 

                                                                                  

Gentn 

 I have Inclosed sent you three Promy Notes for One hundred and Forty pounds 

& my draught on Mr Benja Skatt for Eight Pounds Ten Shillings wch with the 

Allowance you are pleased to make for remittances in full for one years Annunity due 

to the heirs of Peter Chamberlain <abt> Lady daglish you will be pleased to send me a 

proper Recet for it by return of the Post.  The Letter you mention has Miscarry’d or you 

may be assured the Money wd have been Long a goe remitted you but I doe assure you 

tho I now send you it we have no money in our hands belonging the Hospitall  We 

have always a Recet of the Rents abt Mayday so that for the future if you write about 

that time it is the same thing to us to pay you then as it is to doe it at any after time.  I 

am for Mr Boag & Self 

Gentn  Your most Obedt Servts              Nichos Walton 

 

Anth <Boughes> Note to So Gaskin for   £40 

Thos Reginalds     to Jas Huston for      55 

Wm Goodchilds      Nath Colby for         45 

N Waltons bill on B Skatt                     8 10 

                                                 £148 10 
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21 Oct 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  Octr 21 1737 

 

Sir 

 Mr Stephenson Moor Master has Sent me an Accot of the Quantity of Lead Ore 

raised within the Manour of Alston from Xmas last to Michs last, wch I Send You 

Inclosed & you will have it hereafter Quarterly.  There was a Small Quantity of Oare 

raised from Michs to Xmas 1736 wch was not Included in the last years Sale of the Dues 

of wch Mr Stephenson will give an Accot in the next Quarters Accot. 

 Mr Boag is attending the holding of Courts at Newlands, Haydon Bridge & 

Wark & returns to Hexham to morrow, where I am to meet him in order to receive the 

Mayday Rents and Arrears on Monday & Tuesday next, & on Wednesday is to be held 

the Court at Alston, where one or both of us will attend          For Mr Boag & Selfe 

I am Sir  Yours etc       Nichos Walton 

 

 

An Accot of Oare Raised in Alston Moor from Christmas 1736 to Michaelmas 1737  Viz 

 
 Bouse 

Oare 
Cutting 
Oare 

Total 

 B H P B H P B H P 
Brownhill 1   1   2   
Longhole head West End 6      6   
Peatslack hill 121 1     121 1  
Brighilburn    56 3  56 3  
Greengill 8      8   
Nentsberry Haggs 34      34   
Thorngill 28   12 2  40 2  
Lough Vein 5      5   
Nenthead Field    1   1   
Fairhill West of Nent 9  1    9  1 
Do         East of Nent  3      3  
Redgroves at Nenthead    26   26   
Blagill 160 2  13   173 2  
Carrs & Cowslitts 45   3   48   
Fletcheress 6   6   12   

 424 2 1 119 1  543 3 1 

Per John Stephenson Moor Master 

 

 

21 Oct 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Radley 

 

To Mr Radley at Greenwich   Ravensworth Castle  October 21st 1737 
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Sir 

 This Post you will receive from Colll Liddell the Draught of the Lease of the 

Lead Mines in Alston Moore & other parts of the Derwentwater Estate with Such 

Alterations (from Your Draught) as he thinks are proper to be made of which he has 

wrote fully to you this post. 

 I Send you Inclosed a Coppy of one of the old Leases to the Tennants of Lands in 

Alston Moore, granted by Henry Hylton Esqr whereby you will Judge what right the 

Lord has reserved to himself for Working the Mines. 

 I begg You will forward the Land Leases & am Sir    Your most Obedt Servt 

                                                                                                    Nichos Walton 

 

 

21 Oct 1737 Nicholas Walton to Benjamin Skatt 

 

To Mr Ben Skatt     Ravensworth Castle  Octor 21st 1737 

 

Dear Sir 

 Being so often abroad is the occasion of my not getting your Letters immediately 

as they come by post, & of your wanting an immediate answer.  I reced both yours for 

which I thank you with the Recet for Lady Catherine Radcliffs Annunity & Testimonial 

of her being alive, when it become due, which is all right except that of paying Mr 

Hunter half a Guinea for Signing the Testimoniall, which I am afraid you have done 

instead of Mr Strickland who ought to have paid it, & indeed I must desire you wait 

upon him at your Convenience & gett it of him.  You may please to tell him that we 

shall not for the future pay it without their producing proper Testimoniall which they 

are not, without the Auditor Sign ‘em.  What expence you have been or shall be at in 

this affair pray charge upon Mr Boag & me 

                                                I am Sr Yor etc     N Walton 

 

 

4 Nov 1737 Nicholas Walton to John Wood 

 

To Mr Jno Wood Deputy Treasurer of the  Ravensworth Castle  Novr 4th 1737 

Royal Hospital at Greenwich at the  

Directors Office on Tower Hill  London 

 

Dear Sir                                                                  

 Inclosed I send you Twelve promisary Notes & Bills amounting to One 

Thousend Pounds the particulars of wch are above Mentioned wch I hope will be all 

well paid.  I have made Mr Baker Dr for ‘em on Accot of the Rents of Ld Derwentwater 

Estate & for the Use of Greenwich Hospital                                       I am Dr Sr Yor most 

Humle Servt 
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                                                 Nichol Walton 

 

Please to Acknowledge the Rect  hereof by Return of the Post 

 

Leand Philips Note to Frans Cockerill dated Aug 9th 1737 at 4 Ms    £59  8 

Daniel Mauds Do to Wm Robinson dated Sep 2 1737 at 30 days          £25 12 8 

Thomas Smitter Do to James Huston dated Sep 26 1737 at 60 days      £27 

Philip Pentyers Bill on Owen Somors dated Oct 8 1737 at 30 days     £20 

John Colletts Note to Jno Wilkinson dated Do 11th Do at 40 Do    £100 

Robert Fowlers Do to Robt Hudspeth dated Do 21st Do at 40 days      £64 

Lockwood Brodricks Bill on Samull Price dated Nov 2 Do at 40 Do     £94 

Do                 Do on   Do           dated Nov 2 Do at 40 Do   £100 

Wm Coates          Do on John Coates dated Nov 2 Do at 50 Do     £119 10 

Thos Aireys        Do on Wm Randall dated Novr 9 Do at 40 Do        £20 

Geo Pantounes      Do on Thos Haley Esqr dated Octr 28th 1737          60 

Nichs Waltons      Do on Ben Skatt dated Novr 4th 1737              370  9 4 

                                                                             £1000 

 

 

4 Nov 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To William Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  Novemer 4th 1737 

 

Sir 

 We were Favoured wth Yours of the 28th of October last wth the Boards 

Minutes of the 19th preceding wch we duely Observed & we reced also a letter from 

Mr Snowball wch is sent to him. 

 Inclosed we Send you Mr Stephensons & our Joynt Report of our View of 

Longcleugh Middle Cleugh & Capel cleugh Mines in Answer to the Boards order of the 

19th Ulto which we hope will be to them Satisfactory 

 Upon our last being at Alston-moor there is a Vein appears to have been open, 

which before was deem’d an unopen Mine, It is called Clergil Cleugh and lyes on the 

South Side of a burn called Ale burn wch divides the Countys of Northumberland & 

Cumberland but in a disputed part of the Common  This part of the Common in 

dispute is Claimed by one Richardson of Penrith as part of his Mannor of Ale, All tho’ 

it may be proved by living Witnesses that he has rid a Boundary and left that part out 

& there is not only that reason to be given for its belonging to the Derwentwater Estate 

but some of the Tennts & Freeholders within the Manour of Alston have & doe to this 

day cast Turbary within the disputed ground wch are we think convincing proofs of its 

being the right of the Hospital.  This Sir we desire you will lay before the Board for 

their Consideration, & also that you will acquaint them that their Vein is hopefull & 

may be of a very great Consequence 
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 Since we gave you the last Accot of wh Steps we had taken for making a 

discovery by what power Mr Alderman Ramsey wrougt Tarret Burn Lead mine we 

have been in expectation of being Informed of Something Material from Mr Blacketts 

Agents who we at last find can give us no Information at all.  So that unless some light 

can be had into the Affair by looking into Inquisitions post Mortem or from the Family 

Title Deeds, we doubt it will be in Vain to Attempt a Dispute in Law 

 The Severall presentments at the Courts held in Octor 1726, not being Leveyed, 

has been no Small trouble in the holding the last Courts, & realy is Such an 

encouragemt to all Ill designed men that many of the Tennts are not to be kept from 

Committing Trespass & <that all> the want of the Tennts Leases makes the 

management very Troublesome.  We therefore begg the Directors will give orders to 

their Courtkeepers, that all Lawfull means may be used for Maintaining the rights & 

Jurisdictions of their Courts & we begg the Directors will order all the dispatch that’s 

possible in getting us the Tennts Leases 

 In Obedience to the Boards Orders we have wrote Sevll Letters Letters to Mr 

Hodgshon of Tynehead demanding the paymt of Tythe which he has neglected to pay 

the Hospitals Tennts at Lowbyre in Alston Moor to wch he does not give us any 

answer & to Show his ill-intentions, he has lately put one of his Tennts upon taking by 

Force a Cow from one John Furnace who Legally bougt the Same, after She had been 

Seized for an Action of Debt recovered in Alston Court  Mr Hodgshons Tennt has Since 

disposed of the Cow and being a beggar Furnace has not the Oppertunity of doing 

himself Justice therefore humbly begg the Directors will be Pleased to order him some 

relief in it he is a poor man & would we think be Satisfyed with 25 or 30s in 

Consideration of his loss we have ordered Mr Simpson Courtkeeper to write Mr 

Hodgshon abt his Tythes & to Threaten him wth a prosecution. 

 This day we have Sent Mr Wood Dep Treasurer Bills Value £1000 for the use of 

the Hospital & are Sir                                   Your most Obedt Hume Serts 

                                                                                   Walton & Boag 

 

 

[Enclosed Report] 

Inclosed 4th Novr 1737 William Corbett Esqr 

 

 We whose names are hereunto Subscribed haveing duely Consider’d the Boards 

Order of the 19th of October Inst relating to hushing Longcleugh, Middlecleugh & 

Capelcleugh Mines in the Manner of Alston Moor & having Particularly Viewed & 

Inspected the Situation thereof, we find the same to be distant from any of the present 

working Shafts, or Levells proceeding to any mines at least halfe a Mile; & from any of 

the Inclosed Lands about a mile, lying at Nenthead in the Extream part of the moor.  

That those mines have been wrougt many years agoe & are now ruinous & not likely to 

be wrougt unless in the Winning thereof, they are first proceeded to by hushing, which 

are of Opinion may be done without the least damage, either to mines or Inclosures, 
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nay in all probability may be of great Advantage to the Hospital.  Writing our hands 

the Twenty Seventh day of October 1737 

                                                       Nichs Walton  Recrs 

                                                       Hugh Boag 

                                                       Jno Stephenson  moor maer 

 

 

7 Nov 1737 John Simpson 

 

Sir 

 According to your Orders I wrote to Mr Hodgson about the Tythes the very Day 

I left Alston and this Morning I received this Inclosed from him  If the Hospitall thinks 

it worth their while to Dispute the payment of the Tythes I think It will be most 

Adviseable to get a Release from <Carrick> which will prevent any Contest about the 

Boundarys of the Common before they Comence any Suit agst Mr Hodgson 

                                                       I am Sr Yr hble Servt 

Penrith  Novr 7th 1737                                     Jno Simpson 

 

 

Mr Simpson 

 I know of no contract made with late Lord Derwentwaters Stewards no more 

than I know what right you have to Demand Tyths of me but I write you now as I did 

Mr Aynsley when concerned that I Do expect you Show me some Title Deed writing or 

Colour of right to Demand any Tyths of me for I am Farr from wronging any man 

neither am I easily Persuaded or frightened into a Complyance to pay what I ought not 

neither will I do it. 

 You may know that neither I nor any under whom I Claim ought or can be 

Compelled to be Subject or Answerable to the Court for Myne is an Intire Manner of 

Itself and no part of Alston Moor, and Yet since you have been Concerned you have 

not only Unjustly Determined an Action but issued a promise to Seize a Tenants Goods 

of Myne, I am not nor have been as yet any way Deserving of such Treatment to say no 

worse but I Advise You not to do the like again for no man living ever knew the like 

done in Aldstone Court before 

 I Desire you will give my Service to the Governours and Acquaint them that I 

have in right of Tyne head a very good right as I Apprehend for Cattle throughout the 

whole waste in Aldstone Moor & which was Enjoyed by the poor, and other rights too 

and seeing they make me so <…ly>I know not why I should loose my right neither will 

I which is all from 

                                                                         Your Humble Servt  Hodgson 

Turn over                                                                 3 Novr 1737 

 

If the Governors think themselves Injured they know what they have to do, I 

shall<Defend> my Self 
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 An Order taken out of any of the Law Courts in Westminster Hall might as well 

be granted in Ireland against a <…> who had <this> and <when Opposed>, as the 

<people> which you sent into my <Manner> Care I have much Ado to persuade Myself 

to be Content with this <…> Again. 

 

 

11 Nov 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett    Ravensworth Castle  Novemr 11th 1737 

 

Sir 

 Inclosed I Send You our Cash Accot for the last Month in which there remained 

a Ballance of £802-11-5 in favour of the Hospitall.  We have Since recd upwards of £200 

& on the 4th Inst Sent Mr Wood Bills for £1000 on Accot of the Hospital.  I am for Mr 

Boag & Self 

                                                            Sir Yours etc      N Walton 

 

 

22 Nov 1737 Nicholas Walton to Giles Monk 

 

To Mr Giles Monk    Ravensworth Castle  Novr 22 1737 

 

Sir 

 Last year was made out your Accot of Receipts and Disbursemnts to the 14 

<Novr> in that Year and this we are proposed to Make out our Accot in the same 

Manner but as it seems more regular to end the 31st <December> in every Year we 

thought proper to Acquaint you that If you Approve of <It> we will Apply to the 

Directors to grant us leave to make up our Accounts for this Year to the 21st December 

to this wee desire you’ll give us your Answer by returne of the post and are Dear Sr 

SincerelyYr most Obliged Hble Servts 

      Walton & Boag 

 

 

22 Nov 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett    Ravensworth Castle  Novr 22 1737 

 

Sir 

 We Reced Yours with the Board Minutes of the 16th of Novr Inst to which we 

have a Due regard and in Answer to that part thereof relating the Lead Ore Vein called 

Clargill Cleug Begg leave to have the Boards further Order in what way we Shod 

proceed to preserve and keep possession thereof.  The Vein being an Open one is 

Granted to Geo Liddle Esq and partners and they as Lessees are ready to begin to work 
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which undoubtably is the most proper way of taking and keeping Actuall possession 

but they think It hard upon them to enter into an Expence of Disputing the Hospitalls 

Tythe unless they are Supported In It therefore they hope the Directors will take it into 

Consideration so as they as Lessees may not be Suffered in Case Mr Richardson shd 

prevail in the Dispute and turn them off this & <em> may be of Consequence to the 

Hospittall and in regard to the Very Old Evidences we now need produce (of 80 Years 

of age)  It seems much the Hospitalls Interest to have it Disputed soon as those 

Evidences to the riding a Boundary must in Course Dye in a small time which must <..> 

be a great loss If their Evidence cannot be perpetuated otherwise than by a Dispute in 

Law. 

 As to the right which Mr Hodgsons Tenant had to take away Furnace’s Cow to 

be sure he had none but the pretence is that the Cow was not legally Seized as being in 

the Estate of Mr Hodgson which he Calls a Manner within itself to <Screen> himself for 

the payment to the Hospital  It was an Act of Violence the taking at this Cow but as It 

was by a Person who is now a beggar we Apprehend the Directors will be of Opinion 

that no Prosecution sho’d be brought Against him therefore we have Presumed to 

postpone doing anything therein till we have their further Commands 

 Mr Simpson has at last had a Letter from Mr Hodgson about the payment of 

Tyth which we send you Inclosed with Mr Simpsons Letter which Covered it to us.  

You will observe that Mr Hodgson Reckons his Estate a Manner within itself and 

Consequently not Subject to the Paymt of Tyth, Altho It is very provable that the 

Derwentwater Family always Rec’d Tyth thereof before Mr Hodgson purchased nay 

we believe some time afterwards and It is very easy to prove that Mr Hodgson 

purchased of Mr Stephenson of Croftlands and Mr Whitfield of <Newshield> (who are 

<Propietors of 2/3 of all the Tyths in Alston Moore) their Share of the Tyths of his Estate 

at Tynehead which  now Calles a Manner within itself what we demand as Tyths is 20s 

the Annum for the Hospittals third while You will Observe he refuses to pay and you 

will Observe what he says as to the Seizing the Cow taken from Furnace afterwards 

 Mr <Rippeth> and partners are not willing nay they Absolutely refuse meddling 

with Winning Scremerston Colliery but writes us that they Expect to have the Winning 

Sett forward as soon as possible which when Completed they will perform All 

Covenants on their part and they will punctually pay the Rent they Offered in the 

mean time but hope there will be no Delay in the Winning as there Advance Rent is 

agreed 

We are Sr     Your most Obedt Servts 

Walton and Boag 

 

P.S.   The Character’s <H.P.over> the Lead Ore in the Moore Masters Accot are all for 

Horse Load containinging a Quarter of a bing And P. for poke being half of a horse 

load. Every Bing of Ore contains 4 Horse Load 64 Stone or 8 Cwt each sack <Cwt> 

being a poke of Ore. 
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22 Nov 1737 Nicholas Walton to John Stephenson 

 

To Mr John Stephenson    Ravensworth Castle  Novr 22 1737 

 

Dear Sir 

 I hope this will meet with you Safe at home, where I hope also you found your 

Family well. 

 Inclosed I send you the Minutes of the last Board of Directrs at Greenwich 

Hospitall relateing Hushing and the Vein Called Clergill Cleugh near Ale which I 

Doubt not but you will Observe, but pray do not make Publick any thing about the 

Vein Called Clargill Cleugh till you hear further from Sir                                   Your very 

Hble Servt 

                                                                                             Nichos Walton 

 

 

25 Nov 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  Novr 25 1737 

 

Sir  

      Edward & Matthew Brown & George Thompson who took Langley Castle Farme, 

only for one Year ending at Mayday next at the yearly Rent of £75 & Langley Draw 

Kills being taken by Matthew Brown at £8 for one Year ending at the Same time we are 

to acquaint You that the said Persons have offered for the Same the Rents above 

mentioned on Lease for 21 Years to Commence at Mayday next; And Mark Cook who 

took Dinnetley for one Year at £21 has offered to take the Same for 21 Years at the 

Yearly Rent of £18 Tyth free (being lett for this present year free of Tyth)  These Persons 

desire to know whether the Directors are pleased to accept of them as Tennts at the 

above Rents on Lease for 21 Years wch we desire You will be pleased to lay before 

them for their Consideration.  They Are all very Substantial Tennants                 We are 

Sir 

                                                            Yours etc  Walton & Boag 

 

PS Dinnetly Farm is realy too dear at £21 & we believe not worth more than £18 or £19 

nay we doubt no Person, that is able To pay the Rent, will give more than £18 for it 

 

 

2 Dec 1737 Nicholas Walton to John Wood 

 

[Note: Recipient not stated but presuambly John Wood, the Deputy Treasurer, to 

whom an earlier letter regarding bills was sent on 4th November 1737] 

 

                                                                       Ravensworth Castle  Decemr 2 1737 
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Sir 

 I have the Favour of Yours with with Lord Brodrick for a Bill of <Sam Price> for 

One hundred and thirty four Pounds returned for non Acceptance. since which I have 

Seen a Letter from Price who says he had given that Answer to the person you sent to 

Call upon him, but in the same Letter he Agrees he has money in his hand and 

Promises to pay the Bill however as I Doubt he is a Triffling Man and as I would not 

have you have any trouble with him I have Inclosed Sent you two Bills on him thereof 

which will be punctually paid.  I am sory you have had so much trouble in finding out 

some of the persons whose Notes I sent you and as I cannot give you any Information 

where they are to be found, If you Cannot find them out I must desire you’ll return 

them before due and I will make you a remittance in lieu thereof, for the future what 

Bills we have occasion to Draw you shall not have the trouble of sending into the 

Country for the Treasurer I am with my very humble service To Mr Maul and mr Horn 

Dear Sr     Yrs etc    NW 

 

 

To Geo Blacks Bill on Mr N Walton 2nd Inst   £100 

Do                on C.C.Ingham   2 Do              34 

 

 

14 Dec 1737 John Watson to Nicholas Walton 

 

A Copy of Mr John Watsons Letter to Messrs Walton & Boag in favour of Jas Wilkinson 

 

                                                                       Goswick  Decem 14 1737 

Gentn 

 I Received Yours per James Wilkinson and in Order to Comply therewith have 

gott him to Exhibit the Inclosed Particular of Repairs at and about the Mill at 

Scremerston as he bears the Character of an honest man in the Neighbourhood and the 

said particular is Attached  I take It for granted is right for If otherwise it must of 

necessity be most Apparent to you when upon the Premisses. 

 The Water Mill first being in a ruinous Condition the Tents of Scremerston not 

Grinding with him, and his Wind Mill afterwards blown down when It wod have been 

of greatest use in there late Dry Season when the Mills in the Country wanted water 

have been great Losses and Misfortunes to him.  By Yors I perceive his Balance but 

small but he is unable to pay It being being extreamly Indigent and Derangd both in 

body and Mind through Age all which render his Case a very Compassionate one and 

your good Offices in representing it as such for the Directors Clemency and reasonable 

Allowance for the said Losses will be an Act of Reall Charity 

                     I am Gentlemen Yr very humble Servt                          John Watson 

 

 

A Copy of the Repairs of Scremerston Mill etc by James Wilkinson as follows Vizt 
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1733    

To a New Axeltree with Ironwork Included                 £3 10 - 

To Reparing the Cogg wheel with 2 new Arms                14 - 

To Mending the foot of the Spindle                             2 - 

To Mending the water Wheel falling in two pieces       1 10 - 

To Mending the Water Wheel being broken again           18 - 

To 2 hundred 10d Nailes to the Water Wheel                     1 8 

To repairing Vizt Building a New Barn                            2 10 - 

1734   

To Cleaning the Mill Dam                                             1 10 7 

To Building a Main Dam                                               0 15 3 

To Cleaning 300 Yards of water Course at 6s per 100 Do   18 - 

                                                        £12  9 6 

Patrick Robson  Witness 

John Simerton his mark 

 

 

16 Dec 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  Decer 16 1737 

 

Sir 

 We Reced yours with the Board Minutes of the 7th of Inst wch we duely 

Observe, and we have acquainted George Liddell Esqr and his Partners with the 

Boards Resolutions Relating to Clergill Cleugh Lead Vein. 

 As we apprehend the Board required as particular an Accot as possably of the 

Valuation of the Severall Woods in the Derwentwater Estate we with proper Assistants 

have gone thro the whole which being of So large Extant has been very Tedious and 

Troublesome and has prolonged the time much Longer than we Expected tho we have 

made as much dispatch as possible the particular Valuation is now Coppying & will be 

finished so as we may Send you an Abstract thereof Next week and the particular 

Valuation will come by Next weeks Carrier along with a Rentall of the Estate for the 

year 1737 & Severall other Accots 

 Next post will bring you our Cash Accot to the 14 November last & from that 

time to the 30th the Same & we are Ready to make up the years Accot to the 14 Novr, 

but as it would be more Convenient to us & we hope no way Irregular with Regard to 

the Hospital Accot we Should desire leave to make up the Accot to the 31st Decer Inst 

with which we desire you will acquaint the Board & you will much Oblidge  

                                                       Sr Yor most Obdt Servs                 NW & HB 

 

 

23 Dec 1737 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 
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[Note: Includes various valuations of the Derwentwater estates] 

 

To William Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle  Decer 23d 1737 

 

Sir 

 We would not have been so late in Actioning the Boards Minutes of the 29th 

June last relating the Sale of a part of the Derwentwater Estate, but that the valuing the 

Extensive Woods took up so much time that we could not doe it Sooner, & besides, till 

the boreing at Newlands and Whittonstall was finished we could not give our opinions 

of the Values of that Estate 

 That Boreing was Compleated the 30th November last the particulars whereof 

we Send you Inclosed by which you will there is only two workable Seames of Coale 

and these far from Valuable ones So that there is no hope of that Colliery every letting 

at a higher Rt than it now letts at or at least cannot be advanced for many years and 

Consequently that Estate will be of less Value than we Apprehended. 

 It is most certain that Such Estates <…> most remote from the bulk there of and 

that are least Capabell of Improvemt are the most fitt to be Sold and this Estate at 

Newlands and Whittonstall being at least 8 Miles from Lime will require a very great 

Expence to make any Tollerable Improvement which we Apprehend is a thing the 

Hospital will not think prudent for them to Engage in and Consequently the present 

Rents or that about is All that can be Expected from it.  A purchaser may have other 

Views and Should it be Sold to a Gentlemn Inclined to Improve the Extensive moore 

will be an Inducement to give a better price then its Real worth to the Hospital, besides 

as there is an Improvg wood upon it we realy think it will Sell well. 

 Keswick Als Castleridge Derwentwater & Thornthwaite Manors Lying near 50 

Miles from the bulk of the Estate cannot possably be Improved for which Reason it is 

we humbly think proper to be Sold there is in this Estate Wood worth near £5000 and 

the Tenure being a very odd one Vizt Lands calld Demain Lands, Lands which pay a 

Customary Rt with finds certain, Lands which pay a Customary Rt with fine Arbitary, 

And lands which pay A free Rt & Services.  None of which Customary Rts etc can be 

reced by the present possesors without having one admitt Ld.  We humbly conceive the 

Sale of that above any of the other parts of the Estate most Ellegable. 

 Inclosed is an Accot Shewing what we Compute will be Saved by Selling these 

parts of the Estate & as much wood as will make up Such A Sum as will pay off the 

Incumberances, as is also An Accot of the leasing at Newlands and Whittonstall and an 

Abstract of the Valuation of all the Woods the particulars of all the wood Valuation & 

A Rental of the Estate as lett at Mayday last is Sent This day by Geo Liddell Esqr filled 

up, and we hope they will be with you on the 2d or 3d of Next Month. 

 Inclosed is our Cash Accot Ending the 14th of Novr last & also the 30th of the 

Same when there remained a ballance in our hands of £347.8.5 

                       We are Sr Yor Hble Servts                    W & B 
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An Abstract of the Value of the Woods over the Derwentwater Estates fit for Cutting as 

Valued the Months of August, September, October and November in the Year 1737 

 
Names of 
the 
Manours/ 
Several 
Woods 

Numb
er of 
Oak 

Trees 

Numb
er of 
Ash 

Trees 

Numb
er of 
Birch 
Alder 
Elm & 
Trees 

Value of 
Oak 
wood 
[£ s d] 

Value of 
Ash 
Bark 

Value of 
Oak 

Wood 
and Bark 

Value 
of Ash 
Trees 

Value 
of Birch 

Elm 
Alder 

&c 
Trees 

Total 
Value 

Langlay Barony         
Linburn 1003   £64.3.6 £40.17.

