The Life and Times of Thomas Dixon 1805 – 1871 by Stafford M Linsley gives us a snapshot of how important the pig, the cow and the garden produce was in the busy life of Dukesfield Smelter, Thomas Dixon.  Full copyright of this information remains with the author and Wagtail Press.

1830

January 11th: sent our bacon off to Colling this morning.

January 25th: some oats laid in our room

February 27th: Sowing peas.

March 8th: Our folks cow calved, 6 weeks before her time.

March 9th: Sowing onions and setting tatoes.

March 22nd: Sowing tatoes on the east square of the garden

March 28th: Jane at cakes making at Black Hall Mill – what was she doing? Was there a communal cake oven at Black Hall Mill?  Was Jane getting some special cake flour?


Carlin Sunday Carlin Sunday was the second Sunday before Easter, when grey peas, having been steeped all the previous night in water, were then fried in butter, well peppered, and served at table by the landlords of alehouses as ‘Carlins’.

March 29th: Setting tatoes at night.

April 17th: Setting tatoes.

April 19th: Setting tatoes at night; last row of reds small sets, last row of white large sets.

April 27th: Setting the last tatoes.

April 29th: Sticking peas.

June 11th: Flooring up tatoes at night.

June 12th: Pigeon shooting at Clickem tonight.

July 1st: Dressing up the garden.

July 16th: Railing the apples trees

August 14th: Sowing Cabbage seed

August 20th: A lamb feast at Johneys

September 4th: Our Gooseberries gone this week

September 25th: Pulling onions this week

September 27th: Transplanting cabbage

October 7th: Jane at Lowes seeking apples

October 10th: The new beer act takes place today.

October 11th: Got the corn supper

October 17th: At Travellers Rest got some 4d ale. 
October 21:  Taking up ‘tatoes.  At Blackburn’s churn (churn was a harvest supper)

October 22: Jem Dodd opened his house to sell ale.
October 23rd: Setting cabbage plants

November 4th: Taking up ‘tatoes.

November 15th: Jane at cakes making again

November 18th: Killing swine at afternoon – Sparks 21 stone, our folks 20 stone.

November 19th: Parted and salted the swine   Piglets were normally bought between February and June, fed through to the following Autumn, and then usually killed in November.  The killing was followed by cleaning, butchering and salting etc).

November 24th: Planting some mint.

November 27th: Robert Dixon opened his ale house.
December 11th: At Clickem goose-feast at night - 14 got supper

December 31: Robson of Rests geese stolen last week.
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1831

February 15th: Sowing peas

March 5th:  Mr. Nixon here giving us notice to remove.

March 21st: Nixon here ordering us to remove.

March 22: Helping my father to sow onion seed.

March 23rd: Took possession of Teasdale’s garden –looks like Thomas has the new garden before he moves

March 24th: Setting cabbage and sowing onion.

March 25th: Our folks sold the cow.

April 2nd:  John Bell here removing our bushes – setting tatoes was this his fruit bushes being moved to the new garden?


Father bought a cow of Chatt.

April 6th: Taking tatoes out of the holes

April 7th: Setting tatoes – John Bell here sowing carrots.

April 9th: Setting tatoes.

April 15th: setting tatoes at night (7 rows: 1st below, 2nd above, 3 next below, 2 last above)

May 9th: On setting tatoes at night

May 11th The Hornsbys (stone masons) preparing our house.

May 13th: Cleaning the house and removing part furniture

May 14th: Removing every thing today.

June 1st: Helping Spark’s folk to sow turnips.

June 22nd: The Joiners come – Begun making a new garden.
August 4: Pulling berries to preserve.

September 24th: The Joiners got a finish, been here in all eleven weeks – Setting the Joiners to Slaley.

October 13th: The masons on at the wall

October 17th: Helping the masons.

October 22nd: The masons finishing the garden wall

October 25th: Taking up tatoes.

October 29th: Finished levelling the garden.

November 3rd: Taking up the last of our tatoes.

November 22nd: At Hexham seeking bushes and trees Was this fruit bushes and trees?

November 23rd: Setting bushes and trees.

November 30th: Our folk killing the swine

December 3rd:  At Hexham seeking cabbage plants, rhubarb.

December 6th: Setting more plants.

December 19th: Getting the garden door hung.

Remarks at the end of the year:  Our removal to farmhouse in order to make way for Bownas a new farmhouse. 
Thomas does not mention “Jane off baking cakes” this year, however, if you have “been given notice to remove” your interests would be, as Thomas’ were, concentrated upon the move, your new dwelling and the changes within your personal circumstances.  However, getting the new garden ready was as important as ever. 
