TNA ADM 75/72 Misc letters 1756, 1764

20 Aug 1756 Nicholas Walton to Richard Horne

[Note: Walton and Boag were the Northern receivers for the Greenwich Hospital, the
estates of which included Rawgreen in Hexhamshire. Richard Horne was Secretary to
the Hospital’s Commissioners.]

Ravensworth Castle August 20th 1756

Sir

Inclosed we send you the Moor Masters Account of mines wrought and
unwrought, with the quantity of ore raised <etc> in the mannor of Alstonmoore from
Christmas to midsummer last, which be pleased to lay before the Board.

We have lately received some Information,that a discovery of a Lead Mine has
been made in Hexhamshire in the Common or <parish>, belonging Sir Walter Blackett
adjoining the Hospitals Estate at Rawgreen. We have lately viewed the Hospital Estate
at Rawgreen, and the place where this discovery is said to have been made, & think the
prospect of a Lead Mine not very promising, but as a tryal may be made for about ten
or fifteen pounds, we think such tryal adviseable; especially as Sir Walter Blacketts
Agents have Intimated the Estate at Raw Green being Coppyhold and that Sir Walter
has a right to the Royalty; a thing we have never understood, but on the contrary that
the estate at Raw Green is a Freehold & that the Hospital are owners of the Royalty.
This Tryal by the Hospital we suppose will be an Act of Royalty [missing: page torn]
Sir Walter upon claiming, if he thinks he has a right. In the mean time it [missing: page
torn] [w]ell to look into the title Deeds of the Hexhamshire Estates to see how this
matter stands. We suppose Raw Green was a part of the purchase of Aydon Shields, &
are

Sir Your most Obed[ien]t Serv[an]ts

Nicho[la]s Walton
Hugh Boag

<Sir> Richard Horne Esq

[annotated in a differnet hand, presumably by Horne:]

20 August 1756 Messrs Walton & Boag.

Relating to a discovery of a Lead Mine in Hexhamshire desire the Deeds of that Estate
may be examined in relation thereto.

Inclose the Moor Masters Account for Six Months ending mids[umme]r last.

Rec[ieve]d 23rd } August 1756
Read 25th }
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TNA ADM 75/72 Misc letters 1756, 1764

17 Jun 1764 Nicholas Walton to John Ibbetson

[Note: Walton and Boag were the Northern receivers for the Greenwich Hospital, the
estates of which included Aydon Shields and adjacent farms in Hexhamshire. John
Ibbetson was Secretary to the Hospital’s Commissioners.]

Ravensworth Castle 17th June 1764
Sir,

We have rec[ieve]d yours inclosing an advertisement for the sale of the Lead Ore
Dues and ordering the same to be incerted in the Newcastle News Papers, which has
been done accordingly. The present price of Lead at Newcastle is £14.10s p[er] Fodder
[Fother], so that the duty ore of this year shou[l]d sell at the following rates, viz. 57s
pler] Bing for the Bouse and 52s p[er] Bing for the Cutting Ore. If any alteration in the
price of Lead happens before the time of sale you shall be informed thereof.

One Mr Varzie and some other Gent[leme]n at and near Hexham having by
virtue of a Lease or Tack note from Lord Northumberland or his Agents begun to make
a tryal, within a part of Dilston Park called Birkside, for the discovery of a Lead Vein or
Lead Veins, Mr Bell the Hospitals Bailiff, in consequence of orders from us, discharged
them, upon which they have desisted. There is a Fee Farm Rent of six shillings paid
annually out of Birkside to Lord Northumberland, but we apprehend this can no way
Affect the Hospitals Interest in the Mines.

A very valueable Lead Mine having been discovered within some Lands
adjoining upon Hexhamshire we gave the Moor Master of the Manor of Alstonmoor
directions to endeavour to find out whether the same run thro” any of the Hospitals
Estates there, who with Mr Tweedale one of the Governour and Companys Agents,
made a view and they are of opinion that it runs thro” Peacock House and Heckley
House two Freehold Farms which both belong to the Hospital. Soon after this Mr
Henry Richmond Agent to Sir Walter Blackett acquainted us that all Lead and other
Mines under the Freehold and other Lands within the Regality of Hexham belonged to
Sir Walter and as such he claimed them, as Lord of that Regality, by Grant from the
Crown. This is a new and seems to be a very Extraordinary claim, as we have never
heard it doubted that the Royaltys under the Freehold Lands within the Regality of
Hexham belonged to the several proprietors thereof.

The Petition of Messrs Emerson Dickinson and Renwick is now before us, and
we are clearly of opinion that it will be for the good of all Parties to have the boundery
mentioned therein ascertained and in order that it may be so, we recommend that it be
referred to three persons to be mutualy agreed upon, which if the Directors approve,
we will endeavour to get fixed in the best manner we are able, and shall afterwards
acquaint you with what we have done, which shall be subject to the Boards further
pleasure.

Inclosed you have our cash accounts for the months of April and May last upon
the latter of which there remains a Balance of £642.15s.11% d in favour of Greenwich
Hospital; and also Mr Henry Coulthards proposal for two Lead Mines which you will
be so good as lay before the Board.
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TNA ADM 75/72 Misc letters 1756, 1764

We are Sir Your most Obed[ient] Servants
Nich[ola]s Walton jun[io]r
Geo[rge] Boag

Jno. Ibbetson Esq.

17 Jun 1764 Nicholas Walton to John Ibbetson
[Note: recipient not stated, but assumed to be the same as previous letter to Ibbetson]

Sir, Private Ravensworth Castle June 17th 1764

We have made enquiry whether Mr Cook can have 10 Chaldrons of Coals
London Measure ship[p]ed for him at Newcastle and find there will be some difficulty
in getting the coals sent in that manner, but as we generaly exceed the quantity ordered
by the Directors a little, we will take notice to you in a private letter when we send the
last loading that Mr Cook is to have ten Chaldrons out of the bulk which he will to pay
for upon the average of the ships making out when she comes to Greenwich. This we
are of opinion there cannot be the least objection to and in case you and Mr Cook
approve of it we will take care to send him the coals as above.

Pray be so obliging as let us hear from you as soon as possible after the General
Court is held as the Confirmation of a Tenant to Beamwham Farm is particularly
wanted as well as the others.

We are Sir Your most Obed[ient] Servants

Nich[ola]s Walton jun[io]r
Geolrge] Boag

P.S. On looking again into your Letter concern[in]g Mr Cooks Coals we observe you
only say 10 chaldrons, by which you may mean Newcastle Chaldrons of this you will
be so good as inform us in your next [letter].

The Newcastle Chaldron is almost double the quantity of that of London. A ship will
be loaden for Greenwich about Wednesday first.

When we have a Large Request of this kind wou[l]d it not save the postage to write On
His Majestys Service.
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