6 
£105.1.- £ £ £105.1.- 

Harson-
dale 

2475 36  312.-.- 155.1.- 467.1.- 2.17.-  469.18.- 

Lees 2111 24 32 106.-.6 66.8.6 172.9.- 2.18.- 1.13.6 177.-.6 
Allerwash 1674 124  119.16.6 67.-.6 186.17.- 12.8.6  199.3.6 
Plankey 474 61  119.3.- 58.9.6 177.12.6 5.19.-  183.11.6 
Esphill 711 30  57.12.- 28.14.- 86.6.- 2.15.-  89.1.- 
Lightbirks 719 36  49.10.6 23.1.- 72.11.6 3.9.6  76.1.- 
Tedcastle 324 8  42.1.6 19.1.- 61.2.6 -.5.6  61.8.- 
DeanRaw 465 44  24.15.- 12.17.- 37.12.- 2.19.6  40.11.6 
Sillywray 448 86  52.11.6 25.7.6 77.19.- 4.14.-  82.13.- 
Lipwood 858 137  57.16.- 34.16.6 92.12.6 23.-.6  115.13.- 
Ratten 
raw 

 57     6.10.6  6.10.6 

Coastley and Appurtenances       
Coastley 877   45.17.- 26.12.6 72.9.6   72.9.6 
Bogg & 
Boathous
e Lane 

405 89  33.11.- 25.15.- 59.6.- 5.19.6  65.5.6 

High 
Wood 

14861   679.10.6 410.16.- 1090.6.6   1090.6.6 

Langhop
e 

1178   63.16 35.16.- 99.12.-   99.12.- 

Dilstone 4024 693 1621 783.16.- 561.-.- 1344.16. 148.16. 67.6.- 1560.18. 
Thorn-
brough 

1560  116 249.18.6 145.7.- 395.5.6  26.5.6 421.11.- 

Meldon  476 266    69.17.6 41.15.- 111.12.6 
Hartburn 
Graing 

20 246  3.2.- 1.-.- 4.2.- 20.10.-  24.12.- 

Castlerigg Derwentwater & Thornthwaite      
Calfe 
Close & 
Stable 
Hill 

869 1269 498 202.13.6 82.1.- 284.14.6 83.5.- 24.9.6 392.9.- 

Deer 
Close etc  

1045 2507 1429 211.2.6 87.18.6 299.1.- 152.8.- 63.15.6 515.4.6 

Waterage 
Bank &c 

1181 1278 116 372.16.- 123.13.
6 

496.10.6 37.8.6 4.10.- 538.9.- 

Castlehe
ad &c 

975 63 110 154.4.6 59.9.6 213.14.- 2.14.6 4.19.- 221.7.6 

Stands 
Hagg 

257  95 300.15.6 95.11.6 396.7.-  1.14.6 398.1.6 

The Two 
Islands 

102  143 92.15.6 24.16.6 117.12.-  38.19.- 156.11.- 

Watsons 
Park &c 
 
 

731  408 142.15.- 44.13.- 157.8.-  10.4.6 167.12.6 
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Names of 
the 
Manours/ 
Several 
Woods 

Numb
er of 
Oak 

Trees 

Numb
er of 
Ash 

Trees 

Numb
er of 
Birch 
Alder 
Elm & 
Trees 

Value of 
Oak 
wood 
[£ s d] 

Value of 
Ash 
Bark 

Value of 
Oak 

Wood 
and Bark 

Value 
of Ash 
Trees 

Value 
of Birch 

Elm 
Alder 

&c 
Trees 

Total 
Value 

Cock-
shott 

313   295.15.- 70.19.6 366.14.6   366.14.6 

Loaning-
head 

1238   1792.16.- 325.18.- 2118.14.
- 

  2118.14.
- 

Langley 
Barony 

         

Linburn 
only for 
Charcoal
e 

       25.-.- 25.-.- 

 40898 7264 4834 £6400.15
.6 

£2653.1
.6 

£9053.1
7.- 

£588.1
6.- 

£310.1
2.- 

£9953.5.
- 

          
Throckley       16.-.-  16.-.- 

Young Wood Improving and not yet fitt for Cutting Viz
t
 Castle Rigg Derwentwater & Thornthwaite 

Keswick      15.-.-   15.-.- 
Langley 
Barony/ 
Several 
Woods 

     788.-.-   788.-.- 

Coastley 
and 
Appur-
tenances 

     568.-.-   568.-.- 

Hexham-
shire 

     340.-.-   340.-.- 

Thorn-
thwaite 

     46.7.-  11.15.- 58.2.- 

Newton 
Hall/ 
Shaw 

     240.-.-   240.-.- 

Whittle      65.-.-   65.-.- 
Newlands 
&c 
Manour 

     985.-.- 10.-.- 20.-.- 1015.-.- 

 40898 7264 4834 £6400.15
.6 

£653.1.
6 

£12101.
4.- 

£614.1
6.- 

£340.7.
- 

£13058.
7.- 

 

We whose Names are hereunto Subscribed do Certifye that the Above is a true 

Valuation According to the best of our Judgments of All the Woods on the 

Derwentwater Estate Amounting in the Whole to thirteen thousand and Fifty Eight 

Pounds Seven Shillings, that such part thereof as is fitt for Cutting Amounts to the Sum 

of Nine Thousand Nine Hundred pounds and Fifty three Pounds Five Shillings the 

Greatest part whereof is at its full Growth and will Suffer by Standing  Witness our 

hands the 20 December 1737 

Wm Ramsey    Ambrose Hopper    Robert Johnson    Edwd Oxley his Mark [E]  Hugh 

Boag     Nichos Walton 

Witnesses  Richard Morrison   James Dewer 
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Memorandm That a true Copy of the Above Valuation Signed by the respective 

persons Above named was Sent to the Board on the  1737 

 

 

An Abstract of the Value of the Woods over the Derwentwater Estates as Valued the 

Months of August, September, October and November in the Year 1737 

 
Names of 
the Several 
Woods 
The following 
are fitt for 
Cutting 

Numb
er of 
Oak 
Trees 

Numb
er of 
Ash 
Trees 

Numb
er of 
Elm 
Birch 
Alder 
&c 
Trees 

Value of 
Oak 
Wood 
[£ s d] 

Value 
of Ash 
Bark 

Value of 
Oak 
Wood 
and 
Bark 

Value 
of Ash 
Trees 

Value 
of Elm 
Birch 
Alder 
&cTree
s 

Total 
Value 

Thorn-
brough 

1560  116 £249.18.
6 

£145.7.- £395.5.6 £ £26.5.6 £421.11.
- 

Dilstone 4024 693 1621 783.16.- 561.-.- 1344.16.
- 

148.16.- 67.6.- 1560.18.
- 

Highwood 
and Boat 
House Lane 

15266 89  713.1.6 436.11.- 1149.12.
6 

5.19.6  1155.12.
- 

Coastley and 
Longhope 

2055   109.13.- 62.8.6 172.1.6   172.1.6 

Langley 
Barony 

11262 643 32 1005.10.- 531.14.- 1537.4.- 67.17.- 1.13.6 1606.14.
6 

Meldon  476 266    69.17.6 41.15.- 111.12.6 

Hartburn 
Grainge 

20 246  3.2.- 1.-.- 4.2.- 20.10.-  24.12.- 

Keswick and 
Appurtenanc
es 

6711 5117 2799 3535.14.
6 

915.1.- 4450.15.
6 

275.16 148.12.- 4875.3.6 

Lynburn in 
Langley 
Barony only 
for 
Charcoals 

       25.-.- 25.-.- 

Total wood 
fitt for 
Cutting 

40898 7264 4834 £6400.15
.6 

£2653.1.
6 

£9053.17
.- 

£588.16
.- 

£310.12
.- 

£9953.5.
- 

Young Wood Improving upon the Estate       

Keswick      15.-.-   15.-.- 

Thornthwaite      46.7.-  11.15.- 58.2.- 

Throckley, 
the Wood an 
Ornament  

      16.-.-  16.-.- 

Several 
Woods in 
Langley 
Barony 

     788.-.-   788.-.- 

Coastley and 
Appur-
tenances 

     568.-.-   568.-.- 

Hexham-
shire Several 
Woods 
 

     340.-.-   340.-.- 
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Names of 
the Several 
Woods 
The following 
are fitt for 
Cutting 

Numb
er of 
Oak 
Trees 

Numb
er of 
Ash 
Trees 

Numb
er of 
Elm 
Birch 
Alder 
&c 
Trees 

Value of 
Oak 
Wood 
[£ s d] 

Value 
of Ash 
Bark 

Value of 
Oak 
Wood 
and 
Bark 

Value 
of Ash 
Trees 

Value 
of Elm 
Birch 
Alder 
&cTree
s 

Total 
Value 

Newton 
Shaw Wood 

     240.-.-   240.-.- 

Whittle 
Estate 

     65.-.-   65.-.- 

Newlands 
Manour 

     985.-.- 10.-.- 20.-.- 1015.-.- 

      £3047.7.
- 

£26.-.- £31.15.- £3105.2.
- 

We whose Names are hereunto Subscribed Do Certifyed that the Above is a true 

Valuation According to the best of our Judgements of All the woods on the 

Derwentwater Estate Amounting in the whole to thirteen thousand & Fifty eight 

Pounds & Seven Shillings.  That such part thereof as is fitt for Cutting Amounts to the 

Sum of Nine thousand Nine hundred and Fifty three Pounds five Shillings, the greater 

part of whereof is at its full Growth and will Suffer by Standing  Witness our hands the 

20th of December 1737 

 

Wm Ramsey    Ambrose Hopper    Robert Johnson    Edwd EO Oxley his Mark    Hugh 

Boag       Nichos Walton 

 

Witnesses Richard Morrison   James Dewer 

 

Memorandm That a true Copy of the Above Valuation was Sent to the Board on the      

23d December 1737 

 

A Coppy of the Above Abstract (The Underwriting & Signing Excepted) Annexed to 

the Affadavit Sent the Board the 10th day of August 1739 
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An Account of the Severall Tryalls made for Coales in the Manours of Newlands and 

Wittonstall from the 19th May 1737 to 30th November 1737 Vizt 

 

The following being in 5 places from Numbers 1 to 5 in the <…> Shew the Depth to 

which Tryalls have been made <to my own> <D……..ing> here each boring being 

<taken> at the Depth where the <preceeding> one was bored to for <strong> expence 

being in all 56 Fathoms 1 Yard 2 Feet and 9 Inches 

 
No  Fath-

oms 
Yrds Ft Inch-

es 
Fath-
oms 

Yrds Feet Inches   

1 First of soyle and Clay  1         
 Soft Ramble   2        
 Coale with water    11       
 Soft Grey Mettle 1          
 <Grey and brown ….. Mettle> 2          
 Grey and Black Mettle  1         
 Foule Coale    9       
 Grey and Black Mettle 1          
 Coale   1 8       
 Coale scared with Grey Mettle    2       
 Coale    6       
 Grey Mettle  1         
 White and Grey Post  1 1        
 Black Mettle    6       
 Coale    6       
 Grey and Black Mettle with Girdles of Water 2 1 1        
 Soft Black Mettle    6       
 Coale -----------------------0:0:0:11           
 Foule Coale ---------------0:0:0:9           
 Coale -----------------------0:0:0:11   2 7       
 Grey Mettle with Girdles or <Cathead> 1 1 1        
 White <and> Grey Post  1 2        
 Grey Mettle   1 6       
 Coale -------------------------0:0:1:4           
 Black Mettle-----------------0:0:0:2           
 Coale -------------------------0:0:2:4   3 10       
 Grey and Blue Mettle with Girdle or Lumps 1 1 2        
 White Post   1 7       
 Grey and Brown Mixt Mettle   1 6       
 White and Grey <Shamey> Post with water 2  1 6       
 Black and Grey Post and Settaway then 

water  
1          

 White and Grey <Shamey> Post  1 1        
 <Black Mettle … with Coale    4       
 Coale   2 8       
 <Grey Mettle with Post Girdle>  1 2        
 Grey Post 1  1        
 Grey Mettle with Girdles or Lumps> 1 1 1        
 Coale   1 6       
 Black and Grey Mettle 1          
 Black Stone   <2>        
 Grey Mettle Stone  1 1        
 Coale   2        
 <In> Grey Mettle Stone   1  27   6   

            
2 First of Brown Soyle   1        
 Of Stoney Clay 1  2        
 Sand and Gravell <with …..> water  1         
 Stoney Clay 1 1         
 Grey Mettle with Grey Post <….> 2 1         
 Grey Mettle Skared with Coale    6       
 Coale   1        
 In Grey Mettle   1 6 6 1     
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3 First with Grey Mettle with Grey Girdles or 

Lumps 
2 1         

 Coale and Grey Mettle   1 6       
 Grey Mettle 1          
 Brown and Grey Post 1          
 Black Mettle    3       
 Grey Mettle Stone 1          
 Black Stone   1 6       
 In Grey Mettle    6 6 0 0 9   

            
4 First of Brown and Grey Mettle 1          
 Grey Mettle Skared with Coale    6       
 Coale   1        
 Grey Mettle  1 2        
 Brown Post 1          
 Black parting Skared with Coale 1   4       
 Black Stone   1 6       
 Black and Grey Mettle Stone 1          
 Grey Mettle   2        
 Coale   1 10       
 In Grey Mettle    7 5   9   

            
5 First of Grey Mettle   2        
 Black Stone   2        
 Grey Mettle  1         
 Coale   1 4       
 Grey Mettle with Post Girdles with water 1 1         
 Coale    10       
 Grey Mettle   1        
 Open Grey and Brown Post 2  2        
 White Post   2        
 Grey Mettle Stone with Mettle Partings 1 1         
 Blue Mettle   1        
 Coale   7 7       
 Grey Mettle with Post Girdles 2 1         
 Black Mettle   1 6       
 Coale   1        
 Grey Mettle   1 6       
 Coal    4       
 Grey Mettle    7       
 Coale    9       
 Grey Mettle    4       
 In Grey Post 1    12   9   

      56 1 2 9   
 First of Soyle and brown Clay   1        
 <Brown Stoney Clay 1          
 White and brown Post with Water   6 6       
 <grey> <mettle> 5  2        
 Coale   2 6       
 Grey Mettle 1  1        
 Grey Post Girdles with water 1  1        
 Grey Mettle 2          
 Black Mettle Skared with Coale    7       
 Coale   2 5       
 In Grey Mettle  1 0 0 10 0 1    

            
 
7 First of Soil and Brown Clay   2        
 Brown and Grey Rambell 1          
 Coale and black Stone   1        
 <Grey …… Mettle> 1  1        
 Coale   1 3       
 Grey Mettle  1 2        
 Grey Post 1          
 Black Mettle    3       
 Coale    6       
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 Grey Mettle with Grey Post Girdles 2  2        
 Black Mettle   1        
 Waste  1         
 Grey Mettle with Post Girdles 2          
 White and Brown Post with Water 1 1         
 Grey Mettle Stone  1         
 Coale   1 2       
 Black Grey Mettle    2       
 Coale   2        
 In Grey Mettle   1        
      12 1  4   

            
 
8 First the Brown Soil   1 6       
 Soft Coale Mixt with Clay   2        
 <Soft Grey and brown …..bell> 1 1         
 <Brown and Grey Post with <…….> 

Partings 
1          

 Strong Grey and brown Post with water 3 1         
 Grey and Black Mettle  1  6       
 Coale   2 2       
 Grey Mettle with Post Girdle 1          
 Brown and Grey Post with water 1 1 1        
 Grey Mettle with Girdles or Lumps 1 1 2        
 Grey Post  1  4       
 Coale   1        
 Foule Coale    4       
 Black Grey Mettle Stone Mixt with <….> 

girdle 
2          

 Black Stone   2        
 Grey Mettle 1          
 Coale   2        
 In Grey Stone   1  16 1  10   

            

The Charge of Boring the preceding Boreholes vizt       
         [£ s d] 
 at 5 67 1 2 6    £16 19 2 
 at 10 14 1 1 4    7 6 8 
 at 15 111 1 1 4    4 17 6 
 at 25 6 1  10    6 5 - 
 at 30 2   6    3 - - 

  96  1 11    £38 8 4 

      [£ s d]    
 Smith Work     £- 18 -    
 Cutting and Loading <Tagble>     - 10 9    
 Ten Fathoms of Rope     - 8 3    
 Loading Ropes and <Role>     - 10 -    
         2 7 - 

         £40 15 4 
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An Accot of what parts of the Derwentwater Estate is most proper to be Sold to pay off 

the Incumbrances and what will be Saved thereby in One Year Vizt 

 

Estates proper to be Sold and there Computed Value 

 

Keswick Including Wood and Lead Mines we  

Compute will Sell for                         £15000 

 

Newlands and Whittingstall we also Compute  

may Sell for 25 Years purchase after more  

housing is built upon It which as It is now  

Lett Amounts to £11,150 and the wood £1000  

so that the whole may Sell for                  12000 

 

May Sell wood to the balance of £1900 and the  

Remaining part may be Applyd towards repairs  

of the Estate if it is thought proper              1900 00 0 1/2  £28900 

 

Annuall Savings by Paying off the Incumbrances 

There is now paid out of the Profitts of the Estate Annually 

 

Interest on £20000 to lord Peter at 5 pCent      £1000 

Interest on £3000 to Doctor Chamberlands Heirs      150   

Interest on £5900 to Mr Constable at 6 pCent            354              £1504 

 

The Annuall Rents of the Estates to be Sold are 

 

For Keswick and Appurtenances                         £287 15    1/2   

For Newlands and Whittingstall                           446   -  2             733 15  2 1/2 

 

                                             Saved in One Year       £770   4 19 ½ 

 

 

6 Jan 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr.    Ravensworth Castle. Janry 6th.1737/8  

 

Sr 

 We received Yours of the 28th December last with the Boards Minutes of that 

Date, whereby we observe the Board have been pleased to give Orders that our Accot. 

sho’d be made out to the 31st December last, in Obedience to which you may be well 

assured It shall be done to that time as Speedily as possible. 
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 We are Glad the Severall papers we sent came safe to your hands, and hope you 

have received from Colonel Liddell the Rental and particulars of the Valuation of all 

the woods on the Derwntwater estate. 

 We beg leave to represent to you the Case of James Williamson the late Miller of 

Scremerston Mills who stands in Arrear to the Hospital in the late receivers time 

£14:14:0 and since w have been Concernd £25 –0-0 to Mayday last. (The case is this) The 

poor man was farmer of the Mills for many Years, Built a Wind Mill at his own expence 

which not being able to keep in repair was blown down and renderd of no use to him 

and the other Mill having become ruinous and in bad repair he expended in the Years 

173 and 1734 in the repaire thereof £12 - 9 – 6 which sum he begs may be Allowed him 

by the Directors, As to the fact of these repairs being done we have wrote to Mr Watson 

to Attest the same, and had his Answer which we send you Inclosd with the Accot. of 

the particulars of the said £12 : 9 : 6 [see Watson to Walton, 14 Dec 1737] 

 This poor fellow being a Mill Wright by Trade, we have Employd him in the late 

repairs of the Mill and other Repairs at Scremerston and there is Due to him upon that 

Accot. near £22 – 0 – 0  which sum he is Willing to Allow in part of his Debt as he is to 

allow the said £12 – 9 – 6 if the Directors are pleased to Order It to be Accounted in that 

way he is no way Capable of paying the Old Arrear but by Allowing him the Old 

repairs we think the Directors sho’d Comply therewith, but that we Submitt to their 

Direction. 

      We are Sr Yr most Obed. Servts 

      N.W., HB 

 

 

13 Jan 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle. Janry 13/1737/8  

 

      The slow proceedings against Thomas Howden, Gren and others Tenants of haydon 

Town farm is realy such an Inconvenience to the Hospitals Affairs that I cannot help 

(after the Treatment I mett with yesterday) Accquainting you with It and beg It may be 

laid before the Board at their first meeting If you Judge It proper at that time, If not at 

the next Convenient time. 

 That Affair of Green and Howdens being Dropt at the last Assizes by the 

proceedings being Irregular, has hung in suspence over time and no other proceedings 

appeare to be made against them wich Occasions the World to Suspect the Tory party 

to Insinuate that we have no right to prosecute the Law against them, nay the Tenants 

whose Rents have been  Advanced do not stick to say they see no reason for their very 

Advanced Rents when Green and Howden can maintain their pretended right against 

us, this is at present Insinuated and I wish it may not occasion too great trouble , I am 

sure nothing can prevent It but Imediate care being taken to prosecute the Law against 

all persons who Comitt such Offences. 
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 This will Appear to you most Evident by one Instance in one of the old Tenants 

of Allerwash who Absolutely refuses to go off jis Farm, and now tells us that as we 

cannot turn Green and Howden off, he will by the same rule Maintain his right against 

us, and how farr these slow proceedings put people upon Committing will appear to 

you in another Instance – one Simon <Dryden> has an estate Joyning upon Grindon 

Comon  and has ever since we have been Concernd Claimed a right of Graizing his 

cattle thereupon Notwithstanding  it appears that he nor his predisessors ever had any 

rights at all, and we have always Threatened him with a prosecution, if he at any time 

put his cattle upon that Comon which he durst not presume to do, till last week, when 

our bailiff Mr Bunting impounded them and he has since Replevyd them so that we 

shall be obliged to give him Tryall. I have acquainted Mr Airey with this who will take 

proper Stepps about it which I hope the Board will approve of. 

 But to Shew you Further how the Hospital Affairs Suffer by these Slow 

proceedings and how the Creditt of the Directors as well as our Authority Suffers for 

want of Tenants Leases, I beg leave to relate to you hat I mett with Yesterday from one 

Lumley a Freeholder in Corbridge who came to me Solliciting our Concurrance in the 

Inclosing a part of Corbridge North Common, who after I had acquainted that I would 

not presume to agree without my principalls  Concurrance he told me he very plainly 

see we had no right at all to agree to anything, either as to Granting Leases or many 

other Affairs. I believe this part of the Common may be proper enough to be Inclosed, 

and will be an Advantage for the Hospitals Tenants, but before anything is 

recommended of that kind to the Board, for this Consideration I beg leave to Consult 

my partner Mr Boag in it he being now from home. 

 I have remitted to Mr Wood Deputy Treasuer of the Hospitall Bills for accot. at 

the Hospitall value £541-11-0 and next post we hope wee shall send you our Cash 

Accot. for last Month. And in Mr Boags Absence I am for him  

       Sr. Yr most obliged and hble Servt. N.W. 

 

 

13 Jan 1738 Nicholas Walton to James Wood 

 

To Mr James Wood, Deputy Treasurer  Ravensworth Castle. Janry 13 1737/8 

 

Dear Sir 

 I have Inclosed herein Sent you three Bills value Three hundred and Forty One 

pounds Eleven shillings which I have Endorsed to you on accot. of the rents of the 

Darwentwater Estate and for the use of Greewich Hospital, for which I have Debted 

you this Day accordingly. 

 I wish you, Mr Maule, Mr Horne, and all Friends at Greenwich and Broad street 

many happy new Years and am for Mr Boag and Self  Dr Sir Yr most oblig’d hble servt. 

N.W. 
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John Bakers Bill on Mr Shutt dated 31 Ult at 30 Days   £69   0 0  

Wm Radleys Do. on Tenant and Co dated 10 janry at 28 days  172 11 0  

Peter Bernardeaus Do.on peter Flower dated 13 Do.at Usance 300   0 0  

                                                                          £541 11 0 

 

 

21 Jan 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle. Janry 21. 1737 

 

Sir 

 Inclosed we send you our Cash Acct. the 31 December Cash on which is a 

Balance in the Hospitalls favour of £419-0-2 ½  but we sent Mr Wood Bills the 13 Inst to 

the vallue of £541-11-0 so that they are considerably in our Debt as we have reced. very 

little since. 

 We hope the Accot. given the 13 Inst of the Severall abuses in the 

Der[wentwater] Estate came safe to your hands & has been before the Board, & doubt 

not but they will order proper methods to be taken to surpress it, but We beg leave 

further to Observe that Severall Tennants are Tearing out Fresh ground  & will not be 

hindred from it, as they are under no manner of Covenant this Sir we beg may be laid 

before the Board for their Consideration & we are  Sir Yours &c 

       Walton & Boag 

 

 

31 Jan 1738 Nicholas Walton to Thomas Simpson 

 

To Thomas Simpson Att[orney]   Ravensworth Castle. Janry 31 : 1737/8 

 

Sir 

      Wee have a letter from Wm Lee Accquainting us, that you had wrote to him to 

require our Authority from John Furnace to bring an Action against Carrick which he 

has Accordingly done and in answer Furnace tells him he is ready to give you any 

Authority that is Necessary provided he is kept harmless which to be sure he must be, 

as the Comissioners mean to be at all the expence that shall attend the prosecution. If 

therefore It is proper to bring the action in Furnaces name (as most certain it is) Pray 

give him such an Indemnity as may make him safe as to any expence and this shall be 

an Indemnity to you from Sr Yr most hble Servs 

       NW, HB 

 

PS. Pray be Expeditious in this affair, and let the Fellow be made an Example of, as a 

Tenor to all others  
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31 Jan 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle. 31 January  1737/8  

 

Sr 

      We recd. the Boards Minutes of the 18th Inst & shall duly observe them.  

