DUKESFIELD
Smelters and Carriers Project

Get involved!

The smelting arches at the centre of this project are located in rural Northumberland
close to NE46 1SG, between Slaley and Whitley Chapel to the south of Hexham.
You may want to visit the arches and see how they have been made secure for
future generations to wonder at. On a visit you might wonder yourself at how this
tranquil wooded valley was once the noisy, busy, polluting hub of a thriving lead
industry so important to the north east.
If your curiosity around the arches and the well trodden lead route leading to and
from them is stirred why not read on and find how to get thoroughly involved in the
Dukesfield Smelters and Carriers Project in a way that is most suited to you…
January 2014
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Community Play
A great way to bring to life the stories unfolding from the
research projects.
Taking part:Performances are planned for winter 2015 , but this activity
will take all year to plan and is looking for a variety of skilled volunteers.

Volunteer roles:Local playwright and farmer David Nixon will write and
direct the play but we need script readers, costume and prop makers,
backstage help, musicians and of course actors.

What next? An hilarious first draft of the play with a working title ‘Carry
on Galena’ has been written, and in February readers are needed to help
David finalise the script. In June and July we are looking for help with
costumes and prop making and casting will begin in September.
Performances will begin in November and run through to January 2015.
Register your particular interest via Dukesfield@outlook.com or return the
form at the back of this booklet and you will be kept up to date with the
timetable for his activity.

Keep in touch:
www.dukesfield.wordpress.com

email Dukesfield@outlook.com

www.facebook.com/DukesfieldSmeltersAndCarriers
twitter.com/DukesfieldA
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Printmaking
Free artist led workshops in spring using photographs, sketches,
paintings or 3D items relating to the arches.
Taking part:No specialist skills are needed. The techniques will be fully
demonstrated and participants will be helped by the artist.

Reading the Past
A plethora of records relating to the Blackett and Beaumont
Estates exist that can help reveal fascinating stories of the lead
industry in the area.
Taking part:There has been a great start to this activity. More than 30

Volunteer roles:We are looking for 1 or 2 people with a particular

people came to autumn introductory sessions at Hexham and Blaydon and
are now getting started.

interest in or knowledge of printing to assist in the workshops and
introduce participants to the arches site.

Volunteer roles:Greg Finch is leading a team of volunteer researchers who

What next? Three workshops are planned for March, April and July, dates
tbc. Let Mandy Roberts know if you would either like to assist or
participate in this activity (places are limited). Please email
Dukesfield@outlook.com or return the form at the back of this booklet.

are embarking on the transcription of a variety of records from the 17th to
the 19th century. This information will ultimately provide a great online
research resource.

What next? The fascinating facts and figures rolling out of this research will
be a constant mainstay for project talks and inform other creative activities.
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Walking Routes
Local Volunteers are currently devising routes which will reveal
clues to the lead industry to walkers.

Photography Workshops

Taking part:At least four new walking trails will be available this year in

Experts will lead photographic workshops to enable volunteers
to document project activities

leaflet form and downloadable from the project website. The walks will use
existing footpaths and be up to 8 miles long with opportunities to shorten
these for those wanting easier walks or to tackle them in sections.
There will be guided walks following these routes as part of the next North
Pennines Walking Festival in Autumn 2014. Check out:
www.northpennineswalkingfestival.org.uk

Volunteer roles:In February and March 2014 we are keen to encourage
volunteers to try out the draft walks and give comments. Experienced
walking group leaders (and their groups!) would be most welcome, but if
you are a less experienced individual you can take part in an organised ‘test
walk’ in early March after which your feedback will be considered.

What next? Please email Dukesfield@outlook.com or return the form at the
back of this booklet to let Volunteer Events Coordinator Mandy Roberts
know you are interested in organising or joining a test walk in March.

Taking part:A day of training and ongoing support will be provided by
lead volunteers. You will need your own digital camera and the ability to
download and store images.

Volunteer roles:Up to 15 enthusiastic volunteers who can independently
capture images of the project that can be used on our website and in a
celebratory exhibition. You will get to see and document loads of great
activities.

What next? We have a training session at Slaley Village, Nr, Hexham
planned for March 7th, 10am-2pm. Email Dukesfield@outlook.com or
return the form at the back of this booklet to book a place.

Creative

Out and about

• Photography
• Print making
• Heritage cook-off
• Storytelling
• Craft competitions
• Community play
• ‘Inspiring Stones’
• Scarecrow trail

• Guided walks
• 'A Carrier's Day'
• Cycle routes
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Research
• Community archaeology
• ‘Reading the Past’
• ‘Who Do You Think You Are?’