Inclosed we send you then Acct. of Bricks & Tyles made at Dilston &c the last Year to 

the 31st December 1737 by wch the Directors will see what Profit arises from that 

undertaking, Also we have sent you John Shinn, the undertaker s pticulars Accot.to 

31st Decemb. 1737 that they may see upon what Terms he is Imployed and also what 

balance is due to him. We are Sr  Your very Humb. Servts 

      Nich. Walton  Hugh Boag 

 

 

John Shinn  Brick & Tyle Maker 

His Acct of Bricks and Tyles at Dilston &c the year 1737 

 
DR. 
1736   December 21 For Cash paid him on Accot.  £10 – 0 – 0  
1736/7  January 22 For Cash paid him on Accot.       6 – 0 – 0  
  Febry 12 For Do.         6 – 6 – 0  
  March 15 For Do.       12 – 0 – 0  
  April 11 For Do.       16 – 0 – 0  
  May 23 For Do.       25 – 0 – 0  
  June 21 For Do.       25 – 0 – 0  
  July 25  For Do.       20 – 0 – 0  

Aug 22  For Do.       20 – 0 – 0  
Oct. 31  For Do.       40 – 0 – 0  
Decemb 22 For Do.         6 – 0 – 0  
  _________________________________________ 
       £186 – 6 – 0 
Balance Due to John Shinn 31 December 1737       4 – 17 – 3 
  _________________________________________  

         £191 – 3 – 3  
 
CR. 
By Accot. of Bricks and Tyles made by him viz.- 
210,690  Bricks made at Dilston to the 31st December 1737 @ 7s £73 – 14 – 9 ¾  
  63,324   Tyles made at D0. To 31 December 1737 at 23s per 1000   72 – 16 – 5 ¼  
  50,000   Bricks made at Haydon Bridge to Do. time at 7s    17 – 10 – 0 
  50,000   Bricks made at Newlands to Do. time at Do.     17 – 10 – 0  
_________ 
310,690 Bricks besides the Tyles  
 
By Cash Disburst by him viz.- 
For pairing the Ground and Levelling the Brick and Tyle  

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents


TNA ADM 66/106 Greenwich Hospital Northern Receiver Letters 1737-41 tbc 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dukesfield Smelters and Carriers Project         Dukesfield Documents 

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents          Page  66
  

Yard at Dilston Park       £   6 – 17 – 0 
For Digging foundation for Conduits &c         1 –   1  – 0   
For pairing the Ground at Haydon Bridge and  
Casting a Trench for bringing Water to the brick garth       0 – 17 – 0  
For pairing the Ground &c and Casting a Trench  
For bringing the Water to the Brickgarth at Newlands       0 – 17 – 0  
        ________________£ 9 – 12 – 0  
        __________________________ 
                  £191 – 3 – 3  

By Severall for Bricks and Tyles sold them viz. - 
Bricks Tyles   £ 

3000 4650 Sold Thomas Errington esq. viz Bricks at 10s & Tyles at 
40s per 1000 

 
10 – 16 – 0  

1200  Sold Edwd Winships at Do.           12 – 0  
600 700 Sold Mrs Vernell at Do.    1 – 14 – 0  

 600  Sold Mrs Andrews at Do.    1 –   4  - 0  
300  Sold John Jopling at Do.             3 – 0  
150  Sold Thomas Barron at Do.             1 – 6  

2450 1250 Sold Mr Abraham Bunting at Do.    3 – 14 – 6  
 2650 Sold George Delaval esq. at Do.    5 –   6 – 0  
 3900 Sold Captain Milbank at Do.    7 – 16 – 0  

340  Sold George Tuck at Do.             3 – 4 ¾  
600  Sold Mr Harbottle at Do.             6 – 0  
700  Sold Mr Sopett at Do.            7 – 0  
250  Sold Mr Joseph Bardis at Do.              2 – 6  

 100 Sold William Urwin at Do.              4 – 0  
 1200 Sold John Rewcastle at Do.      2 –   8 – 0  
 22550 Sold Wm Ironsides &c & Jos.Labourn at Do.     45 -   2 – 0  
 1300 Sold John Bickerdike at Do.      2 – 12 – 0  

9590 38900 Sold in all from Dilston   82-  11 – 10 ¾  
 

200  Sold Edwd Ridley from Haydon Bridge              2 – 0  

9790 38900    82-  13 – 10 ¾  
1100  Used in repairs at Coastley at 10s           11 – 0  

110000 10924 Used in Building the Mill and Shades  76 – 16 – 11 ½  
120890 49824   

90000 13500 Resting at Dilston Viz. the Bricks at  
7s and the Tyles at 23 

 
 47 – 00 - 6 

50000  Resting at Newlands at 7s  17 – 10 - 0 
49800  Resting at Haydon Bridge at Do.   17 –   8 - 7 

    
310699 63324  242 – 0 – 11 ¼  
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CR 
 Bricks Tyles   £ 
For 210,690  Made at Dislton to the 31 December 1737 

at 7s per 1000 
 

73 – 14 – 9 ¾  
For  63,324 Made at Do. to the 31 December 1737 at 

23s per 1000 
 

72 – 16 – 5 ¼  
For 50,000  Made at Haydon Bridge to Do. at Do.  17 – 10 – 0  
For  50,000  Made at Newlands to Do. at Do.  17 – 10 – 0  

For  Cash paid John Shinn for levelling the Brick and Tyle Garths and 
for Casting Trenches for bringing water to them 

 
  9 – 12 – 0  

 310,690 63,324 Total made  191 - 3  - 3  
 Profitt by making bricks and Tyles this Year   50 – 17 – 8 ¼  
    242 – 0 – 11 ¼  

 

Ravensworth Castle 31 January 1737/8  This is a true Accot. of what Bricks and Tyles 

has been made, sold , used and was resting the 31 December 1737  Witness our hands – 

Errors excepted NW, HB 

 

 

12 Feb 1738 Nicholas Walton to George Liddell 

 

To George Liddell Esqr     Ravensworth Castle   Febry 12t.1737/8   

 

Hon’ Sir 

 Inclosed we send you Mr Thompsons Acco. of the Quantity of Common and 

Inclosed Lands surveyed for the Com[missione]rs of Greenwich Hospital, and his Debt 

and Credit Accot. with the Com[missione]rs by which there is a Balance of £58 – 4 – 8 

due from the said Com[missione]rs. Inclosed you have also Mr Ellisons Draught of the 

Articles of Agreem’t with Mr Thompson all which we give you the trouble of as he 

desires to wait upon you to inform you wherein he has suffered. 

 By the Agreem’t, You will observe he undertakes to survey the whole of the 

estates (Scremerston Excepted) late belonging to James earl of Derwentwater in the 

Countys of Cumberland and Northumberland, and in Consideration of the extensive 

Comons which was to survey, he agreed to survey the  Inclosed  land at 2 ½ d per Acre. 

 When this article was Drawn we were abroad and on coming home, we found 

an Agreement was made with Mr Thompson, and he was orderd to begin at Alston 

Moore, which being Consented at that time by us to be about Forty thousand Acres, we 

recommended it to the Hospitall not to have it surveyd in regard that it would be a 

very great expense, upon which they ordered that it shoud not be surveyd till further 

order. Mr Thompson upon that began with Dilston and surveyd it, and all the Inclosed 

Lands which together amounts to 21614 Acres and 34 Perches and of commons 14157 

Acres 3 Roods and 37 perches, by which small Quantity of Common Only being 

surveyd he says he is a Looser, for he says he woud not have undertaken the Survey of 
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the Ingrounds for less than 3d per acre had it not been out of a view of profit by the 

extensive Commons, which he says he always expected would be at least 40,000 Acres. 

 Now Sir if Mr Thompson out of a view of having 40,000 acres of common to 

survey accepted of 2 ½ d per acre on 21614 acres and 34 perches of Inground which 

otherwise he woud not have done under 3d per acre and when he comes to the survey 

he finds he has only to survey 14157 acres 3 roods and 37 perches of common, then 

according to that proportion he ought to be paid 2 ½ d per acre for 7650 acres of 

Inclosed Lands and 3d per acre for the remainder being 13964 acres and 34 perches so 

that instead of what he charges it woud stand thus 

 

  7650 acres of Inclosed Land at  2 1/2d p acre             £79 10  9  

13964 acres and 34 perches at  3d                                174 11  0  

14157 acres 3 roods and 37 perches of common at 1 1/2d         88   9  8 1/2  

                              Amounting in the whole to    £342 14  5 1/2 

              and by his accot. you will observe it is       313 12  8  

                                                  Difference       £29   1   9 1/2 

 

This £29 – 1 – 9 ½ putts Mr Thompson upon the same footing as if he had surveyd the 

Inclosed Lands only, at 3d per acre and seems to be according to the agreem’t made 

with him and in case he is allowed that sum he will have no cause of Complaint, but be 

that as it will he will submit it to your Determination and be content with whatever 

you think him deserving of. 

 The Com[issioners] were acquainted that he hoped they woud make him an 

Allowance in Consideration of his not surveying Alston Moore Common, and they 

gave for answer that we were to consider what allowance was proper to make him and 

report our opinion when the maps were Finished and that we coud send his acct but as 

we thought it better to have their thoughts upon it before we communicated ours to the 

Board we will defer sending the accot. till we know what your thoughts upon it are. 

 You will please to observe Mr Thompson is to allow us 10s per thousand for 

valuation of over 1000 acres which we have not charged in the accot. 

      We are Hond. Sr 

      NW, HB   

 

 

12 Feb 1738 Nicholas Walton to John Maule 

 

To Mr Maule      Ravensworth Castle   Febry 12th.1737/8   

 

Dear Sir  

 As the Settling of our Accot. to the 31 Decem. last cannot be attended by either 

of us, it will necessarily follow that a greater trouble will fall upon you in Settling the 

same, as you will be Obliged to attend the Auditor in our steed, which will be a 

troublethat we cou’d not take the liberty to ask you to take upon you had we not in 
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former instances experienced your friendship and favour. – On that Accot. it is that we 

now desire you will take upon you the Settling the Accot. for us, & for your trouble 

therein shall be ready to make you any reasonable satisfaction we intend making you a 

present of Ten Guineas & besides to pay uyour Clerks for their trouble what ever you 

shall yr self think right. This we thought proper to Communicate to you before we send 

our Accot & beg you will favour us with your answr by return of the post or as soon as 

it is Convenient. – We will endeavour to make the Accot. out in such manner that we 

hope it will be settled without a great deal of trouble & the Vouchers shall be putt into 

Order so as to give as little as possible. – Pray our kind respects to Dr Cockburn & all 

other our friends at Greenwich &c & we are 

      Sir Your very Hble & Obliged Servts 

       Nich. Walton Hugh Boag 

 

PS If you cannot as Clerk of the cheique take upon you to settle this Accot. if you think 

it proper may we not desire your Clerk Mr Willcock to transact the affair. 

 

 

12 Feb 1738 Nicholas Walton to Benjamin Shutt 

 

To Mr Benja Shutt      Ravensworth Castle   Febry 12th.1737/8  

 

Mr Shutt 

 We had a letter from James Hunter Esqr, Audit[o]r of the Accot. for Greenwich 

Hospital last post Accquainting us that he has obtain’d our Quietus & Accot for the 

first year of our Receivership & that they are ready to be delivered to whom we shall 

appoint. 

 We desire you will therefore wait upon him & pay him Eighteen Guineas for the 

Fees is passing the Accot. thro’ the severall Offices & take such a receipt as he thinks fit 

to give & on payment of the money he will deliver you the Quietus &c which pray 

forward to us as by some carefull person  that comes by Land. Mr Isaacson would I 

fancie take the trouble of them if he is not come away you will put them up Carefully 

and seal ‘em Mr Hunter lives at No.3 in Garden Court  Middle Temple London. But 

one thing we desire you will take notice of when you pay the Money & that is whether 

you think him pleas’d with it or not & Communicate to us your thoughts thereon. You 

may draw upon either of us for the Money, at Sight. 

Your favour in doing this job for us will greatly Oblige Sir Your very Hble Servt 

        Nich. Walton Hugh Boag 

 

 

12 Feb 1738 Nicholas Walton to James Hunter 

 

[Note: James Hunter was auditor of the Greenwich Hospital accounts.] 
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To James Hunter Esq.    Ravensworth Castle   Febry 12th.1737/8   

 

Sir 

 We were favourd with yours of the 7th of Febry.Inst last post for which we 

return you our hearty thanks, as well as for the Abstract of our Accot. by which it 

appears there was a Balance due to us of £96.17.10 3/4 , being Eighteen Guineas 

Increased by the Charge of  passing the said Accot.  

 This post we have wrote Mr benja[min] Shutt to waite upon you, & pay you the 

Fees, to whom we desire you will deliver the Quietus & Accot. in Order that he may 

forward it to us. 

 We are near ready with our Accot. for the last Year, which shall be sent Mr 

Corbett as soon as finish’d with the severall Vouchers & hope it will goe thro’ the 

proper hands & Come into yours in due time for the next declaration of Accots. 

 We think our Selves much obliged to you, for your good Offices in Obtaining 

this Quietus &c & hope we shall always act wth that Justice to the Hospital as will 

merit the Continuance of your friendship & we do assure you it shall allways be 

acknowledged with Gratitude & we are 

       Sir Your most Obliged Hbl Servts 

        Nich. Walton Hugh Boag 

 

 

17 Feb 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr     Rav. Castle   17 Febry .1737/8   

 

Sir 

 Inclosed you will receive a [supplement to] our Accot. to the 31 Dec last sent you 

of the 21 jan last in which we had omitted Charging remittance at [ ½  ] P[er]C[ent] on 

£420.8.5 ½  sent the Treas[urer] the 6 Dec 1736 and we also omitted in the sd Accot. a 

payment to James Hunter Esq. for the Charge of passing our Accots thro the severall 

offices for the year 1736 so that the Balance ue from us the 31 Dec last was £398– 0– 2 ½. 

 We have also inclosed you our Cash Accot. for the last Month at the End of 

which is a balance of £131.12.3 ½ in our favour who are  

       Sr Yours &c NW & HB 

 

 

3 Mar 1738 Nicholas Walton to John Maule 

 

[Note: A kitt was a small barrel in which pickled salmon was packed for transport.] 

 

To Mr Jno. Maule      Ravensworth Castle   March 3d.1737/8   

 

Dear Sir 
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 Yours of the 18th came to hand, when Mr Boag was from home, by which 

address it was not opened till last Tuesday Evening , when he came home, & on that 

Accot. could not be answered sooner than this day. 

 We are exceedingly obliged to you, for the Trouble you have taken in 

considering how farr it was proper for you to Engage in Settleing our Accot. and it 

gives us great Pleasure to hear it will be an undertaking agreeable to you as well as Mr 

Hunter; and we doubt not your care in having the Accot. regularly Adjusted with 

Dispatch, for which we will always Sir make due acknowledgements. 

 When the Accot. is ready as it will be then, you shall be acquainted with it, and 

as soon as it is possible to make a Coppy of the Rentall we will send it under Cover to 

Collonell Liddell to save postage; it will be in Separate Sheets which you may Stitch 

together according to the Pages which will be numbered. 

 By the earliest opportunity you shall have a Kitt of Salmon sent from Berwick, 

where it is sooner in Season than it is here and better cured. Our Compliments attend 

you and all Friends & in pticular your whole Family and we are 

       Dr Sr, Yr most obliged Hble Servts 

        Nich. Walton & H.B. 

 

 

10 Mar 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr    Ravensworth Castle   March 10th 1737/8 

 

Sir 

 Upon being at Keswick lately we find Mr Thomas Jefferson has Carryed off his 

Customary Estate in the Manour of Thornthwaite a quantity of Birch and Alder Trees 

which he formerly sold William Moles who has paid him the Money he contracted to 

pay for the sd Birch and Alder Trees and Mr Jefferson has given him an Indemnity for 

his so doeing notwithstanding we apprehend he has no right to Cutt any wood without 

the Livence and Consent of the Lord of the Manour as we particularly represented to 

you in former letters. What we therefore desire is to know whether the directors think 

it proper to suffer this offence, or that they will be pleased to order such methods to be 

taken as the Law Directs to Compell the offender to doe Justice. 

 There is a mill at Keswick and a Dam Cross the River Greta for Conveying water 

to the Sd Mill, which by some late floods is broke down and wants repairing we have 

therefore given orders that it may be repaired with all speed to prevent making the 

breach wider and Consequently doeing much greater Damage which we hope the 

Directors will Approve of. 

 It also appears to us that Anth. Scott the Tenant of Stablehill is in very mean 

circumstances and not able to pay the Rent of the farme, therefore we have admitted 

Joseph Wilson & Joshua Scott, Tenants of the Sd. farme to Enter upon the same at 

ladyday Next and we have admitted John Goave & John Wilson Tenants of heads & 
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Lords Lands for one year Instead of Edwd. Waterson who has declined it both which 

we hope will be approvd of by the Directors, at the present Rents. 

 There has been a Smelting house near Keswick at wch is Lying a Quantity of 

Copper & Lead Ore Slaggs which seem to be of very little value, but may be let so as to 

Raise profit to the Hospital. Mr Thomas Westgarth has proposed to take the same and 

pay a sixth in Lead or Copper of what shall be produced therefrom, which if the 

Directors have no Objection to we will let them on the best Termes we can. 

 Inclosed you have the Accot of Oare raised within the Man[or] of Alston moore 

from Mich last to Christmas last, as it was sent us by Mr Stephenson and you have also 

inclosed an Accot of the whole years produce of Ore within the Sd manor with the 

Dues thereof, and what they Amount to as they were sold Geo:Liddell Esqr & his 

Ptners. 

 The Tenants in all the parts of the Estate are So Uneasey for want of their Leases 

and repairing of their Housing that we are made intolerable uneasy about it, and they 

Absolutly refuse (some of ‘em) to pay the advanced Rents till they have both. Mr Reed 

of Chipchase who is the farmer of Buteland and who is a Gentleman of the best Intrest 

in Elections in the County of Northumberland has wrote us that he cannot subsist with 

his under Tenants without [having] his Housing done against Next Mayday, that he 

has proposd to undertake the buildings himselfe in as Reasonable a way as any other 

person and that without his Housing is done so as to be ready for him against Mayday 

he will not pay the advance Rent. This we thought proper particulalrly to lay before 

you and desire that wee may have a speedy orders as is  possable for the doeing Mr 

Reeds housing as well as all the others where Necessarry . We have a Rece[ip]t at 

Hexham on Monday & Tuesday the 20th & 21st Inst when Mr Reed is to be with us and 

it would be very well if we had full orders as to his buildings against that time, and if it 

could be done it wou’d be also well that we had directions in the Whole, as the time of 

the year is comming on to make preperations for the same. 

 In answer to yours about the Expence of Fewell &c for making bricks and Tyles 

at Dilston there is no charge of Fewell or any other thing Necessary for making bricks 

or Tyles but what is paid by John Skinn the undertaker who covenants with us to make 

bricks at 7s per thousand and Tyles at 23s per Thousand, he to find all materials, Fewell 

&c, but this agreemt is only from One year to Another. Inclos’d is our Cash Acct for last 

Month on which Remaines a balance of £54:14:5 ¼ in our favour who are  

       Sr Your most Humble Srvts  

Walton & Boag. 
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An Acct of Lead ore raised at Several Mines in Alston Moor betw Chritsmas 1736 and 

Christmas 1737 and the Dues thereof also old dues resting at Carrs at Christmas 1736 

 
 Bouse Oare Dues Cutting 

Oare 
Dues Total 

 B H P B Ston B H P B Ston B H P 
Thorngill  31 3    19 1    51   

Lough Vein  6          6   

Nentsberry Haggs  36          36   

Redgroves at Nenthead  2     54     56   

Brighilburn Greengill      72     72   

Longhole head West End 6 2 1     1   6 3  

Brown Gill 2 2    1     3 2  

Green Gill 8     2     10   

Thortergill  2          2  

Redgroves at Natress   2          2  

Parkgrove        2     2  

Fletcheress  8     6     14   

Carrs & Cowslitts 70     5     75   

Blagill 185 3    13     198 3  

Nenthead Field      1     1   

Fairhill West of Nent 9  1        9  1 

Fairhill East of Nent  3          3  

 367 2  73 32 173 3 1 34 48 541 1 1 

Peatslack hill 145   48 21 4   1 21 149   

Old dues lying at Carrs at 
Christmas 1736 Delivered 
Geo: Liddell Esq and 
ptners in 1737    

5 50 

        

 512 2  127 39 177 3 1 36 5 690 1 1 

Geo: Liddell Esq and 
ptners [£ s d] 

  

   

  

   

For 127 Bing & 39 stone 
of Bouse Ore at 46[s] 293 10  

  

   

  

   

For 36 Do and 5 stone of 
Cutting Ore at 41s 73 19 2 

  

   

  

   

For a Guinea and half 
agreed to be paid over 
and above 1 11 6 

  

   

  

   

 369  8           

 

Sent the Board 10th March 1737/8 

 

  

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents


TNA ADM 66/106 Greenwich Hospital Northern Receiver Letters 1737-41 tbc 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dukesfield Smelters and Carriers Project         Dukesfield Documents 

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents          Page  74
  

12 Mar 1738 Hugh Boag to John Maule 

 

To Mr John Maule     Ravensworth Castle   12th March 1737/8 

 

Dear Sr 

 By this days Post is Inclosed for you, under 2 Covers , Directed for George 

Liddell Esq (to save Postage) a Copy of the Rentals of the Derwent[water] Estate [sent]  

the Board in December last, as Mr Walton & I promised you in our last. 

 I hope they will come safe to your hand you may either please to call for them, 

at his House in King Street Covent Garden or send some person for them. 

 Your Kitt of Salmond is ordered & I hope will soon be with you accompanied 

with one to our good friend the Doctor to whom pray our Compliments, & to  Mrs 

Maule  I am for Mr Walton & self Dr Sr Yo’r very Humb. Serv   

      Hugh Boag 

 

The acct with the Acquittances we will be oblidged to send by the Carryers 

 

 

19 Mar 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Lovegrove 

 

To Mr Wm. Lovegrove     Ravensworth Castle   March 19. 1737/8 

 

Dear Sir 

 Yesterday we sent by the London Carryer our Vouchers to our Derwentwater 

Accot to the 31 December last in a Small Box Directed for George Liddell esqr. The 

Carryers name is Fryer Todd & he will be at the White Horse without Cripplegate on 

Saturday the 1 of next Month – Tho this letter is directed for the Col[one]l it is intended 

to be opend by you & is Committed to your Care, & w[ha]t Expence Accrues upon it 

pray Charge upon us; It shall be thankfully repayd you, but we have further to desire 

you will Add to the severall bundles the Inclosed Accots as they are numberd, which 

will Compleat the whole Vouchers, and upon Mr Maul giving you notice, we desire 

you will Ask the Col[one]ls leave to go down to Greenwich to Call them over, & after 

they are so called we desire you’ll ask Mr Maul as from yourself a Rece[ip]t 

acknowledging to have rece[ive]d the severall vouchers for all the payments charged as 

made by us from 14 Nov 1736 to 31 Decem last. This we have not thought proper to 

name to Mr Maule  but thought it better to leave it to you to get done. The delivering 

up our Vouchers is a matter of great Consequence to us so that we doubt not but you 

will secure us by a proper Voucher. We hope you will putt it in our power to returne 

the favour we have from you and are  Dr Sr 

      Yours &c Walton & Boag 

 

PS Pray call upon Mr Shutt for a <…> for Eighteen Guineas per the Auditor for passing 

our last Accots wch you must deliver wth the rest. 
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19 Mar 1738 Nicholas Walton to John King 

 

[Note: John King, a Keswick lawyer, was Court Keeper for the Hospital’s manors of 

Keswick and Thornthwaite in Cumberland.] 

 

To Mr Jno King      Ravensworth Castle   19 March . 1737/8 

 

Sir 

 We reced. yours of the 13 Inst & are sorry that the Tennants are so obstinate & 

will not pay. You had positive orders to sue John Thwaite Anth Scott & Thomas 

Jackson with out any delay & Lanc Penny was to be threatened, & to have a fortnight 

spareance or more, & if he will pay you in a reasonable time we desire he may be 

forbore, but as for the rest Lett the process goe on against them till they pay their 

Arrears & costs, we have wrote to Mr Pearson about them. 

 We are to be at Hexham on Monday & Tuesday first Collecting the Rents but we 

are afraid this will not reach you so as we can see you at that place. We are Sir Yours 

&c 

      Walton & Boag 

 

PS I had a Letter from Lanc Penny in answer to his I have given 14 days or 3 weeks 

spareance from 19 inst but no further forbearance.  HB 

 

 

19 Mar 1738 Hugh Boag to Lancelot Penny 

 

To Lanc Penny      Ravensworth Castle   March 19. 1737/8 

 

Mr Penny 

 I reced. yours of the 9 Inst & am sorry that you shoud delay paying your Arrear 

till you are sued I did indeed give Mr King orders to sue you if you did not pay in a 

Fortnights time or give assurance of your paying soon after, none of which I perceive 

you have done which occasions this expence to you. 

 Mr Walton & I have wrote to Mr King to forbear process against you provided 

you pay in a fortnights time or 3 weeks from the date of this but after that Expect no 

further forbearance  If Mr King does anything irregular in his practice it will returne 

upon himselfe but I do not see he has in sueing those he had an Order to sue tho’ I wish 

he had spared you a fortnight longer. 

 As to you and the Towns petitioning against Mr King does not at all Effect us, 

not are we afraid of any Tennants petitioning while we are doing none of you any 

Injustice . I am for Mr Walton & Self 

      Your Hble Srt. Hugh Boag 
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19 Mar 1738 Hugh Boag to Joseph Pearson 

 

To Mr Joseph Pearson in Keswick   Ravensworth Castle   19 March. 1737/8 

 

Mr Pearson, 

 I have had a Letter from Lanc Penny Complaining of the hardships he has from 

King. You know that both you & lanc Penny desired only a Weeks spareance and he 

would pay and indeed of that Mr King writes us that he spared him a fortnight you 

yourselfe putt me upon sueing him because his circumstances are bad. 

 We perceive very well that you encourage the Tennants to withhold their Rents 

& despise our authority but we have wrote to Mr King to goe on with the process 

against those that does not pay him. Except lance Penny who we have given 14 days or 

3 weeks spareance to, from this day & if he does not pay in that time to have no more 

favour shewn him , we are sorry & averse to be severe upon any poor man but at the 

same time we must doe our duty & act like faithfull servants to the Hospitall, but 

cannot help saying we have more trouble from your behaviour among the Tennants 

than from any other part of the estate. I am fro Mr Walton & Self 

      Sr Yours &c Hugh Boag 

 

 

19 Mar 1738 Nicholas Walton 

 

To Mr Ben Shutt      Ravensworth Castle   March 19. 1737/8 

 

Dear Sir 

 We were favoured with yours of the 11 inst last post, wherein you are so kind as 

to acquaint us with your having recd. our Quietus from Mr Hunter, wee would be glad 

to have it as soon as you can send it by a safe hand, tho’ unless each opportunity offer 

soon may lett it alone till the Col[one]l comes down, pray acquaint the Collonel that 

you have it & that we have desired you to shew it him if he Chuses it before you send it 

away.  

 You have been of some Expence of postage & to be sure at other Expence 

besides, so pray charge upon us & draw for the whole we maen for that as well as 

[what] you payd Mr Hunter payable at sight upon Either of us. We woud be glad to 

make you any returne for the favours you have done us, if we knew what woud be 

most acceptable, which pray make so free as to name to us & you’ll add to the 

obligations we are already under & we are 

       Dr Sir Yours &c 

        Walton & Boag 
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19 Mar 1738 Nicholas Walton to John Maule 

 

To Mr John Maule      Ravensworth Castle   March 19. 1737/8 

 

Dear Sir 

      Inclosed herewith we send you the Generall Accot. of our Recets & Payments as 

Recets of the Rents Issues & profits of the Derw[entwater] Estate from the 14 Nov 1736 

tto the 31 Dec last by which there then remaind a Balance of £398 – 0 - 2 ½ in favour of 

the Hospitall, agreeable to the Supplimentall Cash Accot. we sent the Board. And upon 

this general Accot. Is shewn the Rents & Arrears to Mart[inmas] 1737 as allso the 

Arrears Standing out in the respective Tennants hands to 31 Dec last for which they 

remain D[ebto]rs. You have allso a  Pticular Accot Inclosed shewing how the severall 

Totalls for Each Estate are made up, in which you will Observe the Arr[ear]s due at 

mart[inma]s 1734 are Included, and some small ommissions in the Rentalls made up bu 

us. And you have likewise the Accot of Arrears due from the respective Tennants the 

31 Dec last , which said two Accots we hope will make Clear to you the first & third 

Collumns in the Debt side of the Accot. the former of which amounting to £12468-3-8 ¾ 

& the latter amounting to £5360-19-6. We have Inclosed to Mr Corbett this day the 

Generall Accot. of which this sent you is an Exact Coppy, with a proper Affidavit 

annexed thereto, swore by us yesterday before Mr Airey who is a Comm[ission]er in 

the Exch[eque]r. This Accot. & Arrears we apprehend will in Course Come before you 

but as it will take up some time in passing the Board we tho[ugh]t it was proper to 

send you a Coppy to save time the postage of which shall be repayd you, After all 

examinations as to Keswick Arrears, we find the Tolls & Shop &c Rents differ from the 

Demesne Lands, that is there is half a years Rent more due from these Tennants than 

from the Tennants of the Demesne lands, & consequently at settling the last Accot. 

there was an omission in the Arrears of the Accot Settled the 14 Nov 1736, in order 

therefore to Clear that up to you, we have Inclosed sent you an Abstract or Rentall 

shewing these omissions, with the Arrears & as they were there stated the growing 

Rents & Arrears seperate  as they stood the 31 Dec last, in Distinct Collumns. This we 

think is all the Explanation we Can give of the Debt Side of the Accot. & as to the 

Credit Side thereof we have made out Pticular Accot. to Shew how each Totall is made 

up & bundled them with the Vouchers belonging thereto & have sent the whole by the 

Carrier to Col. Liddell & unto Mr Lovegrove who will deliver you them as soon as you 

require them. They are all Numbered in Bundles, Conformable to the Accots & will be 

soon Called Over so that Mr Lovegrove will do this, with you or whom you shall 

Order. 

 We leave the whole to your good management & Care, and do not doubt but 

you will give it all reasonable dispatch, & hope that it may be done so as to come before 

the Chancellor of the Exch[eque]r at the next declaration of Accots which we recken 

will b at the rising of this Session of Parliam[en]t. If any thing want further Explanation 

we will be ready to doe it as farr as we are able & hope to hear frequently from you in 

the mean time we are , Dear Sr 
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       Yours &c Walton & Boag 

 

 

19 Mar 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To William Corbett Esqr     Ravensworth Castle   March 19.  1737/8 

 

Sir 

 Inclosed herewith we send you the Generall Accot. of our Rece[ip]ts & payments 

as Rece[ip]ts of Rents Isues & profits of the Der—wr  Estate from the 14 Novr 1736 to 

the 31 Dec. last, by which there then remaind a Balance of £398-0-2 ½  in favour of the 

Hospitall agreeable to the Supplymental Cash Accot. we sent to the Board. And upon 

this general Accot. is Shewn the Rents to Mart[inma]s last, and Arrears to that time as 

allso the Arrears Standing out in the respective Tennants hands the 31 Dec last, for 

which they remain D[ebto]rs. You have allso Inclosed the Pticular Accot of Arrears 

Shewing what is due from each Tennant, which youwill Observe agrees in the Sum 

Totall of every estate with the Generall Accot.  We were Yesterday swore to the Accot. 

before Mr Airey who is a Comm[ission]er in the Exche[que]r & there is a proper 

Affidavit annex’d to the Accot. so that we hope every thing is done by us that we are 

capable of doing , as necessary for passing the same, but if anything is further wanted 

we shall be ready to give the Directors any further Pticulars or satisfaction we are 

Capable of. 

 We are Informed there will be a passing of Accots by the Chanc[ello]r of the 

Exche[que]r at or abt the rising of the present Session of Parliam[ent] so that we desire 

you’ll give the Accot. all the Dispatch at the  Board which is Consistant with their 

dispatch of other busyness, as the having it passed by the Chancellor of the Exche[quer] 

once in every year woud be a great satisfaction to us, & your assistance therein, will 

greatly oblige Sir Yours &c 

       Walton & Boag 

 

 

31 Mar 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr     Ravensworth Castle   March 31. 1738 

 

Sir 

 We were favoured with yours, and in answer you may depend upon having an 

Honest and Experienced borer sent to make Tryalls for Coal in your Estate at 

Westchester when ever we have your orders for it, in the meantime if you can get any 

information, what Prospect here is of Coale, it will be of use & in any thing that we can 

give our advise in be pleased to command us. 

 By next Post we will draw upon you for the two p[ar]cells  of Oates .  
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 In order that no time should be lost in the examination of our Accot. by the 

Clerk of the Cheque, we sent him a Coppy of it, which he writes us he has shewn Mr 

Hunter, who has some objection to the method it is made up in, and he having 

proposed its being made up in another way we desire you’ll postpone laying that we 

sent you before the board. We are also afraid the Directors should take it amiss that we 

should send a coppy to Mr Maul before it came before them, which if they should do, 

we beg you will apologize for us; as we had no other view we do assure you but to 

gain a little dispatch by it. 

 We are glad o hear you are like to get forward with your bill in Parliament, as 

the commissioners will have power given them, that will greatly conduce to the 

benefitt of the Hospitall  & we are 

       Sr your most obligd Hble Servts 

        Nich. Walton Hugh Boag 

 

 

31 Mar 1738 Nicholas Walton to John Maule 

 

To Mr John Maule      Ravensworth Castle   March 31. 1738 

 

Dear Sir  

 We recd. yours of the 25 of March Inst by which we are sorry to find the Accot. 

we made out disapproved of by Mr Hunter, as we are afraid so much time will be 

taken up in the Alteration and sending it down to us, that it will not be got done before 

the first passing of Accots. – we have no Manner of Objection to any method Mr 

Hunter Proposes, as the receipts and payments will be the same in whatever way it is 

done, but we think the Paper we sent you shews the pticulars of the Collum of Rents 

and arrears, shews all thant can be shewn in the Accot. in any Shape; we have however 

no manner of objection to it being done in the Shape proposed or in any other, as we do 

not doubt but you will give it all the Dispatch that’s possible. We wish the board may 

not take it amiss that the Accot. was shewn to Mr Hunter before it came bfore them, but 

we have wrote to Mr Corbett to desire he may apologise for us if there is occasion and 

not to lay the Accot. we sent before them, as it will be altered into another forme. Pray 

our kind respects to Dr Cockburn & to all Friends  & beleive us to be , Dear Sir, 

       Your most oblidged Hble Servts 

        Nich. Walton Hugh Boag 

 

 

31 Mar 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To William Corbett Esqr     Ravensworth Castle   March 31. 1738 

 

Sir  
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 We Recd. yours with the Boards Minutes of the 22d March Inst which we duly 

observe. 

 In pursuance of the Boards order of the 3d of Aug. last, relating the most 

necessary repairs on the Derwentwater estate amounting by computation to the Sum of 

£1160 – 8 – 2 we made agreements with Proper workmen, for the executing thereof, an 

Abstract of which you have Inclosed which we hope the Board will approve of, and we 

will obey their comm[an]ds and transmit them from time to time, all agreement that we 

enter into for their confirmation, pursuant to their Minute of the 22d Inst.  

 The Several Persons to whom Fee Farm Rents have been payed out of the 

Derwentwater estate, which we have refused the Payment of till it was known whether 

they have been claimed or not , grow very uneasy for want of them. We some time ago 

desired that we might have an Accot. of what Fee farm Rents had been allowed as 

claimed, and the board was pleased at their meeting the 20 of July last, to order Mr 

Radley to procure an Accot. of the sd. Fee Farm rents, claimed & allowed from the 

[proper] Office, which be pleased Sir to transmit us with such orders therein as the 

board think proper. Inclosed you have Coppys of two Certificates, which have been 

produced to us for the Claim having been regularly made by Edward Noell Esqr. and 

Sir John Knight for Fee Farm Rent Payable out of Hartburn Rectory, Westwood Lands, 

Shaftoe Tyths, Whelpington Rectory and Wooly Lands, amounting to £37.13.4 per 

annum. 

 Inclosed you will receive also the pticulars of John Corbetts farme at Allerwash, 

which he holds over and will not quitt possession of; be pleased therefore to lay it 

before the Board for their Directions. Mr Anseley of Hexham, also holds over and will 

not quitt the possession of Dilston Mills, and the Freeholders in Tarret burn have begun 

to work the Colliery in Tarret turn more briskly than ever, and have actually 

discharged James Dodds the Hospitalls Tennant from work[ing] thereof, in all which 

we desire the board, will be pleased to give such orders as they think proper. 

 Mr Richardsons son of Penrith has been with us proposing to refer the Matter in 

Dispute about Clargill Cleugh Mine to two indifferent Gentlemen Arbitraters and has 

promised to send us his proposals, which shall be transmitted to the Board as soon as 

they come to our hands. 

 Broxfield Tyths was Confirmed to Henry Thompson at £3 per annum, but 

Thompson breaking before the commencement we let those Tyths to Matthew Brown 

for £4-10 for one year from Mayday last, and we now can have no more than four 

pounds per annum which is offered by Isaac Maxwell on a Lease for 20 or 21 years 

from Next Mayday, which we have agreed to accept of if the board have no objection & 

we are Sir 

       Your most Obedt. Servts 

        Nich. Walton Hugh Boag 

 

PS 

We have sent Mr Wood this day Bills & Bank notes amounting to £985-9-6 ½ on Acct. 

of Rents and Arrears recd. by us. 
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The 31 March 1738 A Coppy of this Abstract sent Wm Corbett Esqr. 

 

An Abstract of Severall Contracts made for repairing Housing on the Derwentwater 

Estate pursuant to the Boards Order of the 3d of August 1737 Viz: - 

 

 Agreed with Mr John Bickerdike for Building the [….] Housing at Throckley and 

Newton Hall he to find all Materials and to be at all expence attending the same Except 

Leading the Materials viz _ 

 At Throckley. A New Tenants house 30 foot long by 15 foot wide within, and 13 

½ foot high the side walls, the stable 22 foot long by 16 foot wide and 9 foot high, a 

Milkhouse 18 foot long by 6 foot wide, and 6 foot high, 2 new Byers each 20 foot long 

by 16 foot wide and 9 foot high. A Wall between Mr Rogers garth and a garth of the 

Hospitals. Repairing Throckley Mill house and kill &c and for building a new Barn at 

Newton hall 30 foot Long by 16 foot Wide and 11 foot high the side Walls. The whole is 

to be done in a substantial and workmanlike maner for                         £155 

 Agreed also with the said Mr John Bickerdike for repairing a Herds House and 

Byer on Throckley Common, he to find all Materials Except Leading for                   £16 

 Agreed with Mr Jos. Layburne and Mr John Jackson for puling down the Walls 

of the Dwelling house to the Lower Windows, building them up , and new roofing the 

same, with new joysting and flooring, repairing a little room and Stable, building a 

Milkhouse 16 foot by 11 foot, Building a Stable 22 by 16 foot and 9 foot high , and 

Thatching Severall Cottages – The whole to be done in a Substantiall Workmanlike 

manner at Needlesshall for (Exclusive of Leading)                                                     £135 

 Agreed with Mr John Bell and Wm Ironsides for building at Hartburngraing A 

Dwelling house 30 foot long by 15 foot wide and 13 ½ foot high with one floor, Two 

Dwelling houses each 24 foot long by 16 foot wide and 13 ½ foot high with each a floor, 

Two Stables each 22 foot long by 16 foot wide and 9 foot high, Four Byers each 20 foot 

by 16 foot wid and 9 foot high Three Barnes each 27 foot by 15 foot wide and 12 foot 

high  Two Cottages each 20 foot by 16 foot wide and 9 foot high and repairing 2 Old 

Byers a Stable and Cottage &c for (Exclusive of Leading)              £380 

 Agreed with John Rewcastle for Building a Barn at Land Ends 30 foot Long by 

16 foot wide and 13 ½ foot high he to find all materials for (Leading Included)    £27  

 Agreed with Thomas Bruce for Building a Stable 21 foot by 16 foot and 9 foot 

high. A Byer 21 foot by 16 foot and 9 foot high and repairing a house for a herd all in 

Meldon Park he to find all materials for (Leading Included)                                 £50 

 Agreed with Mr Rob. Naisbett Mr John Walker Mr Samuel Pickering, and Mr 

Christopher Cowley, for Building 3 Cottage Houses at Glororum part of Spindleston 24 

foot by 15 foot each, and 9 foot high at Scremerston a Dwelling house 30 foot long, by 

15 foot wide and 13 ½ foot high, a Milk house on the North End inside 15 foot by 7 foot 

wide. A stable 21 foot long by 16 foot wide. 2 Byers 20 foot by 16 foot wide each. A barn 

30 foot by 15 foot a Cottage 24 foot by 15 foot wide and repairing the Milkhouse 
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 At Middleton Hall building an Additionall Room of 21 foot by 15 foot, and a 

New Barn 30 foot by 15 foot wide  

 At Outchester building a Milk house 15 foot wide by 16 foot long Ceilling it and 

Flagging it . The whole to be done in a Substantiall workmanlike manner they being at 

all expence Except Leading the Materials for                                        £270 

                                                                             £1033  

 

 

The particular of the tenem[en]t or Farmhold now in the possession of John Corbett at 

Allerwash in the County of Northumberland  

 

A Dwelling house and Byer under the same and a Barn as also two Garths adjacent to 

the said Barn, on the East and West sides thereof in the possession of the said John 

Corbett.  

 One other Dwelling House with a Byer under the same and a Garth Adjoining 

thereto and now in the Possession of Dorothy Moralee a subtenant. 

 One other Dwelling House with a Byer under the same and a garth Adjacent in 

the possession of Ann Robson a subtenant . 

 Another Dwelling House with a Byer under the same in the possession of Ann 

Corbett and Eliz. Henderson subtenants. 

 Lowrys Close now in Tillage, Boundering on Reynold Corbett on the West Wm 

Corbett on the North the Kings Street on the south and Wm Watson and Wm Corbett 

on the east. 

 The Well head Close in Meddow, Reynold Corbett on the West Reynold Corbett 

and Cath. Watson Widow on the North, Thomas Dodds on the East the Kings Street on 

the south. 

 The Wash Bank in pasture Catherine Watson on the East Reynold Corbett on the 

North the River Tyne of the South and the lands Called [Gooseeholm] and 

[Gooseholm] Bank belonging to the sd John Corbett on the West. 

 The [Gooseholm] in Tillage  the [Gooseholm] Bank in Meadow and the Tofts in 

Tillage, The lands lye in one field Undivided Boundering on the Wash Bank on the East 

Tyne on the South Cath. Watson on the west and Reynold Corbett on the North and 

East. 

 [Sillie] Top part Corn, part meadow, cath. Watson on the South and West, 

Reynold Corbett on the East and the high Leases in possession of sd. John Corbett on 

the North. 

 The Low high Leazes p[ar]t Corn and part Meadow Cath.Watson Reynold 

Corbett and John Corbett on the South, John Coates on the West Wm. Corbett on the 

East the High high Leazes belonging to the said John Corbett on the North. 

 The High, High Leazes (It is called so) in pasture John Corbett on the South, 

John Coates on the West , Allerwash Comon on the North and Wm Corbett on the East. 

 Allerwash is in the parish of Netherwarden. 

 

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents


TNA ADM 66/106 Greenwich Hospital Northern Receiver Letters 1737-41 tbc 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dukesfield Smelters and Carriers Project         Dukesfield Documents 

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents          Page  83
  

 

31 Mar 1738 Nicholas Walton to Thomas Westgarth 

 

To Mr Thomas Westgarth     Ravensworth Castle   March 31. 1738 

 

Dear Sir 

 Since Mr Boag came from Keswick, we have laid before the Board of Directors 

for Greenwich Hospitall the offer you made to take the Waistes of Copper and Lead 

lying near Keswick, and they have impowered us to treat with you about the same. We 

are going to Alston to make a Pay, and will return to Hexham next Friday Evening, 

when we should be glad to see you at the Phenix at Mr Parkers, or if it be more 

convenient for you, on Saturday Morning the 8th of April next, wee will stay there till 

after Dinner. 

 Collonel Liddell has a Suit depending with one Watson, whether there may be 

any Lead Mines in an estate called Bilton Park, near Knarsbrough or not, and in order 

to form the best judgement thereof we have recommended you as one of the most 

judicious in that way, to take a view of the estate, along with Mr Watson, Mr Pantoon, 

Mr Emmerson & Mr John Stephenson, and according to the form of law you have a 

Summons by the bearer. The Collonel has applied to your principals, for their Leave to 

Permitt you to doe him this favour, and we expect you will be informed thereof from 

them in a Post or two, and do not doubt of your readiness to do him this favour, and 

we are 

       Dear Sir or Madam: Your most Hble Servts 

        Nicholas Walton  

 

 

31 Mar 1738 Nicholas Walton to John King 

 

To Mr John King      Ravensworth Castle   March 31. 1738 

 

Sr 

 We have represented to the Hospitall the case of Mr Jeferson of Cockermouth 

having sold and recd. for some Birch and Alder Trees cutt upon his arbitrary estate in 

the manner of Thornthwait and in answer thereto we are commanded to State a Case 

and lay it before Councel for an opinion whether the Tennants of that Estate have a 

right to cut down Timber at their will and Pleasure or not, and in case it is the opinion 

of Counsell that they have no right, then to be advised what methods to take to doe the 

Hospitall Justice. Now as the Court keeper of the Manner is the proper person to State 

this case, we desire you may do it on rect. of this, and meet us with it at Alston, on 

Thursday Evening the 6th of April next, but we desire you may in your way call upon 

Mr Simpson and take his joynt Thoughts with yours as to the manner of Stating the 

Case and have wrote to him this day to desire he will joyn with you in stating the case 

and we dare say he will most readily do it. He has a concern in and knows the Customs 
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of the Estates in Cumberland, so that he is the most proper Person to be advised with. 

At our meeting at Alston, we shall be prepared to Settle with you the Afaire of the 

Court keeping, which is the chief view of desiring you to meet us there, as the State of 

the case above mentioned might have been transmitted to us by post. Pray bring your 

deputation with you to Sr your most Hble Servts  

      Nich. Walton Hugh Boag 

 

PS. What money you have recd. of any of the Tennts. pray bring with you. 

 

 

31 Mar 1738 Nicholas Walton to Thomas Simpson 

 

To Mr Thos Simpson     Ravensworth Castle March 31. 1738 

 

Sr 

 We were favoured with yours of the 25 of March Inst which is now before us, in 

answer to which, as Furnace is dead & the Action against Carrick thereby abated, we 

approve of your taking Councills opinion, before you prosecute that affair any further, 

and desire you may do so accordingly. 

 The prudent Steps you have taken to procure a release from Carrick to William 

Lee we are greatly oblidged to you for, as it intirely prevents any trouble we might 

otherwise have expected from Mr Hodgson of Tynehead. we desire you’ll pursue such 

methods as Councill advises you to, that Furnaces execut[or]s may have justice done 

them & that the Hospitall may preserve the jurisdiction of their Court & we are 

       Sr Your most Hble Servts 

        Nich. Walton Hugh Boag 

 

P.S. 

We formerly gave you the Trouble of inquiring what right the Tenants of the Arbitrary 

estates in the Manour of Thornthwaite had to cutt down and sell any wood, without 

the leave and consent of the lord of the Manour and we must again trouble you with 

Stating a case in Conjunction with Mr King to be laid before Counsells relating the right 

Tennants pretend to have in those estates. One Parson [jeferson] who has an Estate in 

the Mannour of Thornthwait, sold some time ago a p[ar]c[e]l of Birch and Alder Trees 

to one Miles of Keswick, which was Cutt upon his estate. We discharged him from 

taking them away, or paying any part of the money according to Contract, yet 

notwithstanding Mr jeferson has found Means to remove the trees of the Premises and 

receive the money of Miles. now what we want to have done is to have a Case stated, 

that we may have Councells opinion, whether the Tennants have a right to cut wood at 

their will and Pleasure, or not, and in Case they have no right then what methods are to 

be taken to compel the ofenders to doe and make Satisfaction to the Hospitall. We have 

ordered Mr King to wait upon you for this Purpose next Thursday and are as aboive 

Your Very Humble Servts  Nich. Walton Hugh Boag 
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31 Mar 1738 Nicholas Walton to John Wood 

 

[Note: Recipient not stated here but confirmed as John Wood in a separate letter to 

Corbett of the same day] 

 

Fra Chaloners Bill on Wm Herron dated 11 March 1737 at a Month             £40  9  6 1/2 

Jefrey Everetts bill on Wm Everett dated 16 March 1737 at 24 days Date   30  0  0   

Thos Vickermans bill on Captn. John Cook dated 26 Do. 1738 at 10 ds date 110  0  0  

Thos Hills bill on Thomas White dated 23 Do. 1737/8 at 30 ds date       53  0  0  

Thos Millers bill on Jas Hill Junr dated 28 Do. 1738 at 40 ds date   165  0  0  

Geo Handasydes Do. on Peter Furnell dated 24 Do. 1737/8 @ one month    70  0  0  

Do.s Do.on Sam Stauntin dated 25 Do. 1738 @ one month                   16  0  0  

Bank Note from J Hopkins No. 61 dated 8 March 1737/8 on demand      100  0  0  

Do. from Do. No. 63 dated 8 Do. on demand                             100  0  0  

Do. from Do. No. 71 dated 8 Do. on demand                             100  0  0  

                                                                                 £985  9  6 1/2 

 

Ravensworth Castle March 31st 1738 

Dear Sir or Madam: Above you have a Schedule of Seven Bills and three bankNotes, 

amounting to Nine Hundred Eighty and five Pounds, Nine Shillings and Sixpence 

halfe penny, Sent you Inclosed on Accot. of the Rents of the Derwentwater Estate, and 

for the use of Greenwich Hospitall, for which we have made you Dr. this day & are 

       Sir Your most Hble Srvts 

       Nich. Walton Hugh Boag 

 

 

6 Apr 1738 Nicholas Walton to Hugh Boag 

 

[Note: Signed NW, so presumably from Nicholas Walton, updating his colleague who 

had missed the review of the Alston estate. ‘G.L. Esqr’ and ‘the Colonel’ refer to George 

Liddell .An Abstract of the Lead Mine account is appended. The J.S. who, with 

Nicholas Walton, witnessed the account is probably John Stephenson, the Alston Moor 

Master.] 

 

To Mr Hugh Boag       Alston Moor   6 April. 1738 

 

Dear Sr 

 As your Call to London was upon so short Notice, which prevented your having 

so particular an accot. of the State & Condition of the Lead Mines, in this Manner as 

you intended we take this first opportunity of acquainting you thereof in as particular a 

manner as the nature of the thing will allow of in this way. 
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 At Thorngill there has been sev[era]ll Old Shafts opened in order to Discover the 

Condition of that Mine, which is found in so poor Condition in the Upper Cills that a 

low Levell has been thought necessary to Win the Low Cills, It has been some time at 

work is now Drove about 120 yards and will Effectually Win all the Low Cills of that 

Mine. 

 <Goring> Gill Levell is also pursuing in the proper manner but is not yet 

finished and Lough vein is Sinking into the Low Limestone, in order to make a 

judgement whether a Lower levell than the present one is necessary or not. The present 

levell has been opened , and severall Shafts and Sumps opened since G L Esqr and his 

partners began work.  

 Nentsberry Haggs now raising a Small Quantity of Ore, a level having lately 

been Drove to loose some Deadwater and severall shafts has been sunk and opened too 

for the Convenience of working that mine. 

 At Blagill there has been severall Cross Cutts made as a preparation for getting 

ore, and it is now under consideration what other Methods may be most proper for the 

Effectual carrying on that Mine. 

 At Brownley hill there has been an old levell opened and a shaft has been also 

opened in order for getting ore. 

 There is a Levell carrying on to win Fair Hill and Redgroves at the Lowest levell 

that can be got, and from the same Levell, the Shaw, Peatstack hill Bright Burn & 

Dowgang will be all Effectually woan, it has been a great expence and will yet cost to 

winn all these mines £1000 or upwards there has been at Peatstack hill a New Shaft 

Sunk and sev[era]ll Sumps Sunk in order that the greatest Quantity of ore might be 

raised till the Low Levell be brought up to that mine. 

       There has been sev[era]ll shafts and a Levell opened at Carrs and Cowslitts in 

order for getting ore and the necessary steps are taking for working these mines. 

       There has been a Levell Drove at the East End of Longhole head and sevll. Shafts 

sunk, one whereof upon the vein, which is now Trying in order to get ore and a Sump 

is intended to be sunk into the low Cills to try these also. 

       A Levell is pursuing towards the west end of Longhole head and severall shafts 

has been opened thereon, this Levell has been great expence, has cost in some parts £3-

10-0 per fathom and is now Driving at 57s/6d per Fathom. 

       A Levell is pursuing towards Browngill which will winn not only that mine but 

Thortergill and Browngill Moss it is about 600 yards in length and will cost abt. £500 

there has been sevll. Shafts also opened to try the workings in Browngill Mine which 

Discovered an overcharge of water and consequently could not be wrought without the 

above mentioned Levell which will be an effectual Winning. 

       A Levell is also Carrying on to win Bents field or Taylor Syke and Thortergill 

foot which will be an effectual winn.  

       At  <Fletcheress> sev[era]ll shafts and an Old Levell has been opened and a new 

one is intended to be begun for the more Effectual Winning of that mine. 
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       At Redgroves at Nattress a Levell has been drove and sev[era]ll <stmples> sunk 

and the level is now proceeding to cutt the vein upon the Top of the Low Limestone, 

there is also a Cross Cutt making towards the sun string. 

       At Galligill sike has been a Top Levell Drove and a Low Levell is Driving for the 

more effectual winning that mine, and there has been sevll. Shafts Sunk and Opened. 