Smelters and Carriers Project

Sharing information

Opportunities
Celebration
• Touring exhibition
• Public events

Conservation
• Traditional skills
• Site conservation

• ‘Life on the Lead Roads’ artbook
• On-site interpretation
• Local information sheets
• Website development
• Working with local schools
If you see something here that is not explained in detail
it is because some activities are still being developed.
If anything here appeals to you and you want to know
more emailing Mandy at Dukesfield@outlook.com or
filling in the form on the back page will ensure you join
our mailing list and are kept up to date.
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Spreading the Word
Writing articles for the web and other media to help everyone to
keep up with the arches.
Taking part: If you have some knowledge of or interest in new media
and are keen to hone your writing and communicating skills this activity is
for you. We’re looking for ‘roving reporters’ who will talk to activity
participants about their experiences and blog on their behalf. The great
news is you get to be involved in loads of different activities.

Volunteer roles: There are so many different activities happening up to
spring 2015 that we want to let everyone know about. To do this we need
up to 5 volunteers who will receive training to write articles, manage web
content and use new media techniques.

What next? Training for this activity can be organised throughout the
project so please get in touch via Dukesfield@outlook.com or return the
form at the back of this booklet to express your interest.
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Heritage Cook Off
An afternoon cooking forgotten recipes followed by an invitation
to taste and discuss what we’d love to see back on menus and
what we wouldn’t!
Taking part:We would like the research group to meet regularly to cook
together and decide on a few dishes that can be cooked for an audience to
taste at an event in March. Research help and ingredients will be provided.

Volunteer roles:4 - 8 people interested in researching and testing foods
and recipes that may have survived from the 1700s right through to today
(Singing Hinnies, Pan Haggerty, Honeycomb Mould).

What next? Sign up via Dukesfield@outlook.com or return the form at the
back of this booklet to be part of the cooking group. The tasting event will
be held at Whitley Chapel Village Hall. Date to be confirmed.
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Who Do You Think You Are?

A local version of the popular TV programme which looks into
the genealogy of families with known connections to the lead
industry.

Community Archaeology
Working alongside professional archaeologists you will learn
new skills and contribute to the unfolding story of the smelting
arches and their immediate surroundings.
Taking part:In autumn 2013, a two week dig at the site of the arches

Taking part: If you have always wanted to know more about your
family’s connection to the lead industry this activity will get you started.
The bigger picture of the lives of carriers and smelters will be shared at a
public event.

Volunteer roles: We are looking for 2 people who can help lead this
activity alongside our skilled researcher, Liz Sobell. Research will begin this
winter and results presented autumn 2014.

answered some questions and asked a few new ones. The next dig is
planned for summer 2014 and again will be over a fortnight with bookable
slots for volunteers so we can manage numbers on this popular activity.

Volunteer roles:Volunteer for just one day or the whole fortnight. Stay
for a couple of hours or bring a packed lunch and stay all day. No prior skill
in archaeology is necessary but individuals with average fitness and a
willingness to get dirty will particularly enjoy this activity.

What next? The results of this project may reveal some fascinating family
history if your surname is linked to the lead industry. Whilst we are not
looking for any more researchers at the moment, watch out for public
events in the autumn which will tell some of these stories. Event dates will
be posted on the project website www.dukesfield.wordpress.com

What next? You can email our lead volunteer Peter Jackson to be put on a
holding list. Peter will contact you nearer the time and ask you to book time
slots. Contact: p.jackson@ntlworld.com
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Cycling Routes
The carriers’ ponies used to carry lead from the mines and
smelted lead ‘pigs’ to Blaydon could cover many miles in a day.
Could you get over the hills as fast?
Taking part:Local cycling expert Ted Liddle is currently working on two
new cycle routes, one linking existing routes and minor roads around
Blaydon relevent to the heritage of the lead industry, and one which takes in
the arches themselves.
The new routes will be available this year in leaflet form and be
downloadable from the project website.

Volunteer roles:In spring 2014 we would like volunteers to try out the

Hopefully you’ve found something to interest you and know what to do next
to join in. If you would rather be contacted by post or telephone please fill in
this form and post it to :
Dukesfield Project
Friends of the North Pennines
Weardale Business Centre
The Old Co-op Building
1 Martin Street
Stanhope
County Durham DL13 2UY

Name:

draft routes and give comments. Experienced cyclists and cycling clubs would
be most welcome to ask for these routes and feedback their experience
independently. We will also lead two cycle rides along all or part of these
routes before Easter 2014 for less experienced cyclists which will end with
refreshments and a feedback session.

(please tick prefered way to be contacted)

What next? Please email Dukesfield@outlook.com or return the form at the

Comments/I am particularly interested in the following activity:

back of this booklet to let volunteer Events Coordinator Mandy Roberts
know you are interested in organising or joining a cycle ride before Easter.

Address:

Postcode:

Tel:

Join the team!

The local people who made this project happen celebrating the successful consolidation
of the arches in November 2013
Photographer: Karen Melvin

The Dukesfield Smelters and Carriers Project, is led by the Friends of the North Pennines in partnership with Hexhamshire and Slaley
Parish Councils and has the active support of the landowner, Allendale Estates. It is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and the generous
support of other sponsors. Friends of the North Pennines: Charity No:1137467