       There has been sevll. Shafts opened and a level opened also at Greengill and a 

Cross Cutt is now making in order to Cutt the Sun vein. 

       <Rookhill> mine has been at work since Christmas last a new shaft is sunk, and a 

Cross Cutt is made to the vein, where a sump is sinking in order to get into the low 

Limestone, and a shaft is sunk in order to trial at Cowperhole head to get ore. 

      

       These are all the mines at work or proceeding to by levels within this manor and 

upon the whole we must observe that the works are carried on with all the expedition 

tht is possible, That the severall winnings or Levels are proceeding in a very fair 

regular manner, That the great expence that has accrewed shows that no time has been 

lost in the putting in practice what was intended and we hope it will evidently appear 

how much the Comissioners have acted in and how much the Colonel has had the 

Interest of the Charity at hart.  

       Inclosed you have an abstract of the pay bill showing the Total  Disburst to the 

25th of March last Amounting in the whole to £4383-16-8 ¼ …. And we are  Sr Yo[urs] 

&c NW. 

 

 

An Accot. of Money expended for and upon the accot. of Led Mines in the 

Derwentwater estate let by the Commissioners of Greenwich Hospital to Geo. Liddell 

Esq. and Partners from the 1st Feb 1736/7 to and with the 15 March 1738 as appears by 

accot. viz: 

 

Expended by George Liddell Esqr. 

In raising ore by Bing              £599  6 10 

In Dead Charges                      2312  5   1 1/2 

In Building a smelting mill and Utensills thereof            325  8   9 

In Building a Refinery at Team         271 14  9 3/4 

Salarys and expenses                   316  9 11 1/2           £3825  5  5 3/4 

 

Expended by the Govern[or] & Comp. for Smelting &c 

In Dead Charges Exclusive of raising ore by Bing                 298  7  9  

 

Expended by Thomas Hayley esqr 

In Dead Charges Exclusive of Raising ore by Bing                260  3  5 1/2 

                                                  Total                £4383 16  8 1/2 

 

 Alstone Moor the 6 April 1738 
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We have Carefully examined the sevrll. Paybills of Geo. Liddell Esqr. from which the 

above abstract of his and his partners Disbursments are made, as also  the accost. Of 

the Govern[or] and Company for Smelting down Lead and Thomas Hayley Esqr. and 

find the Disbursments on Accot. of Lead Mines let by the Comissioners of Greenwich 

Hospitall to the said geo. Liddell Esqr. Amount to Four Thousand three hundred and 

Eighty three pounds Sixteen shillings and eightpence farthing Witness our hands  N.W, 

J.S 

 

 

14 Apr 1738 Nicholas Walton to John Mann 

 

To Mr Man, Clerk of the Peace at Durham  Ravensworth Castle April 14th. 1738 

 

Sr 

 I had a letter by last Post which came to my hand only last night, from Mr 

Andrew Scott a Tennant at Scremerston near Berwick but in the County of Durham, 

acquainting me that he and the rest of the Tennants of Scremerston have been lately 

presented for not mentaining some of the high road which they are liable to mentain 

and keep in repair, now as my Letter came so late I had not an opportunity of waiting 

upon you, so as to stop any proceedings against them at the Sessions and therefore I 

take the liberty now to acquaint you with it, and withal to desire you will putt a Stop to 

any further proceedings against Mr Scott and others, as they are all willing and ready 

to putt the road complaind of into good repair. This they offered to do but could not be 

heard by the Gentlemen who has given them all this trouble; whatever charge has 

accrued in that you shall be at in putting a Stop to these proceedings shall be thankfully 

repayed you by me and your favour therein will greatly oblige Sr, Your very Hble 

Servt. 

      Nich. Walton 

 

 

14 Apr 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm. Corbett Esqr.    Ravensworth Castle April 14th. 1738 

 

Sir 

 Inclosed I send you the Cash Accot. of Receipts and Payments for last Month on 

which there remains a Ballance of £1033 -14-7 ½ in favour of the Hospital. I have this 

Day Remitted Bills for £150 -0 -0  to Messrs Palloch and Snow in full of one Years 

Interest due to the Heirs of Doctor Chamberlin at Ladyday last. I have fixt the payment 

of £354 to Mr Constable the 27 Inst for one Years Interest on £5900 due also at Lady day 

last and as soon as I receive money to make up the remaining Balance what is due to 
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Lord Peters and Lay Catherine Radcliff O propose paying that Interest and Annuity, 

which I hope the Directors will Approveof. 

 It gave me great pleasure that Mt Boag performed his journey sooner than we 

expected and I hope to have the pleasure of hearing that the Accot. he was able to give 

an Answer to the Severall orders of the House of Commons were to the satisfaction of 

the Honble House & am Sr &c 

N.W. 

 

 

14 Apr 1738 Nicholas Walton to Palloch and Snow 

 

To Messrs Palloch and Snow    Ravensworth Castle April 14th. 1738 

– Goldsmiths wthout Temple Barr 

 

Gent[leme]n 

      Your favour wou’d have been immediately answered with a remittance for the 

Interest due at Ladyday last to the heirs of Doctor Chamberlain but we then cou’d not 

get Bill, you have now herein Inclos’d as below two Bills and 3 prom[isor]y Notes 

amounting to One Hundred and Forty Eight Pounds Ten Shillings, which with the 

Allowance you are pleased to make, is in full of One Years Interest due as above, for 

which you will be pleased to return me a Proper  rect. for Mr Moag & self I am  

      Gentn Yr most Hble & Obedt. Servt. 

      Nicholas Walton 

 

 

Geo Pantouns Bill on Thos Hayley Esq. dated 7 Inst at one Month             £60  0 0  

My own Bill on Mr Benja. Shutt  dated 14 Inst at 28 days                6 10 0  

Jno. Middlemarshe’s Note to Chris Blackburn 31 March last at 40 days  35  0 0  

Richard Tenche’s Do. to Do.  31 Do. at 40 days                          24  0 0  

Burges Madox’s Do. to Do.  31 Do. at 40 days                            23  0 0  

                                                                                £148 10 0  

 

 

4 May 1738 Nicholas Walton to Joseph Pearson 

 

To Mr Pearson      Ravensworth Castle May 4th. 1738 

 

Mr Pearson 

 Last post brought me yours of the 26th Ulto, in answer to which the Farms late 

in the possession of Mr Wren must continue in the possession of his Successors for this 

Year, as they have not Legal Notice given them before the last Term nay I think you 

very much to blame in the Least to Countenance the under Tennant to hope for the 
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Contrary. They shall be relieved from any Usage as soon as we see it necessary and can 

with Justice do it, but they cannot expect it now. 

 I am sorry to see so much warmth expressed by you out of a Disrespect to Mr 

King he may have little Encouragement at Brampton, but that I neither know anything 

of or do I think it lies before either you or me. So far as his conduct has to doe with the 

Hospitalls affairs I think he has not misbehaved & I must observe he once had many of 

your friendly offices & stood very far in your good opinion, And as I hope has given 

you no cause for an Alteration so I wd. Recommend it to you to treat him accordingly.  

Our Bill is past the house Commons & Read twice in the house of Lords, & as the 

parliamt. Will rise in 14 days you will soon hear that we shall have a Court at Keswick. 

Pray my Service to all friends & be assured that I am Your Hbl Servt.  

       Nich. Walton. 

 

 

4 May 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Jefferys 

 

             Ravensworth Castle  May the 4th. 1738 

Sr 

      Last Post brought me yours of the 28 of April last in answer to which I am sorry for 

the Death of Mr Gibson. His widow I have incerted in our rental in his Stead but before 

she is put into the Lease I must have the Concurrence of her Partners under their 

hands. I desire they will therefore Signify it to me by a Line & what you desire shall be 

done by  

      Sr Your most Hble Servt. 

      Nich. Walton 

 

 

4 May 1738 Nicholas Walton to Andrew Scott 

 

To Mr Scott       Ravensworth Castle May 4th. 1738 

 

Mr Scott 

 The Clerk of the Peace for the County of Durham has stop’d all proceedings 

against you and the Tennants of Scremerston & I will take care to pay him what Charge 

has Accrued upon it, but as he injoyns me so I must you and the rest of the Tennants to 

get the Road imediately  repaird if it is not done already. The Sooner you do it the 

better and the more it will oblige 

Your most Humble Servt 

        Nich. Walton 
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5 May 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esq.     Ravensworth Castle  May the 5th. 1738 

 

Sir 

 I hope before this reach your hand , the Derwentwater Bill will have pass’d the 

two Houses of Parliament, otherwise I should not have given you the trouble of the 

Inclosed Agreements; which I have made for Building & repairing Housing, which is in 

the greatest necessity. You will observe the agreements are Conditionall & not binding 

unless they are approved by the Board. 

 You will Observe that all the Tennants refuse to Lead the Materials for this 

Reason, that as they are new Tennants they are not in any respect liable. Mr Reed of 

Chipchase for Buteland injoyed that Farm a very Small time before his present terme 

commenced. John Ridley of Westwood the same, Wm Dixon of Aydon Shields is a new 

Tennant, Thomas Humble the same George Dixon & Robert Johnson  the same, & it is 

for that reason that they all alledge they ought not to Lead Materials. If what I have 

here said be not so Intelligable as I intend it, Mr Boag will explain it, & I beg Sir as the 

Season advances that the Board will give their Orders so as no time may be lost, for 

there is many more places that must be repaired and built  this Summer. 

 If the Board have power to Cutt down Wood for Repairs their Orders should be 

as speedy as possible, as the Bark will otherwise be lost & I am Sir Yours &c 

       N. Walton 

 

 

6 May 1738 Nicholas Walton to Robert Anderson 

 

To Mr Robt. Anderson at Scremerston   Ravensworth Castle  May the 6. 1738 

 

Mr Robt. Anderson 

 I am not a little Concern’d that any Dispute shoud happen amongst any of the 

Tenants in the Derwentwater Estate, which I perceive now is the Misfortune between 

you and Andrew Scott, to whom I apprehend you have given Warning to remove out 

of the House he is at present in at Whittsontide next I woud willingly in any Affair of 

this kind interpose, in Order to prevent all blood and Disputes amongst you and 

therefore I recommend it to you not to give Mr Scott any Disturbance till we can make 

a provision for him. I hope It will be no Inconvenience to you to Continue in your 

present house till one can be got up for Mr Scott as I do assure you it shall be sett about 

with all convenient speed. I hope you will oblige me in this and am 

       Yrs &c  N.W. 
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12 May 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

[Note: The ‘Application of the Earl of Derwentwaters’s Estate’ Bill received its third 

reading in the Lords on May 11th. Hugh Boag attended the house and gave evidence 

about the management of the estate.] 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr.    Ravensworth Castle  May the 12. 1738 

 

Sr 

 Some time agoe the Board of Directors for Greenwich Hospitall were pleased to 

Order an Action to be brought against one Carrick for taking away by force a cow 

which had been Levyd and taken away from him by the Bayliff of Alston Manor and 

sold by him to one Furnace from whom the cow was taken by Carrick. 

 Carricks pretence for taking away the cow, was that she was taken without the 

manor, and therefore Mr Simpson thought it proper to use means to procure a Release 

from him to Wm Lee the Bayliff  and then to proceed against him for takeing away the 

cow which he accordingly did, during which Transaction Furnace Dyd, and Mr 

Simpson being unwilling to Proceed in the name of his Exe[cu]tors without having 

Councills Opinion, we Agreed that he should take an Opinion upon it, and During that 

time Carrick has brought Actions Against the persons in Company with the Bayliff 

when he Levyd. I had a Ltter the 5th Instant from Mr Simpson on this Affair which I 

send you Inclosed with a Copy of the Opinion he took, and as the Establishing of the 

Court seems intirely to Depend upon our success in making an Example of this 

offender, I gave Mr Simpson for answer that the Defend[an]t should be justifyd which I 

hope the Board will approve off. 

 As Mr Boag can inform you, the Winter Floods has Done a good Deal of Damage 

amongst the Wears at Fourstones and the Damage is greatly increased by a very great 

Flood we had last week. I have had it viewed by John Bell who is a very juditious man , 

and he acquaints me it will cost at least £60 to repair it I have also seen it my self and 

think it will scarce be done for that sum. However there is a Necessity for the Breach 

being made good, the sooner the Board are pleased to give their direction the better, for 

it will Daily grow worse. 

 I am like to be tore in peices by the Derwentwater Ten[an]ts for want of their 

Housing being put forward to repair, and least the season should be left for cutting 

down wood for those repairs, so as the Bark shoud be lost I beg leave to put you in 

mind of it, That the Directors may Consider it, and while Mr Boag is in Town, give 

such Orders as they think necessary and convenient relating thereto. The Bark in 10 or 

14 days time will be lost as the sap will be gone in that time, so that unless I have your 

orders by Sunday the 21st it will be of no service. 

 Inclosed I send you my Cash accot. for last month on which remains a Balance in 

my hand anounting to £1000 – 9 – 11 ½  in Favour of the Hospittall, which sum I 

reserve in my hand to pay Lord Peters and Lady Cath. Radcliffe in full to Lady Day last  

which I hope the Board will approve off.  
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 I was in hopes before this time to have heard that the Derwentwater Bill had 

passed the House of Lords but I perceive it has been prevented by Spanish 

Deprada[tions] being in that house. I hope that this post will bring me agreeable News 

on that head, and am  

       Sr &c N.W. 

 

 

12 May 1738 Nicholas Walton to Hugh Boag 

 

To Mr Boag       Ravensworth Castle  May the 12. 1738 

 

Sr 

       I reced. Yours of the 8 May Instant with a letter of Attorney from Mr Goodison 

Impowering me to Receive the Rents of some Housing in Newcastle, in which pray 

acquaint him that I will Do him all the service I can. 

 I have wrote to Mr Corbett this day a Copy of which I send you herewith so that 

I need say no more relating that affair: I Did not know that Mr Corbett was Marryd, for 

which reason I did not congratulate him upon the Birth of two Little ones, supposing it 

might give some offence. 

 Mr Pearson will certainly send you a copy of Fishers Lease. 

 I am sorry you doe not think of being at home soon, as I am that you are under 

some apprehensions of our Bill Miscarrying, Surely it cannot be as the Ministry has a 

farr greater Majority in the Lords than Commons. You shall be Informed of everything 

I write to the Board while you stay, so that you will [Back and] gett settled all you can.   

 It concerns me much that you think the coale trade is likely to suffer, but I hope 

and rather am apt to think the contrary. This Enquiry in Parliament will most likely be 

of service. 

 The three Tun of Lead is come Down and will be shipt in a few Days by   

        Yrs &c N.W. 

 

PS The Post is just come and I am greatly concernd to hear the Derwentwater Bill meets 

with so great opposition but hope the next Post will bring better news. I realy pitty you, 

but you must keep your spirits up & not be disheartened. 

 I have sent I mean shall send Rich. Tomorrow morning with the Bill to Mr 

Ancrum, but I wish we may be safe as the Bill should have been noted  & protested for 

Non Payment . Pray tell Mr Wood of it & that I am afraid it will fall upon him as the 

neglect is at his Door. I will take care to do all I can about it. 

 

 

21 May 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr.    Ravensworth Castle  May 21st. 1738 
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Sr 

 It is now the time of the year for setting the dues of Lead Ore w.thin the Mannor 

of Alston moore raised and to be raised from Christmas last to Xmas next, or which I 

thought proper to acquaint you, before they are advertisedto be sold as usual, in which 

you will please to give me proper directions. 

 Mr Airey delivered me his bill of Law charges to the 7 February last wch I wou’d 

have sent you before now, but that you were so much engaged wth the Derwentwater 

Bill wch being I hope now over I give you the trouble of it, that it may be laid before 

the Board for their approbation. At wch time if the Board think fit they may give 

direction what gratuity Counsellor Gray shou’d have for his trouble and advise 

relating the Hospitalls affairs. Mr Boag is now upon the Spott on wch Accot. I thought 

it proper to mention it as he can Informe the board  what trouble Mr Gray has had. 

 I have agreed with Mr Westgarth for the waists of Copper and Lead at Keswick, 

at One Sixth Duty to be delivered in Copper or Lead Ore, clean and well dressed after 

the best manner fitt for  Smelting, with a Liberty of four years to performe the work in. 

This agreement is made subject to the Boards approbations so that you will please to 

lay it bfore them for their confirmation. 

 Inclosed I send you Mr Stephenson Mooremasters accost. Of Ore raised in 

Alston moore to Ladyday. & am Sir Your most Obed. Servt. 

       Nich. Walton 

 

 

2 Jun 1738 Nicholas Walton to Hugh Boag 

 

Ravensworth Castle  June 2nd. 1738  

Sent Mr Hugh Boag the following Bills and Notes viz: 

 

Edwd Shalletts Promisory Note to Wm Hart dated 26 April 1738 @40 days  £85  0  0 

Edwd Smiths Do. to Robt Noble dated 27 Do. at 40 days                   100  0  0  

Richd Atherlys Bill on James Harding dated 4 May 1738 at 30 days          27  5  6  

Walter Kirbys do. on Eliz. Martin dated 10 Do. at 60 days                  70  0  0  

Robt. Hudspeths Do. on Tho. Young dated 18 Do. at 40 days               100  0  0  

Wm Johnsons Do. on Benj. Grieve dated 18 Do. at 40 days                    86  4  6 

Thos. Hills Do. on Tho. White dated 19 Do. at 30 days                      36 10  3 

Jane Watsons Do. on Robt. Dillon dated 24 Do. at 2 months               105  0 10 

Geo. Handasydes Do. on John Simpson dated 6 Do. at 1 Mo.                  50  0  0  

                                                                                     £660  1  1  

 

N. Waltons bill  on Mr Benj. Shutt dated 2nd June 1738 at 28 days      200  0  0 

                                                                                    £860  1  1  

 

Ravensworth Castle June 8. 1738 Sent more as follows  

Bailey & Allens bill on Thos. Allen dated 30 May 1738 at 60 days                £100  0  0  
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Arch. Hamiltons Do. on Knox & Craghead dated 10 June 1738  

    NS at two Usance                                                       114   0  0 

Nich. Waltons bill on Ben Shutt dated 9 June                                14 18 11  

                                                                                     £228 18  1 

                                                                                   £1089  0  0  

                                                                Returns              11  0  0  

                                                                                   £1100  0  0  

 

 

11 Jun 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm. Corbett Esqr.    Ravensworth Castle  June 11. 1738 

 

Sir 

 Mr Boag sent me the Boards Minutes of the 31 May last & the 3rd  of June Inst 

which Duly observe, & in answer to which I have acquainted Mr Stevenson, Moor 

master wth the Boards Commands realting his quarterly reports of the Lead Mines of 

which Care shall be taken that he duly observes. I have putt in an advertizement into 

the Newcastle papers for the sale of the Lead Ore dues , for the Letting the waists of 

Copper & Lead Ore near Keswick, & for the sale of Bricks and Tyles at Dilston, a 

Coppy of which you have Inclosed. Counseller Gray is not at Home, nor has not been, 

for some time which prevents me communicating to you his Expectations & a Pticular 

of the Services he did the latter I could have sent you here with, but I have deferred it 

till I sound him to guess at his Expectations when both shall come together. Mr Boag 

writes me that he has wrote to the under Sheriff to know what he has done in the affair 

relating Mr Elstob to whose answer I beg leave to refer You. 

 In answer to what is Contained in the Boards Minutes of the 3 June Inst, there is 

no proceedings by Ejectment or otherwise against the Tennants of high Green Coliery 

as Mr Airey has acquainted Mr Radley to whose Letter I beg leave to referr – James 

Dodds is the Tennant of that Colliery at present but he acquaints me that Severall 

Freeholders are & have been some time working on that Common to his great 

prejudice & unless the Hospitall proceed against them they will undoubtedly take 

possession of that Royalty. 

 Mr Dobson the Farmer of Midfod Tyths has brought me a petition to the Honble 

the Com[missioner]s of Greenwich Hospitall representing that he thinks it a hardship 

to pay out of those Tyths a Stipend due to the Vicar of Midford which petition I here 

Inclose you & with all begg leave to acquaint you that I believe it certainly true that he 

did not know of that Incumbrances when he made his proposal & was Confirmed 

Tennant & I allso must own it was not then known to me. I believe his Farm is too dear 

& on that Accot. he may merit the allowance he claims, but that I humbly begg leave 

only to offer as my opinion as the Directors themselves are the only proper judges. 
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 I have made a good deal of progress towards making severall agreem[en]ts for 

repairing the most Necessitous housing & next Friday I hope to send you the whole so 

as to be at your Board on Wednesday Sennt. To which time it would be very 

convenient for Mr Boag to stay as I would have the Board sencible of what is intended 

to be done, & I am Sir 

       Yours &c Nich. Walton 

 

 

11 Jun 1738 Nicholas Walton to Hugh Boag 

 

Mr Boag       Ravensworth Castle  June 11. 1738 

 

 I recd. yours of the 6 of June Inst by which I am glad you gott the Bills I sent you 

for £860-1-1 safe. I hope those I sent you since will come safe allso to Make the full 

paymt. Of the Interest & Anuity. 

 I am glad you found the Recet. but you have I doubt not reced. since wch I sent. 

I am also glad you have gott quitt of the Vouchers & Accots. & that it is in so great a 

forwardness. 

 I think it woud greatly Conduce to dispatch that the 1st draught of every Lease 

shou’d be made in the Country wch will be equally advantagious to Mr Radley. 

 I never aimed at repairing all the housing but there is so much in Equall & 

absolute necessity that a great sum must, unavoidably be laid out lett the money come 

from where it will but I hope the estate will produce all, that will be laid out & More. 

 You will be very kind if you gott Isaac Thompsons affairs Settled I am sure he 

will acknowledge it with as any man I know. 

 I Long to See the Coll[onel]’s Lease Executed & one Land Lease to make the 

Country quiet since the passing the bill they are much quieted but the news of Charles 

Radcliff soon hoping to obtain his Majestys pardon will make all the Country Madd I 

am going to Langley Baroney this Week & wish I may gett home with a Sound Skin. 

 As I have wrote to Mr Corbett to Day that it will be proper for you to Stay till the 

agreements I have made Come, you will have time to determine about a Viewer 

meeting you in Cheshire. It will be a Considerable Expence & for that reason I think it 

proper to acquaint Mr Corbett & on receiving your answer to this a proper person shall 

be sent you. 

 What Money you want you may draw for or take of Mr Shutt. I have Sett Mrs 

Lambs affair right but I wonder Sr  H L refused her money. Inclosed you have a Copy 

of my letter to Mr Corbett & of Mr Dobsons petition, sent him this day by  

       Yours &c Nich. Walton 
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16 Jun 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr     Ravensworth Castle  June 16. 1738 

 

Sir 

 I wrote you the 11 Inst. to which I beg leave to referr that I intended sending you 

this post an Accot. of the severall Bargains I have made for Building & repairing 

Housing in the Derwentwater Estate, which I accordingly herein send you, & hope Mr 

Boag will Stay another Board day in order to Clear up anything the Board may want to 

be Informed in relating the Severall Contracts I have made Subject to their 

Approbation. 

 The Tennants in Generall think it hard to be at any Expence of Leading materials 

& as you will observe (by the Remarks I have made to the Severall Agreements) many 

of them absolutely refuse & say they cannot bear it considering the Advance of their 

Farms. I have agreed with the Tennants of Newlands and Whittonstall Manour, who 

have Consented to bear one quarter part, which I rather think a hardship upon them, 

but as the Expence in the whole will run very high I have done all I can to keep it 

Down. The prices agreed to by the Tennants of Whittonstall & Newlands I send you 

inclosed. 

 Whitechappell Housing Stands upon the Banks of the River Tyne on a very high 

precipice of Sliding Clay & Gravell which in very great flood occasions a shrink in the 

Bank as it has done in the late floods which not only Waists the Lands of the Hospitall, 

but inDangers the Dwelling House & Outhousing I have therefore Inclosed sent you an 

Estimate of the Charge of Fencing off the water so as to preserve not only the Housing 

but the Land adjoyning it which (as it is a very necessary peice of Work) I hope the 

Directors will Order to be done as Soon as they think Convenient: the Season is now 

good. 

 The Inclosed Agreements amount to £1409-10-0 & I am Sir Your most Obed. 

Servt 

      Nich. Walton 

 

 

6 Jul 1738 Hugh Boag to John Airey 

 

To Jno. Airey Esqr       Ravensworth Castle  July 6. 1738 

 

Sir 

 The inclosed I had from Mr Radley before I left London Desiring I wou’d 

Deliver it to you. 

 The Board Complaind of <soe> high Charges in it & Mr Radley had it delivered 

him & he made these remarks & Deductions that is in it, I said as much as I could of the 

distance the places are from Newcastle that you went and sent to and the times of the 

year which made Severall of the Charges appear reasonable when so Explaind. Mr 
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Radley no doubt has informed you of this Affair & that he not withstanding what I did 

has made a Deduction of £5-9-0. We Charge you with the £10-10 pd you on Acct of 

Moore against Woods . I am  

       Yours &c Hugh Boag 

 

PS Please to returne me Mr Radley’s Letter  by the bearer. 

 

 

7 Jul 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr.    Ravensworth Castle  July 7th. 1738 

 

Sr 

 I wrote you the 16th of Jun last, and therewith sent you severall Contracts I had 

made for building and repairing Housing on the Derwentwater Estate amounting in 

the whole to £1409.10.0  which I was in hopes the Board wou’d have Confirmed, so as 

the workmen might not lose time or the proper Season of the Year for that sort work. 

 The reason of my now troubling you on that affair is, that the Season advances 

fast & the Hay & Corn Harvest coming on, will greatly Interfere with the Tennants in 

Leading materialls, for which reason I desire you will give all possible dispatch, as the 

Delay will not only be attended with the above Inconveniences, but will be a very great 

one to the Undertakers who have provided a Number of Workmen to expedite the 

Work. 

 Mr Boag is from Home but desires his best service to you & I am Sir Your most 

humble Servt. Nich. Walton 

 

 

16 Jul 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

To Wm Corbett Esqr     Ravensworth Castle  July 16th . 1738 

 

Sir 

 We reced. the Boards Minutes of the 5 Inst & shall observe them. 

 Since we have had the Boards Orders to sell the Lead Ore Dues raised & to be 

raised on Alston moor from Cristmas 1737 to Christmas 1738 we have had the 

following Offers, after having advertized the sale of them 3 Weeks in the Newcastle 

Newspapers. 

 Mr Joseph Emmerson has offerd on the behalf of Collonel Liddell & Ptners 46s 

per Bing for the Bouse Ore & 41s per Bing for the Cutting Ore & one Guinea & half 

over which is the same price they gave last year for the Dues of the said Manour. 

 Mr Ambrose Appleby offerd on behalf of the Duke of Cleveland & Mr Vane 45s 

per Bing for the Bouse Ore & 40s per Bing for the Cutting Ore. 
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 Mr Abraham Watson Offerd on behalf of the Quakers Company 45s per Bing for 

Bouse Ore & 40s per Bing for the Cutting Ore. 

 The above is all the Offers we had made us & we have sold them to Mr 

Emmerson Collonel Liddell’s Agent as he was the best bidder Subject to the Boards 

Approbation. 

 Collonel Liddell at the desire of the Board made the Agreement with Isaac 

Thompson for Surveying the Derwentwater estate but he is now gone to the Lead 

Mines so that we cannot Clear up that Matter till he returns. We are Sir 

       Your very Hble Srvts Walton & Boag   

 

PS Inclosed is our Cash Accot. for the Month of June by wch it appears there then was a 

ballance in  our hands of £64-15-10 

 

 

16 Jul 1738 Hugh Boag to William Radley 

 

To Mr William Radley Attorney at Law    Ravensworth Castle  16 July 1738 

 

Sir 

 I have has a Letter from Mr Ricd. Greive since I came home desiring to know if 

the Board had come to a resolution about giving him Directions to take Adminsitration 

to the late Mr Anderson by which he thinks he could secure his Arrears to the Hospitall 

which is £53-16-10. 

 He has Stopd Administration being granted to another person till we receive the 

Boards Orders about it & I beg that you will acquaint them with it I believe you 

promised that you would write to Mr Greive & give him Directions before I left 

London, its hard if there is no Law for the Recovery of his Debts. 

      I am for Mr Walton & Self, Sir Your very Hble Servt 

      Hugh Boag 

 

 

31 Jul 1738 Nicholas Walton to Thomas Whitefield 

 

To Mr Tho. Whitefield     Ravensworth Castle  July 31. 1738 

 

Dear Sir 

      Yesterday Evening I had the Favour of yours of the 29th Inst.with a Copy of Mr 

Richardsons Letter dated the 20 Inst. The Contents of which I have Communicated to 

Mr Boag my partner and in Answer we are glad to se[e] Mr Richardson is Sensible of 

his fault and that he is ready to make you any Satisfaction for the Loss you have 

Sustained. 

 You are very kind in saying you will do nothing in this affair but what we shall 

approve of and you may be very well assured of our doing everything on our power to 
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support yours and the Hospitalls Title. The Hospital has been Acquainted with the 

Affair, to which we have had no answer but we are Satisfyd they will highly Resent the 

Affront to you, as well as themselves, And as we have not their Resolutions upon it we 

cannot say they will Approve of making the matter up, However as Mr Richardson 

seems so desirous of having an end made of the Affair , Mr Boag and I will use our 

Interest with the Hospital to forgive this fault : the offence they have Comitted is 

against you particularly in the Law  the Goods they waisted being yours, so that 

whatever Agreem[en]t you make must be an Act of Your Own, and by doing it in the 

way it is proposed it will answer the purpose, that is Mr Richardson to pay you full 

damages for the Loss you sustaind to pay all Charges and Acknowledge the fault by an 

Instrum[en]t under his hand, in which Instrumt. I sho’d be glad to have his Father joyn, 

but I Fancy that as he is of Age himself it woud be good in Law if he Relinquish Claim 

himself only whatever Instrumt. is Drawn let it be done by Mr Simpson of Penrith to 

whom pray send the Inclosed and youll oblige Dear Sir 

       Your hble servt. N.W. 

 

PS 

Mr Richardson must on your Releasing him give a discharge to the Constable least he 

shoud proceed for false Imprisonmt. 

 

 

31 Jul 1738 Nicholas Walton to Thomas Simpson 

 

To Mr Thomas Simpson     Ravensworth Castle  July 31. 1738 

 

Sir 

 When we were last at Alston Mt Richardsons Son, who Claims the Common 

near Cleargill in Alston Moore sent five Persons to Burn Mr Whitefields peats, which 

sd. 5 Persons came and were taken in the fact and brought before Lawyer Gilpin who 

bound them over to the next Sessions besides the punishment which these Fellows are 

Liable to, Mr Richarson has as we are Informd made himself lyable to an Action of 

Trespass which we are told will be an Effectuall way to Strengthen our Title as we shall 

gain Judgment , and this will be a short way and at an easy Expence, but it must be 

done in Mr Whitefields Name whose peats it was that were burnt, in which we have 

promised to joyn as to any expence that shall have Accrewed or that may Accrew in 

anyt proper proceedings for Supporting our Title. Mr Whitefield has sent me a Copy of 

a Letter from Mr Richardsons Son desiring the matter may be made up, and I have 

given him for Answer, that as we do not know the Hospitalls pleasure in that Affair we 

Cannot tell whether they will be pleasd to have it made up or not, but as it is an 

Offence to him Particularly he may if he Chuses it make the Matter up provided Mt 

Richardson will do it to his liking and Acknowledge the fault in writings under his 

hand in which I sho’d be glad his father woud joyn as he is in Actuall Possession, but 

you will judge how farr that may be necessary as I have desired Mr Whitefield to 
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Apply to you to Draw the Instruments, in the doing of it of which you will have a 

Regard to the Hospitall Title and you’ll  much oblige Mr Boag and Your most Humble 

Servt 

       N.W. 

 

 

11 Aug 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

            Ravensworth Castle  August 11th. 1738 

To William Corbett Esqr. 

 

Sir 

We reced. yours of the 5th of the 5th of this Inst. With one Inclosed for Mr 

Constable wch we have forwarded to him. 

 In answer to Mr Maules Letter of the 5 July last, relating the Survey of the 

Derwentwater Estate we waited upon Collonel Liddell, & shewed him that part wch he 

was desired to explain, which he promised us he woud write to you about this post, & 

doubt not but he has done so, to wch we begg leave to referr. 

 As to what Mr Maule required of us to Explain, we have Inclosed sent you an 

Accot. Coppyd from what we made up Mr Thompsons Accot. from, in which you will 

observe we took a great deal of pains to distinguish the Commons, from the Ingrounds, 

by the alterations we made from the field Book, which we hope will give satisfaction to 

the Board. 

 Mr Richardson with whom the Hospitall has a dispute about a piece of Common 

in Alston Moore in wch the vein called Clargill Cleugh lyes, sent up five persons to 

Burn some Turbery wch was cast upon that piece of Common by one Mr Thos 

Whitfield as Freeholder within the Manour, who were taken by Mr Whitfield & 

Carryed by him before a Justice of the Peace for the County of Cumberland, on 

Monday the 17 July last, one of wch 5 persons made his Escape & the other four was 

bound over to the next Sessions , Mr Richardson having Enterd into a recognizance for 

their appearance. Since wch Mr Whitfield writes us, that he has had a letter from Mr 

Richarson desiring he will not goe on with the prosecution & promising he will make 

any satisfaction for the damage he has done, & give up any further Claim to the 

Common in dispute. To this we have given answer that we do not know whether the 

Direct[or]s will think fitt to accept of any acknowledgement other than giving up any 

Claim to the Common in dispute by an Instrument under his hand wch if he agrees to 

we hope it may putt an end to any further dispute in that Affair. We were at Alston 

when the Criminalls were taken & assisted in getting them punished & also agreed to 

Joyn wth Mr Whitfield in the Expencethat should accrue on if prosectution wch we 

hope the Direct[or]s will approve of.  The Heirs of Dr Chamberlain impower Messrs 

<Paltock> & Snow to receive their Int[erest], so that you may address a Lre to them at 

the Golden Anchor without Temple Barr. Inclosed we send you our Cash Accot. for last 

March on wch is a Balance of £97-15-8 in our favour & we are Sir  
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      Yours &c  Walton & Boag 

 

PS. Inclosed we send you Mr Stephensons Quarterly Accot ending at Midsummer last 

of Ore raised, wth the Number of hands employed on Alston moore besides wch there 

is 4 hands Employed at Keswick .  

 

 

An Accot. of the Number of hands Employ’d at the Sundry Lead Mines in Alston 

Moor. As also an Accot. of what Ore is Raised out in the sd. Lead Mines since Lady day 

1737 to Midsummer 1738 Viz 

 

[The quarterly account referred to can be found, with others, in the spreadsheet entitled 

‘TNA 66 106 Alston Moor dues tables’ available to download from The National 

Archives page elsewhere in this website] 

 

 

Cuthbert Constable Esqr. 

At Burton Constable in Holderness Yorkshire by York Bagg 

We wrote him and Inclosed it 11 Aug 1738 & desired he would send us an Answer or 

forward one to Mr Corbett . 

 

Sir 

 I am Commanded by the Directors of Greenwich Hospitall to give you the 

Trouble of this, to desire you will please to Inform them, whether it be most agreeable 

to you to have your Debt of £5,900 on the Derwentwater Estate paid off, or Continued 

at a Lower Interest, if the latter be your Choice, you will be pleased to inform them 

which is the Lowest Interest you will accept of 

      I am Sir Your most humble Servt. 

      Willm. Corbett Secretary  

 

Pay Office 

5th August 1738 

 

 

11 Aug 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

[Note: Darnhall, in Cheshire, was acquired by the Corbett family soon after the 

dissolution of Vale Royal Abbey. Peter Corbett sold the estate before 1642, but the 

present William Corbett regained it in the 1730s and the family lived there until 1860 

when it was sold – an estate of 1700 acres with a large mansion.[Tony Bostock, ‘19th 

Century Darnall’].] 
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Ravensworth Castle  August 11. 1738 

To William Corbett esq.  

 

Sir 

 We were favour’d with yours of the 3d Inst & are glad to hear you are got well 

home & that your estate gave you so much pleasure as that you have no reason to be 

sorry you made the Purchase, & it is exceedingly kind that you are so good as 

determine not to advance your Ten[ant]’s Rents. 

 The Borer will send away from hence his Work Tools next Wednesday by the 

carrier & will sett out himself so as to be at Darnhall about the latter end of this Month, 

which will be about the time his Worktools will be there & shall have Directions to 

make Tryall for the Brass trough you mention. 

 We will Settle with Mr Thompson about your Survey &c & acquaint you 

therewith. 

 Mr Boag has Wrote to his Friend & given him full power to take the Lead Mine 

at one Tenth Duty & as soon as we have his ans[we]r you shall hear again from us on 

that head, we believe the Gent[lema]n Mr Boag has wrote to will expect a share but that 

will we believe only be a small one. We are Sir 

      Yours &c Walton & Boag 
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An Acco.t Shewing how the acct with Mr Isaac Thompson for Surveying the 

Derwentwater Estate was made up  Viz 

 
Inclosed Land at 2 ½ p acre A R P A R P A R P 

Dilston according to the Field Book    1383 1 27    
Corbridge a/c to ditto – the Hosp.ls lands 249 1 36       
Ditto belonging other freeholders in which  
   The Hospl had a share which could not be  
   Known without surveying the whole 

606 3  856  36    

Thornbrough according to the Field Book    767  8    
Newton Hall according to ditto    363 3 5    
Whittles according to ditto    253 1 38    
Throckley according to ditto    493 2 17    
Newlands & Whittonstall according to ditto    2100 2 8    
Hexhamshire according to ditto    983 1 29    
Coastley & appurt.s according to ditto    1521 3 20    
Wark & Elrington according to ditto    1216 2 33    
Langley Barony according to ditto 4517  22       
Omitted in the said field book 6  34       
 4523 1 16       
   Out of which deduct land reckoned as  
   inclosed which ought to be called Common 

41 3 24 4451 1 32    

Meldon & appurt.s according to Field Book 3354 3 19       
Out of which deduct 12 perches over in Field  
   Book in Alnwick House & Closes        12 

         

  Land reckoned inclosed wch is Common 394 394  12 2941 2 37    
Spindleston & Outchester according to F Bk    1931 3 33    
Alston Demesne Lands according to ditto 1162 2 14       
   Out of which deduct land reckoned as  
   inclosed which ought to be called Common 

982 1 12 18 1 2    

Keswick according to Field Book the Hosp lnds 975  37.5       
Whitemoss belonging other freeholders in  
   which the hospital has a share wch could not  
   be known without surveying the whole 

120  28.5 1095 1 26    

Middleton Half according to Field Book    1043 1 3 21614  34 

Commons at 1 ½ p acre          
Throckley according to Field Book    634 2 2    
Newlands & Whittonstall according to ditto    1870 3 4    
Wark & Elrington according to ditto    900 2 7    
Langley Barony according to ditto 8319 1 26       
To which add what was deducted out of  
   Inngrounds  

41 3 24       

   Short cast in Field Book   2 8361 1 19    
Meldon & appurt.s according to Field Book 550 2        
To which add Needlesshall Common deducted  
   out of Inngrounds 

394   944 2     

Alston Moore deduction out of the demesne &  
   inclosed lands 

   982 1 12    

Keswick Lake according to Field Book    464   14157 3 37 
          
Total of Comon & Inngrounds       35772  31 
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18 Aug 1738 Hugh Boag to James Wood 

 

             Ravensworth Castle  18th Aug. 1738 

To Mr James Wood 

 

Sir 

I have sent you a Kitt of Salmond from Berwick on Board the Endeavour 

Captain Stapan Master a Whitby Vessell. I wish it may prove good. 

 I am Sorry it was not Earlier in the Season but as I was circumstanced and some 

time I spent before a ship was ready to sail from that Port I could not send it sooner. 

Pray my Humble Service to your Sister Wood & all the Young Ladies that danc’d so 

well the last night  I was at your House. I return you many thanks for all favours I had 

when with you & pray my Hble Service to the Honest Doctor & good Mr Maul & Wife  

I am for Mr Walton & Self 

      Sr Your Hble Servt 

      Hugh Boag  

 

My Wife gives her Service to You & family. 

 

 

27 Aug 1738 Nicholas Walton to John Maule 

 

[Note: This refers to Isaac Thompson’s account for surveying the northern estates.] 

 

Ravensworth Castle  Aug 27. 1738 

To Mr John Maule 

 

Dear Sir 

 I was favoured with yours of the 19th Inst (Mr Boag being from home) for which 

I give you many thanks. The Quarterly Contingent Accot. shall come from hence as 

soon as Mr Boag & I are together that we can write a Joynt Letter therewith to the 

Board. 

 The undivided Lands in Corbridge amounting to 667 acres is all Inclosed & 

Improved Land, having been in various sort of Tillage time out of Mind, & therefore 

should be reckoned Inngrounds. All the Land in Corbridge lies either interspersed in 

Ridges, or what is no way divided, but all has been improv’d many years. There is 

besides Moor or Waist  belonging to Corbridge in which all the Freeholders have a 

right & the Duke of Somersett is Lord, and it was that Moor or Waist as well as the 

Inclosd land of Corbridge lying in Common or Ptnership wch we recommended to be 

divided. But you must observe that no Moore or Waist belonging to Corbridge was 

Surveyed. I hope this will Clear it up to you & that you will make your report so soon 

as you conveniently can, that Mr Thompson may be paid.  
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 I shall be very glad to hear of a Declaration of Accot. & do not doubt your 

readiness to forward the finishing our Affair, we are very happy in so kind a friend in 

it. I am very Glad to hear of the resolutions of the Board on which I Sincerely 

Congratulate you. I am also glad to hear Sir Charles Wager is upon the Recovery. I 

wish him Health as I doe you & all Friends & I am 

      Dear Sir your very much obliged Hble Servt 

      Nich. Walton 

 

 

29 Aug 1738 Nicholas Walton 

 

[Note: Not addressed, but possibly to the Hospital’s London attorney William Radley. 

The previous letter to which Walton refers is not in the Letter Book.] 

 

             Ravensworth Castle  August 29th. 1738 

Sir 

 I wrote you last Saturday Evening and therein desired you wou’d stop any 

proceedings against Mr Blackett for the Arrear of sams Island, as it was some time agoe 

pay’d to our Baliff Mr Bunting, who regularly accounted for it, as it has been by me to 

the Directors of Greenwich Hospital in an Accot. which we have settled with them to 

the 31 December last. The reason why I give you this trouble is that I’ve reced. a Coppy 

of your last letter to Mr Ellis wherein you say no Satisfaction will doe to you but the 

payment of the Arrear wch I again assure you has been payd by Mr Ellis & has been 

also regularly accounted for to the Directors of the Hospital. And as I apprehend it is 

the Interest of the Hospital not to proceed where there is actually no Debt due I beg 

you will Stop proceed[ing]s  Accordingly which will Oblige 

      Sir Your most Hble Servt 

      Nich. Walton 

 

 

29 Aug 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

             Ravensworth Castle  August 29th. 1738 

To Wm. Corbett Esqr 

 

Sir 

 Mr Boag having been abroad for about a Week. I have deferred answering your 

last Letter, and he is yet abroad tho’ expected him home yesterday Evening & by that 

means I cannot describe to you the Place at Darnhall where the Borer is to begin; he 

was with me last night & tells me he knows the place very well & as he has his full 

directions what to doe, will now loose no time, he has had a job to doe which kept him 

longer than he expected but being now entirely at your service he intends being at 

Darnhall next Monday Evening.  
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      He will want a Roll & Rope & about a dozen fir Deales, which are to be furnished at 

your Expence, I desire you will therefore order some peson there to furnish him with 

what he wants he will take care to be as frugall as he can. I have given himDirections if 

he meets with anything Worth  acquainting you with to write to you himselfe & to 

send me a Weekly accot. of the severall Soils and Metals he goes thro’, by which we 

shall judge of the Prospect. I heartily wish it may succeed. 

 Mr Boag having been abroad above a Week I cannot tell what is done further 

about the Lead Mine, but I expect it is taken for us at a Tenth Duty. It lyes about 60 or 

70 miles North from hence. Most certain it will be proper to have an Article of 

Partnership in order to regulate the Expence & to prevent any misunderstanding, 

which may happen, but I hope we never shall have any in that or any other Affair, 

however as an Article is absolutely necessary you shall have a Draught of a Ptnership 

Article sent you as soon as it can be done.  

      I am Sir, Yours &c 

      N.W. 

 

 

5 Sep 1738 Nicholas Walton to Joseph Pearson 

 

             Ravensworth Castle Sep. 5th. 1738 

To Mr Joseph Pearson 

 

Sir 

 I Reced. Yours relating the Waists at Keswick , wch I would have answered 

much sooner but that these Waists were let to another person some time before on 

much better Terms than the Gentleman you mentioned offered. 

 I propose being at Keswick some time next Week I think on Tuesday night & 

propose receiving the Rents at My Landlord Grave’s on Wednesday the 13th Inst. 

ag[ain]st which time unless you have orders to the contrary next post pray order all the 

Ten[ant]s to be ready with their Rents. 

 I desire you will have all your Disbursm[en]ts ready made up, with proper 

Vouchers to each Article. If you can give Mr King Notice I should be glad to see him at 

Keswick. I shall stay Wednesday & Thursday & am  Yours &c 

      Nich. Walton 

 

 

10 Sep 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

[Note: Contains a copy of C. Richardson’s bond – see W&B’s letter to William Corbett 

of August 11] 

             Ravensworth Castle Sep. 10th. 1738 

To William Corbett Esq. 
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Sir 

 We recd. yours with the Boards Minutes of the 26 August last and Mr Aireys bill 

of law charges amounting to Forty one pounds fourteen shill. And nine pence which 

shall be payd pursuant to the Boards commands. 

 We have waited upon Lawyer Gray to know what his Expectations are for the 

trouble he has had in the Hospitalls Affaires, but he is unwilling to name any thing, but 

desires the Directors may order whatever they think proper. He was Consulted in & 

drew the Bill to be brought into Parliament, overagain after he had perused that which 

we had drawn by Mr Radley & he also Corrected the Land Leases, & drew George 

Liddell Esqrs Lead Mine Lease in its first shape, & he has been Consulted by us on 

Severall Affaires besides relating the Hospitall. The Board were pleased to order the 

Business Mr Gray did with regard to the Bill, the Land Lease, & Lead Mine Lease 

themselves in which he had a food Deal of trouble & Spent a good deal of his time but 

the other Consultations have been trifling tho’ of great use for our Government. We 

think he may deserve twenty Guineas for the trouble he has had, but humbly submit it 

to the Consideration of the Board. 

 Inclosed is our Contingent payment for three Months ending 30 June last, 

amounting to £23.3.10 which we hope the Board will approve off.   Inclosed is our Cash 

Accot. also for last Month, on which remains a balance of £58-15-1 in the Hospitalls 

favour. And inclosed is allso a Coppy of a Bond Enterd into by C Ricardson & a Note to 

pay the damages he did by burning Mr Whitfields peats.  

 You will Observe, he Enters into a Bond under the Penalty of £80, quitting Claim 

to the disputable part of the Common in Alston Moore & setts forth the Boundary as it 

ought to be, but notwithstand[in]g that as his father is in poss[essi]on of the Estate 

under which he claimed the Bond he has given will we apprehend be of no use in 

strengthening the Hospitalls Title. We have Consulted Mr Grey on this Affair & he 

advises that the Hospitall may proceed in filing a Bill to perpetuate the Testimony to 

their boundary for that he is of opinion that Mr Ricardson will in his answer 

acknowledge the boundary in the manner it is described by his son which if he does 

will answer all the ends we propose by perpetuat[in]g the Evidence. 

       We are Sir Yours &c  NW & Boag 

 

 

Know all Men by these presents that I Christopher Richardson of Hexham in the 

County of Northumberland Gentleman am freely and firmly bound unto Thomas 

Whitefield of Clargill in the County of Cumberland Gentleman & Thomas Walton of 

the same place, Yeoman in Eighty Pounds of good & lawfull Money of Great Britain, to 

be paid unto the said Thos. Whitfield & Thos. Walton or to their certain Attorney, their 

Exe[cuto]rs & Adm[inistrato]rs   as Also <…….> such payment well & truly to be made, 

I oblige myself <…..> Heirs Exec[uto]rs & Adm[inistrato]rs firmly by these presents, 

Sealed wth my seal dated the Twenty first day of August in the twelfth year of the 

Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Second by the Grace of God of Great Britain  
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France & Ireland, King Defender of the faith and so forth, and in the Year of our Lord 

One Thousand Seven Hundred and Thirty Eight. 

 

The Condition of the above written Obligation is such that if the above bounden 

Christopher Richardson, his Heirs of Assigns, or any other Person or Persons 

whatsoever by his means Consent privity or procurement do or shall at any time or 

times for ever here after hinder Molest, trouble, disturb or cause or procure to ge 

hindered, molested troubled or disturbed the above named Thomas Whitfield and 

Thomas Walton, their Heirs Execrs. Admrs. Tennants, Servants and Assigns in their 

either or any of their full peaceable and quiet Enjoyment and advantage of their either 

or any of their Severall  right or rights, Title and privilidges of Common & Common of 

Pasture Drift Heath Turbary Peat Mosses and Digging of Peats Ling Coales Limestones 

Slates and Free and other Stones and all and singular other benefits and advantages 

whatsoever heretofore used & Enjoy’d in and upon a Certain Heath Common or Waist 

Ground scituate and being on the East & South East sides of Aleburn by the name or 

Names of Washpoule mease Slates Cleugh Mease Thach Cleugh hill Force Tongue and 

so to Long Cleugh head in the Manour of Alston Moore in the County of Cumberland 

That then and in such case the above Written Obligation shall be and remain in full 

force Effect & Vertue. 

      Sealed and Delivered being first duty stamp’d in the presence of us  

      Cuthbert <Lee>  John Goss 

 

August 21. 1738 I promise to pay unto Thomas Whitfield Esquire and Thomas Walton 

The Sume of Forty Shillings upon demand in Satisfaction of the damage receiv’d from 

me in burning their or the one of their Peats on the Seventeenth day of July last past  

Winess my hand  

       C. Ricardson [sic] 

Witness hereof Thos. Lambert Cuthbert <Lile> 

 

 

11 Sep 1738 Nicholas Walton to John Pye 

 

             Ravensworth Castle Sep. 11th. 1738 

Mr Jno. Pye 

 

Sir 

 Mr Francis Anderson late of Alnwick dyed considerably in debt to the 

Commissioners of Greenwich Hospital for Rent of a part of the Derwentwater estate, 

which being due to the Crown we apprehend is a Debt of as high a nature as any he 

cou’d dye in & Consequently we Suppose, no Objection will be made to our taking 

Adminsitration as Principal Cred[ito]rs. 

 We are both obliged to be abroad for about 10 days, & least any person should 

make application for administration in that time we give you the trouble of this, desire 
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you will be so kind as putt a stop thereto till our returne, & in the meantime beg the 

favour of you, to give us a line to meet us here at our returne wch will be about the 

18th Inst advising when we may wait upon you to take the sd. Administration which 

will greatly Oblige  

      Sir Your most Hble Servts 

      Nich. Walton 

      Hugh Boag   

 

 

26 Sep 1738 Nicholas Walton to Cuthbert Constable 

 

[Note: Contains a copy of the Greenwich Hospital Board’s Minutes of September 21st, 

1783, sent to Cuthbert Constable by William Corbett, with a copy of Corbett’s covering 

letter.  See note in W&B’s letter to Corbett of August 11th 1738.] 

 

Sir 

The Inclosed came to my hand last post with orders to send them to you by a 

Carefull hand. I therefore send the Bearer by whom you will please to Acknowledge 

the Receipt of them from me, and be pleased either to give Mr Corbetts Letter an 

Answer by him or by post. 

I am Sr Your most Hble servt 

Nicholas Walton 

 

September 26. 1738 

 

 

A Copy of the Boards Minutes Sent Cuthbt. Constable Esqr  

 

At a Generall Court for Greenwich Hospittall held at the Admi[ral]ty Office the 21 Sept 

1738 

Present 

The Right Honble Sr Charles Wager Knight  

Honble Lord Vere Beauclerk, Honble Sr Thomas Frankland 

Mr Haddock 

Mr Bell 

Sr Charles Hardy 

Sr Jacob Acworth 

Mr Baxter 

Mr Hunter 

Mr Pearse 

Doctor Cockburn 

Mr Allix 

Mr Fawler 
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Mr Corbett 

Mr <Seawall> 

Capt Vanbrugh 

 

Resolved that the Secretary do give notice this day in the stance of the Com[missioner]s 

to the Respective Mortgagees and Incumbrancees upon the Derwentwater estate, that if 

they are willing to accept of 4 per Cent per Annum Interest from Ladyday next and to 

receive their principall money or any part thereof not less than £1000 in a paymnt at 

any time without insisting on the usual notice,the Com[missioner]s are willing to agree 

with them on these Terms – but if they are not satisfy’d with that Interest and upon 

these terms which are the Conditions offered by the Bank of England he is then to give 

them warning that the Commissione]rs will pay them off at Lady day next Ensuing, or 

at any time before that they shall Desire, and that no Interest shall be paid or 

Continued after that time. 

      By Command of the Comm[issioner]s 

      A true Copy Wm Corbett 

 

 

Copy of Wm Corbett Esqrs Letter To Cuth.Constable Esqr 

 

Sir 

 By order of the Com[missioner]s of Greenwich Hospitall this day assembled at a 

General Court Inclosed I send you a Copy of the Resolution they are come unto, in 

relation to the Mortgages and Incumbrances on the Derwentwater Estate and in 

obedience thereto, I am to acquaint you that if you are willing to accept of £4 per cent 

per annum interest on £5,900 owing to you from the Derwentwater estate from 

Ladyday next, and to receive your principal money or any part thereof not less than 

£1000 in a payment, at any time without insisting on the usual notice, The 

Commissioners are willing to agree with you on these Terms, but if you should not be 

satisfyd with that interest and upon these terms, which are the conditions offered by 

the Bank of England I am to give you Notice, as I hereby doe, that the said Com.ers will 

pay off your Debt and Interest at ladyday next ensuing, or at any time before if you 

shall desire it, and that no interest will be paid or continued after that time. I pray the 

favour of your answer in writing and am 

      Sr Yr most hble servt 

      Wm Corbett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents


TNA ADM 66/106 Greenwich Hospital Northern Receiver Letters 1737-41 tbc 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dukesfield Smelters and Carriers Project         Dukesfield Documents 

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents          Page  112
  

29 Sep 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

            Ravensworth Castle September. 29. 1738 

Wm.Corbett Esq 

 

Sir, 

 I Reced. yours of the 21st Inst Inclosing me the Board Minutes at Salters Hall the 

20th & those of a General Court at Greenwich the 21st Inst, & also your letter to 

Cuthbert Constable Esqr Inclosing the Minute relating paying off the Incumbrances on 

the Derwentwater Estate, which I sent by a Special messenger to Mr Constable, who 

will I expect returne this evening. 

 I was at Keswick the 15 inst & 16th receiving the half years Rent of the Demesne 

Lands due at Last Penticost, but found Phineas Mark the Farmer of the Tolls had been 

broke and gone off a week before. There was due from him last Mayday £7-10-0 & will 

be due next Mart[inmas] the like, and 20 shillings for Rent of a shop, parts of which 

will be lost. I have taken care to secure all I can, & I hope the Loss will not be great. 

 I find the Tennants within the mannor of Derwentwater Castleridge & 

Thornthwait Expect a call will be made upon them for the Rents and fines due from the 

Customary & Arbitrary estates, but before expect a Court  will be held, to Admitt them 

Tennants to the King, which to be sure is necessary before the fines are payd. We 

presume a fine was due and now is due on the Death of James late Earl of 

Derwentwater & there is allso Fines due on the death of the Tennants and on severall  

Aleanations, but in the first a dispute is raised by the Tennants who say there can be no 

fine due as the Earl did not die a natural death. This I think is an idle objection & to be 

sure will not doe in Law however it wou’d not be amiss if the Directors think proper to 

take an opinion from the Attorney Generall upon it, & afterwards they will be pleased 

to give us the necessary directions for holding the Courts & receiving the Rents and 

fines. 

      I am Sir Yrs &c 

      Nich. Walton 

 

 

To Mr Nicholas Walton 

 

Sir 

Yrs with the two Inclosed I recd. for Mr Constable this night in Bed half an hour after 

Eleven. 

Gerd. Shelton 

 

Burton Constable Sep the 27th. 1738 

Witness Richd. Morrison 
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6 Oct 1738 Nicholas Walton to Richard Greive 

 

              Ravensworth Castle Octo. 6. 1738 

To Mr Richard Greive at Alnwick 

 

Sir 

      We were at Durham this week & took the administration to Mr Fran[cis] Anderson. 

The letters of Administration are in our hands which we apprehend are not necessary 

to be sent you, but if it is necessary for you to have them pray lett us know and they 

shall be sent you. The Accot. between Mr Anderson and us you have by you, the 

Ballance whereof is £53.16.10 wch we hope there’s no doubt of securing, in order for 

which we desire you will take the necessary steps for us as Administrators not only to 

Secure our Debt but that we may give a just accot. of the Effects to the other Cred[itor]s 

and in all things that is necessary wth regard to this Administration please to at for us 

& youll therein much oblige  

      Sir Yrs &c 

      Nich. Walton & HB 

 

 

8 Oct 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

       Ravensworth Castle Octo. 8. 1738 

To William Corbett  Esqr 

 

Sir 

 We acquainted you that we had sent your Letter & the Boards Minute to Mr 

Constable by a special messenger, who returned with Mr Constables answer 

acknowledging the recet. thereof, in which Letter he acquaints us that he had wrote to 

you his answer in relation to that Affair, with which we thought proper to acquaint 

you. 

 The Tennants are quite out of patience for want of their Leases & most of ‘em 

think they will never have any, it is realy a great inconvenience to us in the 

management & a great Loss to the Tennants who are unwilling to goe on with their 

Improvements till they are on what they call a certainty by having their Leases. We 

would be glad to see them putt forw[ar]d  & are Sir 

      Yours &c 

      Walton & Boag 

 

 

8 Oct 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

             Ravensworth Castle Octo. 8. 1738 

To William Corbett Esqr 
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Sir 

 Yours of the 26 & 29 Ulto. Came to hand in course & John Rawlings Accot of 

Boreing at Darnhall of the 27 In like manner.  

 The latter part of the Boreing where the metals are found to be harder are more 

encouraging than the former, yett there is one thing which is very uncommon & that is 

their not meeting with any water in the severall Stratas they have gone thro’ the 

Consequence of which will be we are afraid that when the Come to water, it will be a 

Salt Spring. It is true a Bed of Coall may not withstanding be below it, but if a Salt 

Spring is met with , it is discouraging nevertheless we have this day received our 

directions to the Borer to goe onto the length of 80 yards or 40 Fathoms. We have 

Conformable to that direction sent him more Bore rodds to finish this Work.  

 We observe what you say in relation to a Horse for your own riding & will 

contridict the first orders you gave about it. 

 Mr Boag has wrote a second Letter about the Lead Mine, but has had no answer 

when he has you shall be imediately  acquainted with it by  

      Sir Yours &c 

      Walton & Boag 

 

 

8 Oct 1738 Nicholas Walton to Mr Rawling 

 

             Ravensworth Castle Octo. 8th. 1738 

Mr Rawling 

 Yours of the 27 September last came to hand in course, which we would have 

answered sooner, but that there was no reason to Contradict the former Error you had 

in relation to the boreing at Darnhall, you must therefore pursue the former order you 

had that is to bore to the Length of 40 Fathom whether you meet wth a Salt Spring or 

not, it is Surprizing you have meet with no Water in boreing 26 Fathom. 

 As to the method proposed by Mr Paynter for finding the Brazen Trough, we 

can say nothing more to it than this, that it is our opinion it is the cheapest way to Bore 

for it & most certain is the most likely to find it for a Drift may be too high or too low & 

cannot be done we think at a Low Expence. You may therefore let Mr Corbetts Steward 

know that we are of opinion it shoud be done in the way we propose & unless you find 

it necessary we would avoid the Expence of the Drift you propose for Getting of the 

Water at the Wood work as it may be done by a small Open Cast. 

 We wish you Success & are  Your Hble Ser[vants] 

Walton & Boag 

 

PS 

The Bore rodds were sent away by your Bro[ther] last Wednesday – If the great Cheese 

I markd at Mr John Paynters be not either stolen, strayd,  or conveyed pray forward it 

in some way. 
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Pray give my service to Mr Pickmoore & his Wife. 

 

 

17 Oct 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

              Rav. Castle Octo. 17th 1738 

To Wm Corbett Esqr 

 

Sir 

      Inclosed is an accot. of Agreem[en]ts made with Sev[eral] workmen for further 

Repaires on the Derwentwater Estate amounting to £860 – which we hope the Board 

will confirm, the greatest part whereof we hope will be got done this year. 

      Inclosed is our cash accot. for last month by which you will please to observe their 

[sic] is a ballance in our favour of £113.3.4. 

      We reced. the Boards Minutes of the 11th Inst and observe the contents  we are 

      Sr Your very Hble Servts 

      HB & NW 

 

 

13 Nov 1738 Nicholas Walton to Ralph Readhead 

 

              Rav. Castle Nov 13. 1738 

Mr Readhead 

 On the other side is an accot. of what Fee Farm Rents are due from the Sev[era]l 

Gentlemen at Longframlington Michaelmass 1738 which we Desire youll Receive for 

us, and for which we have Inclosed you Receipts which you will deliver them upon the 

paym[en]t and not before. 

 Please to observe they are Due to the Com[missione]rs of Greenwich Hospital, 

and if Roger and John Wardell does not pay punctually let us know immediately, for 

we intend to bring Exchequer Writts against them directly. The fourpences for the 

Acquittances you may take to your self for your Trouble, and if you have any further 

Claim upon us for that trouble, we will Satisfye you. We desire you will send the 

money by our Carrier, or any other sure hand, and are  

      Yr. hble Servts 

       N:W  H:B 

 

Due from Sevll persons for Fee Farm Rents for Lands in Longframlington as follows 

viz. 

 

 Roger Wardell 

For an Arrear due Mart. 1734 in the late Receivers time  £  -  10  -  0 

For 1 years Rent due Mich. 1736         -  10  -  0 
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For 1 years Rent due Mich. 1737         -  10  -  0 

For 1 years Rent due Mich. 1738         -  10  -  0 

 4 Acquittances          -    1  -  4  

           £2 – 1 – 4  

 John Wardell 

For an Arrear due Mart. 1734 in the late Receivers time   £  -  10  -  0 

For 1 year due Mich. 1738          -  10  -  0 

 2 Acquittances           -    0  -  8 

           £1 – 0 – 8 

      John Fenwick Esqr. 

For 1 year due Mich. 1738          -  10  -  0 

 1 Acquittance           -    0  -  4 

           £0 – 10 – 4 

 Wm. Wilson 

For 1 year due Mich. 1738          -  10  -  0 

 1 Acquittance           -    0  -  4 

           £0 – 10 – 4 

           £4 –   2 – 8  

 

 

14 Nov 1738 Nicholas Walton to Rutherford Gibson Redpath 

 

              Rav. Castle Novemb 14th. 1738 

 

To Messrs Rutherford Gibson & Redpath at Scremerston 

 

Gentlemen 

 We have Considered the Affaire ab[ou]t Scremerston Colliery & that the best & 

Surest way to Extinguish the Fire is to open a Stapple upon Berwick Levell where there 

is Close Drift & Dam it up with wood & drown both Collierys for some time. We hope 

that the Mayor of Berwick will not be against this as Berwick Colliery is on fire also. 

 We desire you will lose no time in getting this done as you said you can worke 

none till the fire is Extinguished your Complyance with this will Ingage us  to 

Recommend you as Sufferers to the Com[missione]rs. We are  Gentlemen   Your most 

Hmble Servts 

      Nich. Walton 

      Hugh Boag 
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14 Nov 1738 Nicholas Walton to Abraham Bunting 

 

              Rav. Castle 14th Nov.1738 

To Mr A Bunting at Hexham 

 

Mr Bunting 

      We recd. Yrs of the 1st Inst as to Jno.Bell. Did he not say when at Newcastle when 

Howdon & others Turn’d T<n[an]t> that he would not nor did not Expect any 

satisfaction but that of Entring next Mayday without Disturbance & by yours Claims 

£15. 

      As to Wm. Elliott wh. we were at the Courts he Complained he had none of the 

Worke & then desired that he might have the Repair of his own & then he was told 

<that>  he might but that it could not be done before next year, to wch he Replyed that 

he would take it as it was Computed & as he wanted worke would be doeing it & seek 

no money till next year. Pray Discharge him from pretending to lett Houses at his 

pleasure or Medling this winter. 

      Inclosed is a List of Several fee farm & other small Debts Amounting to £45:9:4 

which we Desire you will Collect & bring to Newcastle on a Thursday when you will 

find both or one of us . we are  

      Yr Humble Servts 

      N Walton H Boag 

 

 

16 Nov 1738 Nicholas Walton to Mr Jeffers 

 

             Ravensworth Castle 16 Novemb. 1738 

To Mr Jeffers, Attorney at Law in Berwick 

 

Sir 

 Mr Ancrum our tenant at Scremerston writes us that Mrs Orde (for whom we 

perceive you are Concerned) has serv’d a Citation upon him for the Nonpaym[en]t of 

Tyth Woole. 

 We apprehend the Dispute to be whether Mr Ancrum is Obliged to pay that 

Tyth as it has been the Custom time out of mind, or that he shall pay a Rate fix’d by 

Mrs Ord upon every Tenth fleece of wool wch was due for sheep sold before the 

shearing time. Mr Ancrum is ready to pay what we apprehend is right & we do assure 

you nothing else shall be done by us that may create a dispute, yet as the rights of the 

Hospital is Concernd in it we must defend, but we hope you will prevent it by an 

amicable accomodation.   

 We are unwilling to stir up any ill Blood , that may occation any dispute wth 

Mrs Ord, but we cannot but observe an irregularity in her drawing Tyth hay in 

Scremmerston this year, which may probably occation one, And we are  

      Sir, Yr. most Humble Servts 
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      Nichos. Walton  Hugh Boag 

 

 

16 Nov 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

             Ravensworth Castle Nov. 16. 1738 

To Mr Wm Corbett 

 

Sir 

 We received yours with the Boards Minutes of the 28th of October last and also 

those of the 1st of November Inst. and Mr Aynesleys bill of Law charges which shall be 

paid at our first oportunity and the severall orders of the Board shall be duely 

Executed. 

 Inclosed we send you our Accot. for last Month on which remaind a Balance of 

Five Hundred & Seventy Two pounds fifteen shillings & ninepence three farthings in 

favour of the Hospital. We have recd. severall sums since the End of last Month which 

enables us to send this day to Mr Wood the Deputy Treasurer Bills for One Thousand 

pounds for the use of the Hospital. 

 Inclosed is Mr Stephenson Moore Masters Accot. of Ore raisd in Alston moore in 

the Quarter ending at Michaelmas last wth the number of Mines at Work & proceeding 

to by levels, and allso  the number of hands Imployd. You have also Inclosed his Accot. 

of Mines  not at Work at Michaelmas last. 

 Scremerston Colliery has formerly been wrought so near the surface that by 

some accident the seam of Coale has been on fire many years, wch of late years by the 

opening of a number of pitts, & admitting of Aire, has Increased, & is at present to that 

degree as to lay the workmen off work and unless some expedient is found the 

Collierys will inevitably be destroyed. We have given direction to stop the present 

Levell wch conveys the water from the colliery, by which means we hope the cavitys 

may be all filld with water and the fire may be extinguishd, but if that is not effectuall, 

a new Winning must be begun immediately. The Undertakers or present Tennants 

have been and are great sufferers wch Induces us to recommend them to the favour of 

the Hospital & we are 

Sr your most Obed. Hble Servts 

NiW  HB 

 

[The quarterly account referred to can be found, with others, in the spreadsheet entitled 

‘TNA 66 106 Alston Moor dues tables’ available to download from The National 

Archives page elsewhere in this website] 
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16 Nov 1738 Nicholas Walton to James Wood 

 

Ravensworth Castle Nov. 16. 1738 

To Mr James Wood, [Deptford] 

 

Jas Colliers prom[isor]y Note to Mr Silvester Esqr dated 11 July last           £100  0  0 

A French bill on Peter Flower dated 11 Oct [inst] for         300  0  0 

Jane Watsons bill on Messrs Neal & Co. dated 5 Oct  <O Sa Co.ds>  207  8  0 

Do’s on Messrs Robt Dillon dated 18 Do. 40 days               113  5  4 

Samuell Arthurs Do. on Samuel Phillips dated 3 Nov at 15 days    15  0  0  

Do’s Do. on Edwd Halsey  dated 4 Do. at 20 days                  75  0  0 

Do’s Do. on Wm Fisher dated 4 Do. at 20 days                     71  5  0 

Geo Blacks Do. on Robt Willson dated 7 Do. at 28 days            20  0  0 

Nich Waltons Do. on Benja Skutt dated 16 Do. at 28 days          98  1  8 

                                                                       £1000  0  0 

 

Dr Sir 

 Above is a List of prom[isor]y Notes & Bills amounting to One Thousand 

pounds on Accot of the Rents of the Derwentwater Estate, for which we have made you 

Dt this day. Pray present our best Services to all friends & we hope you will accept of 

the same from , Dr Sir 

      Your most Hble Servts  

      Nich Walton Hugh Boag 

 

 

16 Nov 1738 Nicholas Walton to Cuthbert Constable 

 

             Ravensworth Castle Nov. 16. 1738 

Sir 

The Inclosed came to us some time agoe when we were going upon a Collection 

of the Derwentwater Rents and being then in hurry it was mislaid and neglected . We 

therefore send you it Inclosed & beg you will give an immediate answer to Mr Corbett 

with regard to the Securities as Copies of emwill be wanted. We hope you will pardon 

this omission in us who are, Sir 

Your most Obed. Hble Serts 

Nich Walton  Hugh Boag 

 

A Coppy of Wm Corbett Esqrs Lre to Cutht. Constable Esqr. The Original sent Mr 

Constable 16 Nov. 1738 

 

Sir 

 I have communicated your Letter of the 29th of September last to the Board of 

Dirctors of Greenwich Hospitall, who have order’d me to acquaint you, that agreeable 
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to your desire your Debt of £5900, on the Derwentwater Estate, will be pay’d off at 

Lady day next with the Interst that will then be due thereon. The Directors desire you 

will please to order the Securities you have for the said Debt to be laid before His 

Majes[ty’s]  Attorney or Sollicitor Generall, or Lett the Comm[issioners] have Coppys 

of them who will pay the Charges attending the same, in order to prepare proper 

Assignments thereof.  

I am Sir Your most Hble Sert. 

Will Corbett 

 

 

19 Nov 1738 Nicholas Walton to Joseph Pearson 

 

            Ravensworth Castle Novemb. 19th: 1738 

To Mr Joseph Pearson 

 

Dear Sir 

      I Reced yours of the 24th October last with your Rece[ipt]s which were wanting 

when I was at Keswick & John Pearson’s Rece[ip]ts which I had omitted signing the 

latter I have returned herein Inclosed to you signed by me. 

      I am glad to hear you have let the Tolls so well to be sure what Charges you are at 

upon that Accot as I hope they will be moderate must be allowed you when we come 

to Keswick. You may let the Smith make a Beam for the Farmer of the Tolls if he can 

doe it for 8 or 9 shillings; but let it be as good as can be made for the money. 

      I am Yours  &c 

      NW 

 

 

24 Nov 1738 Nicholas Walton to John Maule 

 

Ravensworth Castle Nov. 24 1738 

To Mr John Maule at Greenwich 

 

Dear Sr 

 We have not sent our last Quarterly Contingent Accot. expecting you would 

have desired Mr Willock to have sent it us first as you did for the last Quarter, which is 

the reason we have not yet sent it. Please therefore to give us a sketch of it. 

 We hope you now & then put the auditor in mind of our Accot. it’s a long time 

since it was settled and its now within a little time of this years accot. comming to his 

hands, which accot. we must depend upon good Mr Maule  & Mr Willock to settle for 

us for us [sic] for which we will be very gratefull   we are 

       Dear Sir Your Hble Serts.  NW, HB 
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24 Nov 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Radley 

 

             Ravensworth Castle Nov. 24. 1738 

To Mr Wm Radley, Attorney at Law 

 

Sir 

 We Reced. yours of the 18 Inst & in answer thereto we find Mr Wood made 

application to us before he gave answer to the Citation at the Court of Durham, & we 

also find we gave him reason to hope the Hospitall would Support him in it, nay we 

find a Petition was laid before the board by Mr Wood before we were appointed 

Receivers. 

 Upon Mr Woods application to us we laid the Affair before the Board & 

acquainted them from time to time with the proceedings as farr as we knew, and after 

they had made many Enquirys into the same; approved of the Countenance we had 

given Mr Wood. After Mr Airey was deputed Court keeper, he was advised with upon 

it, who advised it would be proper to remove the Suit into the Ecclesiastical Court of 

York, in case Mr Wood was defeated at Durham, which happening to be our case, the 

same was laid before the Board, who directed that the Suit shoud be removed 

according as Mr Airey advised. These Facts will appear from our Letters and the 

Boards Minutes, from which we apprehend , and always understood it was 

intendedthat the Hospitall should bear the whole Expence of this Suit, for had it not 

been from the Intention of Supporting the Hospitals right, Mr Wood most certainly 

would have Compounded it. We are Surprized a prohibition has not been obtained, as 

Dr Brathwait of York who knew the practice well is positive in his opinion, that it 

might have been obtained Easily. 

 Mr Elstobs Estate lyes near Malton in Yorkshire, but we cannot be informed of 

the name of it, or exactly where it lyes, but we suppose the Sherrif will have no 

difficulty in finding of it; if it is necessary we will readily make further Enquiry. 

 Our Speaking or Writing to Milburne Fothers relating the disturbance given to 

James Dodds the Tennant of Highgreen Colliery, will be of no Consequence, for we 

have repeatedly done it, & have actually turn’d them of Work by force, yet they have 

begun again, & will not regard any thing of that kind; therefore it is highly necessary 

for you to write to them in as Sharp Terms as you can. It should be a joynt Letter 

Directed to Wm Milburne at Highgreen in Ridsdale Northumberland & you may send 

it to us if you please as we shall take Care to forw’d it. 

 We should be glad to hear something of the Tennants Leases, as the want of the, 

makes the Tennants& us very uneasie & we are 

       Dr Sir Your most Obd. Sers. 

        Walton & Boag 
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28 Nov 1738 Nicholas Walton to James Wood 

 

             Ravensworth Castle Nov. 28. 1738 

To Mr Wood at Greenwich 

 

Dr Sir 

 I had the favours of yours with Mr Samuel Arthurs bill on Sam Philips dated 3 

Nov Inst for fifteen pounds Inclosed & Yesterday I sent a Messenger on Purpose to Mr 

Arthur; who tells me he has had a Letter from Mr Phillips & that he has wrote to him 

again about the paymt.of the bill from which he apprehends it will Certainly be payd. I 

have therefore herein returned you it, & hope you will have no other trouble with it 

than sending for the Money again. He allso writes me he has taken care that his other 

Draughts will be payd punctually. Mr Boag is from home, but is I dare say much at 

your service & you may be assured I am the same to you & yours, & beg to be 

Esteemed.  Please Pray my kind service to Mr  Maule Mr Horn & all friends w[he]n 

you’ve an opportunity of se[ei]ng ‘em.   Dr Sr  

      Your most  Obed. Hble Sert. 

      Nich Walton 

 

 

1 Dec 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

             Ravensworth Castle Dec. 1. 1738 

To Mr Wm Corbett Esqr 

 

Sir 

 We were favoured with yours of the 21 Novr. Inst with the Boards Minutes of 

that date whereby we Observe the Colonels & Doctor Lowthers Lease of the Lead 

mines was that day Executed, which we are very glad to hear and hope the Leases of 

the tenants will soon follow. 

 Inclosed we send you our Quarterly Accot. of Contingent payments Ending last 

Michaelmas which we desire you will be pleased to lay before the Board for their 

Concurrence who we hope will approve thereof and are 

      Sr Your most Obedt. Hble Srvts. 

      NW & HB 

 

Mem. The Contingt accot sent inclosed in this amounted to £28.2.0 ending Mich. 1738 

 

 

1 Dec 1738 Nicholas Walton to James Wood 

 

             Ravensworth Castle Dec. 1. 1738 

To Mr James Wood 
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Sir 

      Mr Arthur was with us yesterday acquainting us that his bill on Wm Fisher dated 

the 4th Ult and payable at 20 days will not be paid, for which reason have above drawn 

on Mr Shutt for Seventy One pound five shillings the value thereof payable to you at 

ten days dat, which will be paid punctually, pray returne us Arthurs bill for £71-5- and 

acknowledge the above in Lieu thereof. Our complements attend your familly and all 

friends at Greenwich &c and we are 

      Dr Sr Your most Hble Serts NW & HB 

 

 

Dr Sir 

Ten dayes after date pray pay Mr james Wood or his order Seventy One pounds five 

shillings value recd. and place it to Sr Henry Liddell Bart.Accot. as advised by Sr Your 

very Hble Sert.   N Walton 

To Mr Benj. Shutt at Mr Spuretts upholsterer in Bedford Court Covent Garden London 

 

 

3 Dec 1738 Nicholas Walton to George Liddell 

 

             Ravensworth Castle Dec 3rd 1738 

To George Liddell Esq 

 

Hond. Sir 

 In answer to yours of the 26th Inst we yesterday waited upon Mr Airey and 

acquainted him with what you wrote, relating the severall ways proposed for 

dispatching the Tenants Leases on the Derwentwater Estate for as he is not only a judge 

of any Inconveniences that might Attend some of the Methods proposed, but in 

expectation of having a Share of the profits we thought it very proper to have his 

advise. 

 It is quite equall to us where they are drawn, provided they are done equally 

advantagious to the Hospital, with equall expedition & at the same expence but we are 

apprehensive none of these points will be so well executed at London as here, nay the 

Draughts must inevitably all be done here, if they are allowed to be Ingrossed in 

London, And that will loose a great deal of time. As to the printing of them, we are all 

of opinion it cannot be done as there is various circumstances in the severall farmes 

which will differ so as no blanks can be left to answer them. 

 The proffits which may arise from the Tenants leases Mr Airey and we have 

agreed upon and as Mr Corbetts Clerk Mr Horne expects and must have a share the 

whole as we have fixed it, provided Mr Radley & Mr Horne agrees thereto will be in 5 

shares vizt Mr Airey, Mr Radley, & Mr Horne each one & we to have two shares, We 

dare venture to say there will be no comparison between the Expence of Drawing in 

London & the Country, & it is scarce to be disputed, but the Country will be much the 

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents


TNA ADM 66/106 Greenwich Hospital Northern Receiver Letters 1737-41 tbc 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dukesfield Smelters and Carriers Project         Dukesfield Documents 

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents          Page  124
  

Cheaper, & as we will take care to have ‘em done in the Cheapest way, we hope Mr 

Radley will come into it & allow them to be done here. 

 We hope at the last Boards meeting this affair would not be fixed & that you will 

have an opportunity of carrying it in our favour as it will be an Advantage to 

everybody except Mr Radley in whose place if you carry it Mr Airey then will stand. 

And it will besides be a great satisfaction to us to have an opportunity of seeing them 

despatched with as much expedition as the nature of the thing will allow of. 

 We were very glad to hear you got well with all your Company to London & 

that you had so fine weather and roads. We doubt Sr Henry will have the Reverse as 

you have had so much wett to the southward. We hope the George is now in good way 

of proceeding on her voyage as the winds have been West & No. West since yesterday 

morning & we are,  

      Hon Sir Your Obed. Servts 

      N Walton H Boag 

 

 

Ravensworth Castle Dec. 3d . 1738 

 

A Copy of the Attorney & Solicitor generals Opinion about the Derwentwater 

Leadmine Lease 26 Oct 1738 

 We have perused this draught and the Acts of Parliament proposal, Sign 

Manuels and Resolutions of the gen Court referrd to our consideration, And we are of 

Oppinion that the Draught is conformable to the Directions of the Act of Parliamt. in all  

the particulars thereby required and the covenants therein incerted are proper so farr 

as falls within the reach of our judgement, And we likewise think it is agreeable to the 

proposal, AnExcept that no Notice is taken in the Draught of that part of the proposal 

which relates to the Lessees purchasing the Duty Ore but we have not incerted any 

Clause for that purpose as not knowing whether it will be for the Intrest of the 

Hospital, or upon what Terms it is to be effected. But whether the Dues herein reserved 

are the best that can reasonably be gotten or whether so extensive a Lease is most for 

the Intrest of the Estate, or whether there are all the covenants from the Lessees that the 

Nature of these leases requires in the Severall Countrys where the Mines Lie ( as they 

are matter no way within our knowledge) we cannot take upon us to Determine, and 

therefore can give no opinion whether in these respects it is advisable for the 

Commiss[ion]ers to Grant this Lease or Not. 

      D. Ryder J. Strange 

 

 

Here follows the Q[ue]r[ie]s made by the Director to the Att[orne]y & Sol[icitor] 

General’s opinion on the foregoing side. 

 

      The Directors of Greenwich Hospital having the Opinion of Mr Att. And Mr 

Solicitor Generals upon the Lease &c, And being desirous to lay the same before a 
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General Court to be held on the 16th in such manner as may give Intire Satisfaction to 

the Court will take it as a favour to be Inform’d whether the Doubts Expressed in the 

sd. Opinion proceed from any Difficulty Mr Att. & Mr Sollistor General may have of 

Approving what is proposed to be done by the Genl. Court as in any degree contrary to 

their judgement or merely from a Caution of not giving an Opinion in Matters which 

are of such a nature as it is Impossable  to suppose they they can be versed in, and 

Unreasonable to expect any posative opinion upon. 

 

Answer 

The Doubts Expressed in our Opinion did not proceed from any Difficulty we had 

from Approving what is proposed to be done by the Genl. Court as in any Degree 

contrary to our judgements. But the Question put to us by the Resolution of the 29 Sept 

last being whether [underscored: ‘upon consideration of the whole’] the Lease 

proposed was advisable for the Commiss[ioner]s to grant, We thought it proper upon 

so Complicated a question to Distinguish between what fell within the Compass of our 

profession and not, And the Doubts now Inquired after arose from our Caution in not 

giving an opinion in matters which from their nature we could not possably be 

supposed to be versed in, or give any positive opinion upon. 

      D: Ryder  J: Strange  

3rd Nov 1738 

 

 

3 Dec 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

             Ravensworth Castle Dec. 3. 1738 

To Wm Corbett Esq. 

 

Sir 

 Inclosed herein we send you our Cash Accot. for last Month, on which remins a 

Balance of Seventy pounds Nineteen shillings & sixpence halfpenny in favour of the 

Hospitall.  

 As the Collonels Lead Mine Lease is now out of the way we should be glad to 

have the pleasure of seeing the Tennants Leases putt forward as the great number of 

them will take up a good deale of time & we are, Sir Yours &c 

       Walton & Boag 

 

 

3 Dec 1738 Nicholas Walton to Richard Horne 

 

             Ravensworth Castle Dec. 3. 1738 

To Mr Horne 

 

Dr Sir 
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 Inclosed herein we send you a Coppy of our Letter to Mr Radley of this date, in 

which you being equally concerned, we desire you will consider it jointly with him & 

lett us know your thoughts thereon, & as you see occasion we hope you’ll make use of 

your friends at the Board in what appears of the mutuall benefit. 

 We have now prepared a Draught of the Lead Mine Lease to send our friend in 

Scotland for the usual, a Coppy whereof shall be sent Mr Corbett by next postor the 

post afterwards. If we gett it accomplished in the way it is intended & the mine be 

worth anything the Low Duty will make us all great. Besides you will not observe so 

strict covenants and [Cott] & his ptners are subt [enants ?] to us in Alston Moore. It is 

made as advantageous to us as is possible. 

 Out joynt Complements attend Mr Corbett & his family, who pray acquaint with 

the progress the intended Lead Mine Lease is making into No. Britain. It goes away on 

Tuesday next. And we drsire you will present our services to all friends & to your 

family in particular & we are Dr Sr  

      Yours &c  W & Boag. 

 

 

3 Dec 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Radley 

 

              Ravensworth Castle Dec.3. 1738 

To Mr Wm Radley 

 

Dear Sir 

 As the Collonels Lead Mine Lease is now Executed, we hope will open a way for 

the poor Tennants Leases soon to follow. They have been in great agonie about them 

and many never expect to see one in this part of the world. However as we hope they 

will soon be convinced to the contrary, we think proper to order for their dispatch, to 

lay before you the following proposal, whereby we hope, the greatest dispatch will be 

made, & the greatest profits accrue to us all. 

 We have been informed it has been proposed, to have all these Leases print’d, & 

to leave blanks for the Pcells, and different covenants, a thing which we can no way 

think practicable, for it is impossible to doe it unless all circumstances of Farmes were 

alike, which cannot be supposed to be the case in an Estate so very Extensive as the 

Derwentwater Estate is, for it is well known that even in Estates, even joyning one 

upon another the customs differ greatly. These are the Reasons we have to give against 

their being printed, & hope they are such as will joyn your sentiments in order to lay 

aside that scheme. 

 This therefore being the case it remaines to consider in what way they can be 

best drawn, and engross’d, at the Easiest Expence & with the most Expedition,  Now in  

order to this we think in the first place all the Draughts must be made here or at least 

the most of them, which must be transmitted to you, if they are Engrossed in London, 

which will take up a great deal of time, & give a great deal of trouble, and as you will 

we think haveno profit in the Engrossing of them, it seemsin all respects most 
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convenient to have ‘em done here as they will be done at the following Expences. 

Drawing 5s engrossing 2 parts 8/4d & Parchment & Duty 5s, in all 18/4d a pair, nay we 

hope something may be saved in the Drawing as in some places Farmes will be equally 

circumstanced & no alteration but in the Pcells. 

 We do not propose this Sir as a thing any way to interfere with your Interest, but 

as a thing of mutual benefit to us all who expect to have shares in the Profitts, & that 

the business may be dispatch’d with all the Expedition the Nature of the thing will 

allow. If we are mistaken in any thing, or that you think Mr Aireys prices too high, 

pray lett us know your sentiments, as we will be govern’d by you in anything which 

seems mutually advantagious. 

       We have had in the letting of the Estate an intolerable deal of trouble & very great 

Expence, which the Hospitall have never made us any allowance for, which is a reason 

why we may expect more than a quarter part of the profits by these leases. It was 

originally intended to be between You, Mr Horne & us, but Mr Airey who is concerned 

in the Affair expecting a share will make it to us all of less Vallue, We hope for the 

reasons above we may be thought by you & Mr Horne not unreasonable in proposing 

the division of the Profitt to be into five parts, that is You, Mr Horne, Mr Airey and we 

two each one fifth, for besides the great trouble we have had, we shall yett have a great 

deal & be putt to Considerable Expence. 

 It is a Custom in this Country that the Landlord & Tennant bear the Expence of 

Leases equally & the prices of ‘em are general two Guineas a pair, but whether that 

should be a standard for us or not we cannot tell, you will therefore consider it with Mr 

Horne & let us know your joynt thoughts. It should also be represented to the Hospitall 

that one half of the expence will be upon them, so as they may give Consent thereto, & 

prevent any misunderstanding about it hereafter. 

 We will be glad to hear from you as soon as it is convenient in answer to this. Mr 

Airey joyns with us in complements to you & all friends at Greenwich & we are 

      Sir Yours &c 

      Walton & Boag 

 

 

8 Dec 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

              Ravensworth Castle Dec.8. 1738 

To Wm Corbett Esqr 

 

Sir 

 Inclosed we send you a Draught of the Intended Lease of the Lead Mine in 

Scotland, which was proposed to you to be concerned in wth Mr Horne and us. It is 

sent to the Gent[lema]n who ha shad the Transacon of the Affair. The Lease is drawn in 

as favourable a manner as possible as we think for us as Lessees, but if any thing is of 

your opinion otherwise pray lett us know by returne of the post that we may acquaint 

the Gentn. therewith. 
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      We have desired the Lease may be Ingross’d in Scotland & have appointed to meet 

the Gentn. (who is a member of Parliament) at Carlisle with the Lessor, in order that it 

may be Executed by him & us there, & he will bring the Counterpart to London for you 

& Mr Horne to Execute there. In the Draught of the Lease you will observe the Due is 

1/10th but as we doubt we cannot have it under a Ninth we have left in in [sic] the 

power of our friend to make it so if he cannot otherwise. 

      Your Oates shall be sent by the first ship, we are sorry you have wanted them & are, 

Sir Your most Hble Serts 

      Nich Walton Hugh Boag 

    

PS Tho’ we are Joynt Lessees in the Articles of Partnership, your share shall be what 

ever you chuse. 

 

 

9 Dec 1738 William Radley to Matthew Milburn 

 

[Note: Dated in the Greenwich Hospital Receivers’ letter book December 16th, 1738, 

but Radley’s signature dated December 9th.] 

 

To Mr Matthew Milburn at High Green in Wark Manour 

The original sent the 16th Dec 1738 

 

Mr Milbourn 

      The Comm[issioner]s of the Royal Hospital for Seamen at Greenwich having had 

several Complaints of several Trespasses & Violences by you & your Accomplices 

Committed and of great damage thereby done to the Colliery called Tarret Burn of 

highgreen & Blackburn in the parish of Simonburn in Northumberland, now in the 

possession of & worked by James Dodds of Smiddiwell Rigg & of several persons 

being threatned obstructed & Ill Intreated who have fetched Coales from th pitts there, 

in order to prevent Mr Dodds disposing of his Coales or having any benefits from the 

same; which in the Consequence is a great Setriment to the Comm[issioner]s of the 

Hospital who are Intitled to the profits of these collierys by act of Parliament and have 

Ordered me to Acquaint you that they will Direct you to be severely prosecuted for the 

Injurys and wrongs by you already done, if you doe not Immediately after this Notice 

forbear to Commit any others and permit Mr Dodds to worke the said Collierys quietly 

& without any Interrupcon for the Future. 

 If any Detriments is done to you by keeping you out of any Rights or Interests 

you legally have or Claim in these collierys it would be more agreeable to Represent it 

in a proper manner to the Comm[issoner]s of the Hospital who would consider it with 

as much Equality and Justice as is possible, and if it should appear you had any Legall 

Rights or Colour of Rights therein would I dare answer for them adjust the Difference 

in an amiable way or put it in [….] to be tryed at law or otherwise as Councill shall 

advise. But the Methods you practise (as the Commrs are Informed and by good proof  

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents


TNA ADM 66/106 Greenwich Hospital Northern Receiver Letters 1737-41 tbc 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dukesfield Smelters and Carriers Project         Dukesfield Documents 

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents          Page  129
  

I do not doubt will appear to be too true) are Certainly very unjustifyable the Law 

abhorring [force] and hope you from the many ill consequences that attend it will 

dislike and forbear doing any violences hereafter and if you have any Claim in Law 

you will prosecute it in such a manner, as it may be determined by the Law of the 

Land, & cease doing any unwarrantable acts of force or wrong for the future.   

      Your most Hble Servant 

      Wm Radley 

 

Decembr 9th 1738 Greenwich 

A True Copy  / Witness A Morrison 

 

 

12 Dec 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Wharton 

 

[Note: Wharton was a lawyer engaged for Walter Blackett in the 1750s] 

 

Ravensworth Castle Decemr.12. 1738 

To Mr Wharton Attorney at Law in Newcastle 

 

Sir 

 The Arrear of Rent due from Mr Blackett at Martinmas 1734 was return’d to the 

Comm[issioners} of Greenwich Hospitall by the late Rec[eive]rs amongst severall other 

arrears, a Schedule whereof was sent  to us, in order that we might receive them, & 

pursuant to the order we had, Mr Blacketts arrear was demanded by us, of Mr Ellis 

who pay’d it by our direction to Mr Bunting our Bailiff & he accounted for it to us the 

31 December 1737, on which  day it was brought to Accot. by us with the Commrs. Of 

the Hospitall, being part of £9 ---d then recd in the following words 

 

1737 Decemr 31 To Walter Balckett Esq reced of him from Mr Ellis in full for Rent of 

sams Island due at Mayday 1737 £9 

 

 You will please to observe that the Suit for the recovery of this arrear was 

commenced while Mr Grieve was Sherriff, & on his applycation to us we acquainted 

him it was pay’s, & then proceedings was stop’d or at least in all this time we heard no 

more of it. If this trouble we have had in it be occasioned by any Fee not being pay’d I 

hope Mr Richmond will give directions to see them discharged, as to be sure any 

expence that has accrued has been by no neglect of ours. 

 We have wrote this day to the Sec[reta]ry of the Hospitall to satisfy Mr Denton 

or any person that apply to him of this money being pay’d which I hope will be 

sufficient on our part & prevent any further trouble to Mr Blackett or to Sir Your Most 

Hble Sert 

      Nich Walton 

 

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents


TNA ADM 66/106 Greenwich Hospital Northern Receiver Letters 1737-41 tbc 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dukesfield Smelters and Carriers Project         Dukesfield Documents 

http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/documents          Page  130
  

 

12 Dec 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

             Ravensworth Castle Dec.12th 1738 

To Wm Corbett Esqr London 

 

Sir 

 We recd yours last post wth the Boards Minutes of the 6th of Decemb Inst wch 

we Duly Observe & in such pticulars as answers are required we will give our answer 

as farr as we can next post we hope you will excuse it this post as we cannot doe it for 

want of time. 

 Mr Wharton the Undersherrif for the County of Northumberland writes us he 

has orders to levy upon the Goods of Mr Blackett for <an> arrear of the Rent for Sams 

Island due at Martinmas 1734, wch you will observe is in the List of Arrears you sent us 

& was recd by us and brought to acct. the 31st December 1737 being part of £9 recd that 

day in full of <..> of Sams Island due Mayday 1737. We have spoke to Mr Blacketts 

agents here about it, who will order Mr Denton or some person to wait upon you in 

order to be satisfied if we have accounted regularly for it, in wch you will please to 

give him satisfaction. & youll much oblige, Sir 

      Your most Hble & Obedt Servts 

      N Walton  H: Boag 

 

 

15 Dec 1738 Nicholas Walton to George Liddell 

 

[Note: This appears to be unfinished, and it is followed by a blank page.] 

 

Ravensworth Castle Decemr 15th: 1738 

To George Liddell Esqr 

 

Honrd Sir, 

 We reced Yours of the 6th Inst and are sorry to find you have so much Trouble 

about the Survey of the Derwentwater Estate, with regard to the Gratification for Isaac 

Thompson, as he had not the Benefitt by Surveying the Commons. 

 We have gone thro’ all that has been said about it to us and the Letters we have 

wrote to the Board & cannot find we had any Direction to make the Agreement with 

Mr Thompson, nor does it appear that ever an Agreement was made by the Directors 

for Surveying the Inngrounds only. We have also got of Mr Ellison what letters he had 

from you relating the Survey & his answer to you setting forth the conversation he had 

with Mr Thompson upon the Treaty & as follows you have a Transcript of the whole as 

farr as is material wth our Remarks thereon, 
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1735  Nov 19th 

    Mr Corbett acquaints us that the Directors are [underscored: ‘willing to agree’] with 

Mr Isaac Thompson to Survey the Estate Inngrounds and Commons together to Map 

the Same in a Folio Book with vellum leaves, a farme or Small estate in a Sheet or Leafe, 

the said Maps to contain the Buildings, Rivers, Brooks, Roads, Pitts, Quarries & other 

Remarkables & to have a Field Book with the value and quantity and a Duplicate of the 

whole to be made in Quarto for two pence per acre, the Charge of the Books to be 

defray’d by the Hospital. 

     

    You will observe Sir by this Minute the Directors are [underscored: ‘willing to agree’] 

which we understand it means no more than a power for you to agree on these terms, 

so that as no Agreement  appears to hve been made in pursuance of it, the repeating it 

the 3 December  invests you with a power to agree for the Inngrounds at 2 ½ d per 

acre. 

 

1735 Dec 4th 

   In yours to Mr Ellison you say ‘I shall have the Court of Directors Orders to agree 

with Mr Thompson at 2 ½ d per acre for Inngrounds maps &c in case we doe not 

survey the commons & if we doe then 1 ½ d per acre for them, or to be in the option of 

the commissioners to have the whole done at 2 pence, both Inlands & Commons, if 

they think it better so that it shall be in their option which to take. 

 

1735/6  Janry 6th  

    Thomas Corbett Esqr. writes to N.Walton & adds a Postscript, & says ‘You will doe 

well to quicken Mr Thompson in the Survey of the Estates, which is very much wanted 

to be done as soon as possible. The Agreement with him is that he is to survey all the 

Inngrounds of the Estate (Except Scremmerston which he has done already, and to 

Map the same in a Folio Book with Vellum Leaves, a Farm, or Small Estate in a sheet or 

Leafe the said Maps to Contain the Buildings Rivers Brooks Pitts quarries & other 

Remarkable things, and to have a Field Book with the Vallue & Quantity; & a Duplicate 

of the whole to be made in Quarto at 2½ d per acre, the Charge of the Books to be 

defrayed by the Hospital. 

 

    You will be pleased to observe Sir that here is an order to quicken Mr Thompson in 

the Survey, but no order to make any agreement with him, nay on the contrary he says 

an agreement was made, wch was not in fact so as will appear, by your letter of this 

date to Mr Robert Ellison, which we quote as follows. 

  

1735/6 Janry 6th 

 You say ‘Mr Corbett writes to their Receivers at Keswick & orders them to agree 

with Isaac Thompson, for Surveying th Estate & writ to them to send you that order. 

But as it may loose time & as I question whether it may be so fully expressed I therefore 

send you inclosed, Mr Corbetts Letter to me in Novrlast, & a Minute of his Conference 
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and mine upon it on what Terms he was willing to doe it if the Commissioners agreed 

to it which they doe only Incert that he shall putt the Valuation to the several parcells 

or sorts of land in each Farm or Estate, wch he did not then agree to as you see by my 

Minute, he alledging he was not a Judge of the value of Land in such distant parts of 

the Country. But I think he might considering the Quantity afford to pay a Judicious 

man for doing it; or pay a Certain Sum & we appoint the Valuers. Pray will you treat 

with him  & observe that you do not run into an Error and mistake one another. In the 

Minute it is said that he will map the Inngrounds at 2½ d & the Commons if Desired at 

1 ½ d so that it wou’d seem prima Facie that he was to have 2½ d for all that he 

surveyed except Common, but that was not my meaning nor his as I think I can 

demonstrate. He Surveyed Scremmerston for which he had 2d per Acre wch estate was 

1100 Acres of Ingrounds & 1800 Acres of Outgrounds which he calls Moore, I take it in 

most of the estates, there are Inngrounds , Outgrounds & Moors – If he Surveys the 

Inngrounds & Outgrounds if not clearly Express’d he will have 2½ d per Acre for both 

wch I do not think wou’d be right, for where open Grounds are only Rounded with the 

Chain it shou’d only be 1½ d I think, but pray talk to him on that Subject & lett me 

know.’ 

 

 Now Sir by this Letter of yours and the Words Scored under it is palin no 

agreement was then made by the Directors or You, but that Mr Ellison was to Transact 

it with Mr Thompson & acquaint you with his proceedings thereon, wch it will 

afterwards appear he did & acquainted you with it accordingly. 

 

1735/6 Janry 8th 

 You say in your Letter to Mr Robert Ellison ‘That Mr Thompson will undertake 

to Survey the whole of the Derwentwater Estates & to Map in a Book of Folio Vellum & 

in another of Quarto Vellum or Thick paper, & to make a Field Book to each Book 

containing Buildings Rivers &c at 2½ d per Acre, & also the Commons if desired at 1½ 

d per Acre. The whole to be exactly Surveyed and Map’d after the best manner. There 

is also one thing to be explain’d. He said what he offered to doe it for, was cheaper than 

he had ever done for any one whereas he Surveyed Scremmerston which was only 948 

Acres & 1900 of Moore, & he had for the whole 2d per Acre. The 1900 I think is out 

pasture or Moore, if therefore he were to have Surveyed it again by the aforesaid 

Minutes at 2½ d and 1½ d then I agree it wou’d be cheaper but by the above Minute 

 

 

15 Dec 1738 Nicholas Walton to Mr Rutherford 

 

            Ravensworth Castle 15 December  1738 

Mr Rutherford 

 

 We desire that you will enquire of some of the oldest and most judicious men in 

and about Scremmerston at what time and by what means or accident Scremmerston 
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Colliery was first sett on Fire and how long it is since and lett us know by the return of 

the post or  as soon as you can. Pray be very particular. 

 If your men should want work for some time the Colliery must be Saved from 

Burning if possible, so we hope you have used the means we approve of for that 

purpose w are Sir your Hble Servts 

      NW.  H:B. 

 

 

15 Dec 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

             Ravensworth Castle 15 Decemr  1738 

To Wm Corbett Esqr 

 

Sir 

 We Reced yours with the Boards Minutes of the 6th Instant which we duely 

observe, but Scremmerston Colliery lying at so great a distance cannot this post 

acquaint you with the occasion of her being sett on Fire: we have wrote to be informed 

of it, and as soon as we can will lett you know. 

 We do not find by any Copy of Letter or other Memorandum that we acquainted 

Mr Thompson with the postscript of the secretarys Letter dated the 6th January 1735 

But we believe we did. We never understood that postscript carryd the sense of 

Surveying the Ingrounds only; - for tho’ he is said to Survey the Ingrounds at 2½ d per 

Acre he never offerd to do them under 3d per Acre and therefore we understood it and 

still do understand it to imply no more than the price Intended to be given him for 

Inground when surveyd with Commons jointly and that the Stress of this Minute was 

to Inforce the Survey of the Ingrounds first, so as the proper use might be made of it. 

 At the time the above Minute as made it is certain no Agreement was made with 

Mr Thompson, for it appears plain there was not from a Letter of Mr Robert Ellisons of 

the 16th Janry following to Geo:Liddell Esqr who had given Mr Ellison direction to 

make the Agreement and Draw an Article  in pursuance of it. That part of the Letter 

which relates to the agreement we have from the Copy here Transcribed for the 

satisfaction of the Board as follows. In obedience to your Commands of the 8th Inst I 

have here transmitted the Draught of an Article with Isaac Thompson for the Survey of 

the Derwentwater Estate which I wish may be Drawn in such form as to meet with 

your Approbation. At the beginning of it I would have inserted that he shou’d 

undertake to survey the whole or any such part of the estates as he shou’d from time to 

time be Directed , But to this he objected as he might thereby be obliged to do all the 

troublesome part of it only and that his offer to you at the severall prices of 2½ d & 1½ 

d per acre was in consideration of having what was beneficiall as what was not and as I 

presume the Hospital will think proper to have a general Survey of the whole, I struck 

at the words   he Desired me further to observe to you Sir, that for the more exact 

Computation of the Quantity he intends to survey by a scale of four chains to an inch 

which must be afterwards contracted to bring into the folio Book and a second time for 
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the Quarto book which will cost him a great deal of pains and was it not for Advantage 

of surveying the whole Estate he could not possibly undertake it at so low a rate. 

 This we Believe was the agreement with Mr Thompson and no Doubt Colonel 

Liddell acquainted the Directors with it tho’ probably it might not be at any Boards 

meeting which occasions it not being Minuted. We are satisfied Mr Thompson always 

understood it so and we do assure you it was always so understood by Sir &c 

      N.W.  H.B 

 

 

25 Dec 1738 Nicholas Walton to Ralph Wood 

 

             Ravensworth Castle Decemr 25th  1738 

To Mr Ra. Wood at Rivergreen near Morpeth 

 

Mr Wood 

 We Desire & shall be glad if you will gett us your Bill of Costs, Inc[urre]d in the 

Cause Moore against Wood, we hope that you will lose no time in this because it may 

be in our power now to Assist you in it. 

 Which part of the Costs you doe not know it will , we hope be worth your while 

to Stir about & gett them, so as they may all be putt together. Mr Everinghams Charge 

should be included. 

 We wait impatiently for the Remaining part of your Rent and hope you will 

come & pay it before the Old Year End, that it may not be Returned as an Arrear for 

another year which if it does may occation your Receiving less favour from the Board 

than otherwise you may doe. We are 

      Sr Your Hmb.Servts 

      N Walton H Boag 

 

 

29 Dec 1738 Nicholas Walton to William Corbett 

 

             Ravensworth Castle  Decemr  19 1738 

To Wm Corbett Esqr 

 

Sir 

      Mr John Wake a Common brewer in Newcastle and of of [sic] good Repute has 

proposed to us to take Dilston House on Lease for 21 Years at £10 per Ann where he 

proposes setting up a Common Brewery & would by the two Coppers and other 

brewing [Implements] which are now a Dead Stock upon the Hospitals hands. He has 

given us an offer to be P[ar]tners with him in the undertaking which we have agreed to 

Accept of provided the Hospital have no Objection as we hope they will not in a thing 

that no way interferes in their Intrest. 
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      The present Tenant is James Thompson a Tenant at will at the yearly Rent of Six 

pounds with the allowance of 30 fother of Coales for Airing the Rooms, wch allowance 

of Coales we expect to have for that purpose. We presume it will be Necessary to 

advertise six Months according to the Act of Parliament so that any other person may 

have an opportunity of offering what Rent they please and as soon as it is so advertised 

a proposal shall be made by us in conjunction with Mr Wake and whatever any other 

person may offer for it we will give or More than any body. 

      We hope the Directors will give their Concurance in this & we begg you will  lay it 

befor them at their first Meeting, so as no time may be lost in putting in an 

advertisement and youle greatly oblige 

      Sr Your Most Hble Servts 

      NW & HB 

 

[Further letters will be added to this file when available] 
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